1857.] ~ BILL. [No. 58.

An Act to encourage the gradual Civilization of the
Indian Tribes in this Province, and to amend the
Laws respecting Indians. . ‘

‘W?IlEREAS it is desirable to encourage the progress of Preamble.
Civilization among the Indian Tribes in this Province,
and the gradual removal of all legal distinctions between them
and Her Majesty’s other Canadian Subjects, and to facilitate the
5 acquisition of property and of the rights accompanying it, by
such Individual Members of the said Tribes as shall be found 1o
desire such encouragement and to have deserved it: There-
fore, Iler Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the
Legislative Council and Assembly of Canada,.enacts as fol-
10 lows :

I. The third section of the Act passed in the Session held in To what per-
the thirteenth and fourteenth years of Her Majesty’s Reign, sons onlysect.
chaptered 74, and intituled, An Act for the protection of the §.°§4l§}'};f} v.
Indians in Upper Canada from imposition and the property apply.

15 occupied or enjoyed by them, from trespass and injury, shallapply
only to Indians or persons of Indian blood or intermarried with
Indians, who shall be acknowledged as members of Indian
Tribes or Bands residing upon lands which have never been
surrendered to the Crown (or which having been so surrendered

20 have been set apart or shall then be reserved for the use of any
Tribe or Band of Indians in common) and who shall them-
selves reside upon such lands, and shall not have been ex-
empted from the operation of the said section, under the pro-
visions of this Act; and such persons and such persons only

25 shall be deemed Indians within the meaning of any provision
of the said Act or of any other Act or Law in force in any part
of this Province by which any legal distinction is made between
the rights and liabilities of Indians and those of Her Majesty’s
other Canadian Subjects.

30 II. The term “Indian” in the following enactments shall Interpretation
mean any person to whom under the foregoing provisions, the of certain
third section of the Act therein cited shall continue to apply ; ferms in this
and the term * énfranchised Indian” shall mean any personto
whom the said section would have been applicable, but for the

33 operation of the provisions hereinafter made in that behalf : and
the term ¢ Tribe, ” shall include any Band or other recognized
community of Indians. ‘

IlIl. The Visiting Superintendent of each Tribe of Indians, Certain Func-

. for the time being, the Missionary to such Tribe for the time tonaries fo be
4 being, and such other person as the. Governor shall appoint o po set®



