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Extract from Christie’s Memoirs of the Administration
of the Colonial Goverrment of Lower Canada, by Sir
James Henry Craig, and Sir George Prevost.

¢« THE administration of the Civil Government of Lower
Canada under Sir George Prevost, was mild, equitable, and
unquestionably popular among the entire mass of the Cana-
dian population, in whose loyalty from the commencement,
he placed the most implicit confidence. To their fidelity,
and to the prudent and conciliating policy of this Governor,
Great Britain is indebted for the preservation of the Canadas,
unavoidably left destitute of money and troops at the outset
of hostilities with America, by reason of the urgent demands
of the war in Spain. The Provincial Legislature, by giving
a currency to Army Bills and guaranteeing their redemption,
effectually removed all apprehensions of a deficiency in the
financial resources of the Colonial Government. The orga-
nization of a respectable force of embodied Militia, and the
power delegated to the Governor, of turning out the whole
of the effective male population of the Province, in cases of
emergency, enabled him to withstand the efforts of the United
States, during two successive campaigns, with scarcely any
other resources than those derived from the Colony. They
who had been partial to the preceding Administration, and
who probably may have been instrumental in the arbitrary
measures with which it is reproached, were, as might be ex-
pected, adverse to the policy of the present Governor, and
‘'spared no pains to represent in England the affairs of the
Colony in the falsest colours. The disappointments experi-
enced at Sackett's Harbour and Plattsburg, gave occasion
to his enemies to discredit his military character: but what-
ever may have been his capacity as a general, (which we



