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TRYING OUT PLAYS IN TORONTO
Summer Sto> Company finds out from sane Canadian appreciation what

plays are fit to star in next season

By DONALE

FOR the past eight weeks the Percy Haswell
Playeýrs stock company have been dainga
series of delightful hot-weather plays in
Toronto. Ail the plays thus far have been

o)f a much higher character than the average sum-
mer stock company's productions; rarlging from
Shakespeare's "As You Like It" ta "The Marriage
of Kitty,> a light comedy by Cosmo Gardon Lennax,
with the heavy-drarna play, "The Fighter," sand-
wicbed between.

Tbere is mare than one reasan for the perform-
ance of sa great a variety of really good plays at
low prices in a flrst-class Canadian theatre. One
reason is ta give Toronto playgoers the worth of
their money. But a bigger reasan is the value of
Canadian appreciatian in the trying aut of new
piays for next season.

Miss Percy Haswell, leading lady of the coin-
pany, began ta tell me about the play which she
is te star in next season, "The Light Above,"
written expressly for hier by Edwin Milton Royle,
anthor of "Squawman."

uWVe're gaing ta try that out here in Toronto
Juat as we trie:d out my husband's new play, 'The
Fi<ghter,' last week when two of Mr. Shubert's
experts carne ta Toronto ta report. Do you know
that Newv York managers depend a good deal an

Toronto's j ud g -ment of a play?
You've got the
critical instinct
here."

Trying out new
plays în Canada-
that was intercst-
inz.

"WiIl Toronto,
is it your opinion,
ever becomne a
producing centre-
say for Canada ?"

"U n d o ubtedly,
the managers have
certain plans for
Toronto. Lt may
be somne time be-
fore they are
evalved - but this
trying out of newAllen Faw ett plays, here looks

*lywHgt n Stagt Mauager. like a beýinning
now, doesu t it?"

When Miss Percy Haswell came in off the road
last tjrn ram a tour in the Booth Tarkingtan

andfiaryLeon Wilson vehicle, "Foreignx.
chage I essrs. Samn and Lee Shubert remarked:

-Rwwould yoti like to take a stock company up
to andathis summrrer, Miss Haswell? Go ta
Caaaand wîn 1"

Miss Haswell cornes froin Texas. She saw aougeahead of her at Toronto. Within the past
thre yarsseveral stock camtpanies have played

T'ron They had all gane broke. There wr
çoe x-stars ainong themn too. Tbey lacked the

omtigessential which makes theatricat ventures
1 .ucs.Someone speaking of the ohituary of one

)ftederelict companies observed that its lack was
4 ednwoman of distinction, and binted that at

,neperormnce the Ieading man came on in a
frain-ronscene with his shoes unlaced. When

&Txnlike Miss Haswell scents a fight, site is
, thesadle, lariat cailed for the throw. Sa Miss

qaid "Yes" ta Messrs. Shubert, got hier
7maytogether, picked her scenic artists and

.Ietricansad arrived at the Royal Alexandra
rhetr flly equipped to serve up two-dollar

Irrn t bargaïn prices ta Toronto audiences,
n was two anonths ago. Since then Toronto

,a enMiss Percy Haswell as Naami, the dlass
eutup, ggge elihtuly troghTom Robert-

,01 9 ill ol Enli comedy, "School"; bas watch-
A her rtryal. tffthe sombre Leah Kleschna, and
he da ng Kity» in "The Marriage of Kitty";

hepepe ak the bouse on the mast torrid nizhts
,f urjnrWhy? Partly as a recognition of Miss

ase' talent. Certainly she is an actress of rare
.___ - n Aiwusitin Dalv'.ç nrotemÇ&Pq À ei.
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Gods" and "The Royal Family." Nat uintil
yau have met Miss Haswell, the wamanl, do
you fully understand those big sumrmer
audiences. Her clientele helieve in 'her as an
actress and a waman-there vou have it!
Miss Haswell throws sometîng mare aver
thie footlights than the mere part she is play-
ing; you feel that there is something mare
than that part. A big-,hearted waman s syni.
pathy and generosity wauld give you above
what you have rcally paid for.

When I went over ta the theatre ta inter-
view bier the other day, Miss fIaswell was
just opening hier marnîng mail.":A big mail, Miss Haswell."

"An average delivery," she said.
"You'd almost require a secretary," 1 sug-

gested, watching bier busily thumb through
the bigit white drift of letters on the desk."Would yau apply? I wouldn't take yaui."
She laughed. "Because I like ta read tvery
ane of these myself-they're Sa cncauraging
when one bas worked so hard. Ah, here îs one. 1
think I like it best ofal.

She handcd it ta, me ta read.
The note was writteni in a big, round, boyisb

hand. The auithor signed his name and gave his
age-nine ycars. Hlere is the letter:

"Dear Miss I-Iaswell,-You wouldn't catch mie
going ta 'Scbool' during vacation if it wasn't ta see
you.

