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ber eyes, and led her out into the
sunshine. Then he went back Into the
aîtting-room, and, flung a single llghted
match upon the floor. Blue threade
of fire fllckered across the carpet, and
tiny flames, scarcely visible ln the
bright light, ieaped up and danced
round the legs of chaire and tables.
He etood by the door and waited tIli
half the room was a pool of fire. Thenî
he rejoined Joan Endermine.

"Now, dear," he sald, gently, "if you
will take my arm, and trust yourself
to me-"2

Skie looked up at him and, smlled.
'II will trust mysel! to you-always,
Ralph."

"Even when you cannot see where
you are golng?"

IY'es, even then," elhe anewereýd.
And they walked down the narrow
green lane that ran straight froni the
bouse to the landlng-stage.

In the sunlight the ecorched and
blackened Island lay on either aide
like a hideous waste laid bare by a
torrent o! molten lava. Bebind them
the suioke was already rlsIng front
the bouts ln a stream that the wlnd
swept eaetwards. Before them lay the
blue and sparklIng oceau-a dlean
and, wbolesome contraet to the foui
blot that lay upon lis surface. Be-
yond the borizon-LowlCk wondered
what they mlght ftnd there, s day
after day that horizon fled before
them into the east. It might lie hap-
plness; It n-dght lie death.- But
whether It were happiness or death,ý
It would brlng theni peace.

A mile froni land Lowick took the
bandage froin Joan Endermflne's eyes,
and she gazed back at the leland for
more than a minute wlthout speaklng.
Then ebe plaoed ber hand on Lowick's
ehouider, and. 'looked abead at the
sparkling sea.

"You muet teach me to handdle the
boat," she 6ald, "so that 1 cana look
after it wblle you sleep."

He laugbed. "You areii't a. bit
afraid Dow, ar-e you?!" he queried.

"Not while 1 am wltb you," she
replled.

"I think it ie a good boat," lie said,
"and unless wýe get very bad
weater-"

"A dead calm would lie worse than
a eýtorni," she answered.

He giano-ed- back over hie shoulder,
and eaw a thin, black object, that
moved etea.diy- bebind thern as
though It were being towed by the
boat. Ripples parted froim it on1
either aide.
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"A shark, dear. If be's hun
wasting hie tume."

The girl did not ans wer,
pressed ber lips more tlghtly
and sbivered.

"I honue the wlnd will lic
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