
la , . - ý ,* ~qahtry4çk -out,
ltohhe toxîh àwi ar d

u 1thénorh oovre: 'Tý>l ir oser ando"et. onli a
*Jthix à foot of.th~e game, another.ino-
met and - lié chs. would lié ovcr.
M*q<panm iw é , h1t.eth. if b iust
meR bis lite he ould'âh i ô ne

abSoû1 ldmore nealy eqnuuW the
otdu.. Wi1fIi thlisd~beralte OovMw
qutuli dived, tur!ieg snddenly hi -the
watef, and 'o a t iiepursu er. i.
one feint hope was to mture i. ri holti
ontIhe savee hé9d -or throat, and drag
bisfoe ,tot bttm. This doue, bie
superlor pôwe-r oai cotinutug without
air wlould ', enable' Min to bold ou long
enough te drowù his enemy. But as lhe

roelb. i~oee ta hie aniazement
that thé iubk ahio longer on hiW
trail. Gazing cautiously in MIl direc-

tzons,; he cond me. *o at . ti.of ~
salant. pTho nla tl I -~$r. h. "d
the imari ai the mlnk i<a.LqWt
Borne uma a5 atagoma. if i Uid
MiY Icaf MWnqua"hwatOied the,
ing, bltlng Miry'mtr'g'2,g i",c1~~
e~s of the' horned o*l. WLhe o*1 Jird.
al ter many.môoný of, stoIdig, 6 1 
chance for- a mumkrai Ei4 WO
to catch a Tailar.

Tih. mink switod the o*Pa sIqg, work
upward tôward a deui8lâe'pI,the -wing- F artad t*1maýjIwOt
WOrk; 'neith t-iedrlxhi&gra
comabat drited-ohofrea, w~erdor
the IUav Dat, anti d*qoped from i4ev
ini thitueadow beyo>n4.

8flently, feirfùIlY, MUSqas idls
homneward. route. H&W tb bntj*&e ter-
MÎaated-,. lie ever. leanved. ' Ith MIi

en~iesvaimhdanti. the mermh wMh,
they had' terrorie knew ljhem no more
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T "as-out ii Alirta.A long, 10wIrang. af blli sloped gently. ta mame
fair-soemlng' mead.wland; brwu,

mil vasheti at itscilges by a amali,
awift oerffk -of pMr. ..water. But -,be*
erekwas not rnning now. Athtbe
touch Of Mm Maker it- had loeked its
Inurmîiurlnge wthln ah icy garmnt, ad
the o.cagional wayfarer could. now. c ress
et drymboti. - in thie summner the .trea
toak nmre wading, boots id stockings
bail ta corne o! and acqualatance .ýia
with the cool water, for bridge there
Waal noue. On the siope' ai one of ,the
gentlest of the bils stood a haek, low,ý
ugIy, and put up,, -vldently,, by mre-
one strange ta the. waysQf tii. country.
For bore aod there, in tIe qIà' kly duap-
pegring, darknesm 'f niglit, could lb. een
a drift i ligiit, whicli, plctuemqu as it
ZmIgboo-f rthe outaido ient knot

hanead drauglts of icy -vit witiii
The door aof thé. bafk was thirown
opnand theme appetare4 i I*4-da1
grwreffeeteê fron a lhre, 'the.figý#»ir>
a nn, youig, prese.al vý t

gave, & 004 sak, a. sad ho
thovhttwenmo yglf 1U,<H

stoë there, tJlant falti i4
tbat blêw-aq. thoy tlew eerily lin tlie-Alura IIls;comng serais the r*mr
baclm ot eue n; cormtwo af the. uhuraet
defineti ai thora; they cut 1k. kuives
into the. skin, hbartencil as it.was by
exposure. But lie stood.there, reqardleus
of diseomnfart. Rii oyes, lear grey eyes,*
wandered up to the. skies. It was nov
early moru, and the stars wereý bein-
ning ta die out iu the. heavens. the
igbt moon hovered on thé edge af day,
seemingly reluctant ta go into its place

over some other part of the globe.
Notbing disturbed tbe silence; it was as
if nature were ' odinggaver its coming
work in the spring, whcn the creek
should rush its piling wicters dawn ta*
the big river, an- the lowlands should
bring the preparing for a hnrvcst.

Suddcnly the man wheclcd around, and
elicked bis fingers loudly. A collie, a
beautiful scion of a Scotch race of King-
dogs, came nuzzling bis bead into bis
master's eagcr bands. Master and dog
were evidently good companions. Out
in the huis ecompanionsbip is appreciateti
r nd the one gond thin about a dog, good
f riend asl~e may be, is that h.e doesn't
answer anc back, even if cis spoiling
for a quarrel. "«Came on, Bruce," said
thc grcy-eycd man, "lect us rfln over to
tiie post office and sce if -thare bie ary
letters for Willie Macquarrie."' WiIlie,
it would appear by the warm glint that
came inta bis eyes, cxpected something
by tbe mail, il, as the month ai
Fi'obrnary was gctting towards its
iiîiddle, anc ig t 1i ve suggested that
the glint was not unconnectcd with the
idéea ai valentines. For Willic haed ai-
wvays been a great anc for this conveient
way ai dlicatcly àdvising a lady that
lie considered bler wortby ai baving
money spent upon ber. Ris réputationfar away in Rosa-sbire, in the dear aid
Scotch bills, had been admirable in this
respect and in that lengthy course, over
whieb a young man's love affairs often
range before hleIlds bis riZht mate,
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andth ftii ies efhome, yol 4Ie!
on the hibih. But cverytig passes, mo
off came the snowsbaus. Bruce graduaily
became aware tint lie had worked the,
situation for ail it was worth, andi they
struggled forward. A amal collection
af bouses markcd the. township, thé.
goal af tihe two adventurers. Oýn. ai
them a d the. temerty ta dare the vin-
try air with the national fIag. -The. air
bad, jealaus of sundry wavîngs ofthie
said, fiag, retorted by freezing ih stuf,
s0 tiat it now hung araundtheti staff
much like an umbrella whicb bas men
btter days.

No on. was about as; Willie andtheii
dag stumbled into the one rooni wieic
serveti as grocery store, post office, loung-
ing place and ahl. To Wil e the. asort-
ment oi amels driftingýf>ut thi.heat-
cd place was sweet in hlm nostrils, and
b. sniffcd long and luxuriously. H.
warmed buiself at the stove, be melteti
the snow on his boots. H. did .very-
thing but ask for bis expecteti letters,
H. dailied witb bis sensations. H.
knew-"or thouglit h. knew-that b.
could? at any moment, receive wiat h.
cxpcctcd across the counter. So, there-
fore, h. .considred, wiy not enjoy the
rleasures of anticipation. For even Wii-
lic had livcd long enougb ta know tbat
thie anticipation ofiten far surpaLsses.tic
reality. And, again, for tic truti must
i>e told, cvcq about a Scotch laddie witb
clear grey eyes, Willie was a sad
flirt. There migit b. anc vaientine
witing for him, tiere miglit b. more.
Ris feminine acquaintance ini old Scotia
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