"'Yes," said Miss Hiaswell, '.we have bad sucb
a great success in Toronto. 1 jtlst love you Cana-
dîans. Yau're sa awfully 'En71glish over here-and
my grandfather was Engrli!;h. Voit like the gond
plays. That finie aid picce. 'Sehool,' lbas been one
of my greatcst successes. Yoti like the good tbings
-you know thein. You, get tinie ta tbink. Sa) dif-ferent in the States. We lunch; ln Toronto yeu
even get time to dine at niion."

"Ahî ., splendid educative influence for the masses,thspresentinig of standard plays by your company
i such a splendid theatre at such low rates as

twenty-five anid fifty cenits."
"Yes, we have cauight the people who can't afford

ta pay two dollars in the winter. I hope we'vc donc
good. I believe the stage is anc oif the great educa-
tianal institutions of the warld."'

"Not yct fully exploitcd for the maisses," 1 said.
"0h, at is so easy ta talk aboutt a theatre for the

people! Lt will be a long trne before you wvill sec
the hcst road shows under two dollars."

"How are your players able ta cater ta the people
in suchi regal style?"'

"IQuite a differenit proposition. It's sumniiier.
The regular seasoni is ov-er, Tt is easy ta get play-
crs even at summier salaries; ambitiaus youing
people in the profession are anxious for a seaison
of summier stock. It gives thein versatility which
the4' never get on the road."

:Why do so miany stock engagements fali flatr'
"No attention ta detail. Rad management. I

am going to give y ou the recipe for the success of
the Percy Raswell Players. First, 1 selected aIl
the players rnyself. They are aIl friends of mine.
They are one big family. They know each other's

Alexandra Theatre, Toronto, where the Perey Ifaswell
Stock Comnpany are tryi out firt-dau

plays at 1evpeS

NIew York Managers depend a good deal on Toronto's
judgment af a play.",

characteristics, That is why we were able ta bave
the tcam work which, for instance, in our produc-
tion of 'As You Like Lt' l ed the enieis ta compare
it ta the 'Sotfiern and Marlowe' ane here two
weeks before, Each nember of the cornpany has
hiigh prafessional standing. Now, my leading man,
Mir. Richard Gordon, goes on tour with Francis
Wilson in the faîll Miss Ogden bas signed witli
Gertrude lilliot; Mr. Crîians will go ont witli' The Wolf.' I superintend every detail of the pro-
ductions myscîf and above aIl 1 study my patrons.
I know Toronto. 1 have gat a bouse hcre-and
the dearest maid!1 She's just like a mother ta me.
1 have tricd ta make my camnpany part of Toronto;
1 think that's the key ta its success."

Our talk began ta, drift into a discussion o~f the
etbics of the stage.

"What are your vîews as, to the stage as a pro-
fes.sion for girls ?"

"For ail girls, you ican? Nonsense! Why tnt
discuiss painting as a calling for aIl girls? Excellent
if it could lie sa-but most girls can sweep hetter.
The stage is the realm of art. If a girl bas bis-
trîoniic ability and ambition, by ail means the stage.
Lt is a grand lite! Where is a girl an a more equal
footinig wvith yon mien? Dazens af my girl friends
are drawving bigger salaries than the men in their
conipanies; îbey are doîing better work."

"But, Miss Hlaswcll, the trepidation of a girl's
friends if site wants ta go--"

"Tbat's just it. The profession needs weeding
aut. We7 arc crowded with mnediocre talent who
would be better looking atter their 'big brathers at
homie. Chamipagnie sutppers and ai the rot you read
about actrcsses-a real actress bias no tume for such
thin$'s 1"

' Ail wvork and no play>," said youing Mfr. Allen
Fawcett, Miss Hlaswell's, stage manager, dropping
lu at the moment ta summnon Miss Hlaswcll ta
rebearsai.

The thrce of us went back ta the stage. Bchind
the scenles was a hive of industry ou this marning.
Electricians werc tinkcring with lights. Carpenters
were tond witb hiammners,

"People have admired aur scencry," said Miss
Hlaswe%>ll. "For every production a ncw set is built
-and right here in Toronto by an Englishman,
taa."l

If yau take thc veneer off a piece af scencry
you'l flnd otten that it bas a past. What was a
ladies' boudoir anc week may bie a miner's cabin
the next. Mn. Fawcett pointed out ta me a piece
wbich had been a Venetian gondola; naw a stout
cbap was busily convcrting it înto, a lifeboat for an
acean liuer.

"It's detail that counts in this business," remark-
cd Miss Haswell- She told me of how for bier pro-
duction of "As, Yau Like It" real trees were uscd
in the Forest of Arden. Boys bad been sent out Înta
the suburbs for the trees.

"The other day," said Mr. Fawcett, "'we sent
out the yaungisters for saine mare. Since 'As You
Like 1V the D»roperty, wbere they had gat tbemn had
cbanged bauds,; the new praprietor saw the boys
cutting, down biÎs trees and was going ta have the
wbale buincb pinched. We used the imitation kind
that week."

Ten tilI ance-an bour for lunch; then at it
ap'ain, till four, the rehearsal lasted. A stock coin-
pany acter works f.ourteen baurs cvery day.


