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The mother turned pale, and looked
anxiousiy at ber son. The boy fiushed
red.

'The eniy place for that lad," I-con-
tInued, 'la wIthin the British uinee,
and he must go without a moment's
deiay."

The boy, seizing bis rifle, criedl:
"Mother, the gentleman la 'right, I
must go. Give me the note, sir, I will
deliver it taiely to thie Geueral."

lit embraced nia motuier and sîster,
and In another moment lie was eut on
the steop and had plunged into the
nlghit. I feit mucli sasler In my mind,
for within the heur Pilcher would get
my message and Ile prepared. The
deora of the farin-hoee were left open,
se that If the Boers turned up during
the niglit they eheuld, haýve ires entry
and less excuse for molestlng Ite oc-
cupants. Burying my revolver la the
garden, in case I shoud, bls takea
prlsoner, for I concludied than on
finding me unarmed, they would treat
mie as a non-belligerent, and send me
out o! the country, via Delagoa Bay,
I feit fairly comfortable and seon
tell aeleep.

The aun was, wsll up when I aweke,
and I -waa se refreshed Wlth Vhs
vnlht's rest that I was able te proceed
tei the British Unes, the Dever farm,
like ail others of Its kind, was at ths
foot of a steep, kopie, one of the many
bills spreading la the direction of
Spetfontein. Then came the stretch
of feldt, over which ws had trudged
the previeus day, trending towards
the next farin called Richmond,
where a rldge o! billseuct ths plain
betwssn that and our temporary base
on the rallway at Belmeat.

The lîttie army, at first sight, was
apparentiy taking its ease after the
exertiens of the previeus day. The
ferty prisoners were belng rounded
up preparatory ten their march te
Balaient, whlch Vhe Gefleral Vhought
they had better make at once, fer thsy
weuld oply hamper his movemeata If
he was attacksd.

Plcher, wlth the chie f-of-his-estaff,
niy friend Bailey, bad found Iedging
at the farm-house, for I met Vhs Gen-
ea inj hie pyjamas, with bars feat,
beundlng la a most frantic manner
through Vhs orchard, followed by
Balsy. And dowa frein a haavily-
ladened fruit tree tumbled three
Brîtisil eoldiérs, who had beau at-
bemptlng te suppîsint their break-
filet rations wlth a few appies. But
Pilcher was quits Wellingtonlan ln
lila horrer o! loeting, and would have
iions o! it

1 could es that the message 1 szent
frein the farin-hirues which 1 bad elept
at on Vhs prevîcus alght, had been
acted upen, ',e eiry point of van-
tage bad been ocNlplfed ty car inu,
and Vhs whole forci', wltheut mucil
bustie, was making re-ady l'or defenca.

horses. My orderly friend souglit for
him ail ever the camp, but neituer lie
nor the hors couid be found. Wlien,
at nîne o'clock, a definite order was
passefi round to "Inspan", atý once and
be ready to march, I was on the horns
of a dîlemma, for it was impossible
for me to walk any distance. I re-
Eolved te see the Generai about it,
and request permission to remain at
the farm.

Pilcher laughed. ,"Impossible, Mr.
Villiers, I have ordered Mr. Cook, the
farmer, bis wife and family and the
farm banda to clear, wIth ail the live
stock they can, manage te take away."

"The enemy Ils attempting to sur-
round us, and I am not quIte certain
whether that ridge there," pointlng
to the Richmond Kopje, "may net be
In the bands of the Boer before we
reachl t."

I toid hlm of my trouble with my
Cape cart, ând that I coulà net walk.
He was goed enougli te tell me not
teworry myseif about that. Anyway
it was impossible for me to remain
behind, and lie wouid eee If he, could
manage te find me a eeat In oe of tbe
baggage waggons. This be was able
te do, and evsntuaily I feund a fairly
comfortable shakes-down on a pile of
haversacha.

Lucklly kt was a dark night, and the
column, wlth but littîs noise, was
moved out of the bivouac and cern-
menced trailing over the plain. The
feldt was free of scrub tili we got
withia a mile or two 0f the suspicious
Richmond Kople,, when, the ground
becomlng brohen and tufted w1tli bush,
the columxn began te 6traggle, and
thers 'was considerabis noise and dit-
licuity in keeping the men and wag-
ons together.

"Now," thought 1, "would be the
Boer opportunlty." Ail eyes were
eagerly peerlng toward the purpîs
black ridge indis3tinctly cutting the
sky. When the larger stars rose be-
hlnd it, the blaze of their llght lin-
gsred, apparentiy, on Is suumlt.
Soins amoxig us iistened, lntently for
tbe siharp crack of Vhs rifles. Our mien
were really oepoillng for a fight, and
oiir brethren frein Queensland and
Canada were particularly anieus te
have "another go at thle beggars.Y For
oe, 1 was not e keen. Nlgbt flght-
ing ia sucli an unknown quantity, es-
pecially when the enemy la on the top
of a hbi and yen are down on ths
plain. What a dlean sween) Vhs Boers
mlght have msdfie! f s, hiad they eccu-
n4ed that bill by blazing, as It were,
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