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DECISNION. The Story of a Cub Reporter's First
Assignmente

By W. A, Ne GOODE.
,ÀâdkbCZ HORNI» shouted theT. "I*"t1 ity editor.

The .aew reporter
jUm4pedupfrin m;his

,4eskandhurried to

chief. For one
whole week Cyrus
Thomn had been em-

C the Gazettç, and, ào-4r, al
Shad been waiting for.,ksôme-

~to do-sad and weary contrast
brethess excitement of tiè

XOo per life he had pictured..
1'2,ead that, said the night city. 'J's

,fhu6x the Western Courier-a reliable

isl what Thorn read: "It is
tutaored -that Jason Orchard, the fam-

4 New York millionaire, wili give
.MQ to those who suffered in the

cet terrific cyclone at Fairflower,
Mwr.r Orchard was born at

ýYou must go at once," said the
tdht- cit, "and see Jason Orchard. I

rppeId better tell you that he's the
*cne man in New York. He's wortniUu>yet, rather than spend a penny:fôr ueîw paper, he'11 wait for the' pa-

Petis other people leave ix the morning
~ns. I ant imagine that this para-

graph la truc, for Jason has neyer been
actused of helping a living soul ex-
cept himaclf. It's past ail compréhen-
sion that, aid Jason-he's over seventl
-should give five dollars, let alone

fve,,bpndred thousand, to Fairflowcr,
or aniy other place. It would take a

.snighty sight bigger cyclone than struck
Fairflower to, get money out, of Jason."
The night city chuckled at bis own
sardonic humor. "Still," he rcsumed,
"the Western Courier ought to know

* what it's talking about; and we want
1 good, strong denial from the, old
?plan himseIl You'll find him at his

house in Plfifh Avenue. He'ii be as
mad as a hatter when he secs this
clipping about Fairflower, and you'd
best'excuse yourself for suggesting
that he might be gencrous. If he talks,
su much the bett r; but get at him
sume way, and hui'' back."

As Thorn- was ýeparting, the nigbt
city, mollified by the succinctness of
bis own summary of Jason Orchard,
shouted to the cub reporter:

"Say, if the old man bits you don't
bit him back. Telephone me, and wc'Il
have him up for assauit. Tbg," mur-
mured the night city, "would be a bet-
ter story than you are likely to get."

The brusqueness of the orders and
the unpleasantness of the errand in nj
way dctracted from the enthusiasni
'with which Thorn bounded down the
steps and ran, rather than walked, up-
on his initial assigrunent. For the first
tume in bis life be was guing to "do
an interview," and wiîth a man whose
name was known througbout Amreca.
Apart from bis cxtraordinary wcalth
and public meanncss, Jason Orchard
was known aIl over America and Eu-
rope as the man who once avcrted, by
means of bis hoardcd mllions of
ready -cash, a widespread financial
panic.- In place of national gratitude
Mr. Orchard bad rcccived, and contin-
ued to reccive, national intercst, which
he preferred.

It was tborougbly consistent with the
bearish attitude whicb the mllionaire
preserved toward the market and mua-
dane affairs that be treated Thoru's
card with scant attention. "Go and
sec wbat tbis rpporter wants,?' be said,
sornewhat testily to bis son. And as
the young man, already wortb a small
fortune in his own right, was depart-
ing to fulill the errand, Mr. Orchard
addcd:

"Tell hlm that I utterly refuse to be

disturbed at this hour of the night by
foui newspapers."

Thorn, stili standing on the steps,
Iistened patiently while the miliionaire's
son convcyed an exaggcrated version
of the foregoing. Thorn entreated Or-
chard junior to take the clipping, re-
porting the gift to Fairflower of $500,-
000, to bis father. Curt refusai was
the unly response.

In despair of ful1filling his instruc-
tions "'to sec tbe old ýman himsclf,"
Thorn asked: "Weli, can you tell me
if it's truc?"

"Truc ?" Orchard junior's voice rose
almost to a shriek. "True? My father
giving $500,000 to some one-horse place
in Kan sas? Do you think my father's
gone crazy?»

Young Orchard laugbcd loud and
bittcrly. His earlier days had taught
him stern lessons in paternal penuri-
ousncss. "Why," and he looked baîf
pittingly at Tho0r ij-why, I don't
believe my father as even born at
Fairflowcr. And-'J

"Wbat's that abo -Fairflower ?"
Jason Orchard appeared in the door-

way. In the same quiet way in which
he was accustomed cvcry other minute
of the day to tear tape from the stock
ticker, he took the clipping from his
son's hand and read it.

"Corne in here," be said to the euh
reporter. The impassiveuess of the
toue sent a chili through Tborn that
.iistantly banisbed the first thrill of de-
ligbt at the unexpected intervention.
He followcd Jason Orchard into ttic
study. The oid man's son stared
iu amazement at the retreating figures.
He knew that bis father was ecceutric,
but bis cccentricity had neyer before
reached the point of courtesy to re-
porters.

"Wcli, l'Il be-"
Hé turned and saw his niother, who

%ad been attracted by the voices in the
hall. "I do hope Jason wil.bc kinci
to bum," said Mrs. Orchard, rather
fearfully. "He bas such a nîce face
-for a reporter." Then Mrs. Orchard
went to bcd.

In the study Thorn stood cqry-lippïd,
leaden-throatcd, bis cyes rivcted on tbis
strange, bard face that now was bient
over the clipping from the Western
Courier. For ail the gifts tbe wurld
bad to offer Thorn could flot break
the silence.

Then lie heard a dry, rasping voice
saying:

"So you wan't to know if this is
truc ?" The words scemed to corne
fromn miles away. "Does it occur to
you, yciung man," the voice went on,
~that if I did give $500,000 to Fair-

flower it would bc nu concern of the
newspapers? Have I flot a rigbt to
meditate giviug to charity witbout bc..
ing cross-examined by reporters ?"

The irnpliid sarcasm, the open chai.
lenge, and the realization tbat an in-
terview bad actually commenced, re-
stored aIl Thorn's energy. At twenty-
two ycars of age une is not permanient.
ly -overawed.

"I kuow it's none of my business,"
Thorn began, "or anybody elsc's." It
sounded ratbcr Jame, but he pluneed
boldly on, iooking straight into the
old mn's baîf-shut eyes while bie taik-
cd. "You sec, sir, otber peopie-tbat
is, the Western Couricr-circuiatcd the
report, and the Gazette - that's niy
palier, you know-has no other alter-
native tban to ask you person*ally. It's
only in tbe iuterests of truth; and, of
course, we didn't tbiuk it was really
truc. That is,» added Tbhorn hastily,
"wc thought-I mean-wc scarcely
tbougt---? Thorn stopped.
*"Qtuite right. You imagined 1

would'nt be giving such a sum te
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