
~,222

REFLECTIONS 0F A CYNIC.

Bright je the more, but IsM blue,
t >',Alas! this day I'm fifty-two.

Wbat cati s creature say or do
Tbat's joyful, at grim fif ty-two ?

PIm ursed with corne, lespite as hoe
As old sud worn ase fifty-two.

Rheumatic arrows pierce me through,
My back'e a butt, at fifty-two.

Where once my unthinned grinders grew,
What dismal gaps at fif ty-two!

Stern warnings-sh, how oft ! -rencw
My dread of gent at fifty-two.

Though ail Muses I sbould eue,
v They'd stint their tire to fifty-two.

Beauty sud fGirace may fil my>view:
They tempt in vain: l'in fifty-twe.

Nature! Alack! 'tis " mountain dew"
One prizes inet at fifty-two.

Ideals !-pshaw! I uarvol who
Dotes on the inoen at fifty-two!

Tase ! Art 1 One tries with racier vout
Pateg dc foie at fifty-two;

Or even s piquant Irish stew
(Just dashed with wine>, at fifty-two.

Pass on, O world; your fatse ado
Moves nt the phlegin of fifty-two.

Your eweets, soon changed to bitter rue,
Deceive ne more at fifty-two.

Cerne, friend, a modest gaine et " tee
Mild stakes, mild pert, at fifty-two.

Diversions net tee 1flushed of hue
Juet suit the norves ef fifty-two.

PAUL llÀvt,, in Ilurper'«.

THE BEA UTIES ANVD BLEMISHES 0F
SPEECH.

buring the iset two decades there bas been s
decided movemeut towird s critical study of the
Engliali language, aud many books have been
publishsed calling attention te prevaient errors
iu writing sud speaking. A streng iinpetus was
given in this direction by Dean (now Arch.
bisbop>, Trench's interesting sud suggestive lec-
tures "6Ou the Study of Werds," subsequently
reinforced by Max Muller'e "lScience of Lau.
guage," sud the works on the saine subject by
Professors Msrsh, Whitney sud De Vers. Thealmeet siuiultaneous publication of our twc
great '"unsbridged" dictionaries, with the
stroug rivslry they awakened,-csusiug thexu
te be pushsd sud Ilpuffed " sud criticizdwher-
ever the pvese extended ite Briarean arm,-was
another force exertsd pewerfully lu the samne
dirèction. AiU these circumestauces contributed
te tbe tudy of the dictienary, sud cousequently
te a better use of language. Much intereat lias
aise been awakened in the study cf English b3
the publication of works devotsd te verbal cri
t'cibsm. Oue et the firet of these was IlThe
Queeu'à Englieh," by Dean Alford, followed, as
thre hound follows the hare, by "The Dean'E
English," by George Washington Moeu. After«
wards camne IlGood Euglish," by Ettwsrd S.
Goold ; Vulgarisin sd Other Errors ei
Speech," liv au anonynrous author; WerdE
sud their Uses," by Richard Graint White
"Words, their Use sud Abube," by William

Mathews ; sud several others. Tusse works,
rliough, with eue or two exceptions, unimper.
tant in theiuselves, have ceilectiveiy oxercise(
an immense influence on the lronuucîatieî
sudue of Enjglish werde. To the samne ciasa
of boeks belouge "Peabody'm lHsud-book e
Conversationi," a uew edition cf which bas besi
lsteiy îsaued. The pssent velums includes

Au Address te Young Ladies," by Dr. Pea
body ; '"A Lecture ou Conversation," by Frauci
Tren ch; "A Word te the Wise, or Hints on th
Curreut Improprieties of Speakiug sud Writ
ing," by Parry Gwyuue',-sad IlMistakes au(
liproprieties of Speaking sud Writiing Coi
rected," coinpiled frei two littîs Euglitih book
whobe authors are notueutioned.

Dr. Peabody's address, as hoe inféris us, ws
delivered befere a young ladies' school at New

v buryport, Mass. ; sud the subject is -happil,
chosen, for thore is ne part cx s yongi lady'

iuluding a cousiderable number cf the namnes1
Authers, A rtiste, ie. * that are oten mispreneunced
New edition, INew York: D. Appleton irCo.

Much of Dr. Peabody'e address je of a veryo
practical kind ; aud lie pointa ont mauy errera
in conversation that are prevaleut elsewhere, as
well as in Newburyport. He advises hie fair
hearere to be good talkers, equally svoidiug1
carelesanees on the eue hand, and undue preci.i
sien on the other; to cultivate depth of toues,
avoiding that harali, nasal quality of voice which
je prevalent, hie says, in the Northern States;
to shun ungrammatical rulgarisine, and to avoid
gosip, scandai, and ail shallow, superficial talk.
This advice has been given again sud agau, but
Dr. Peabody's menner of giving it in uew and
interesting, thnugh soins of his statexuents are
rather surprising, and cannot tend to increase
one'& estimate ef New England "culture."

Dr. Peabody justly denounces ain't as vulgar,
and Iuin't as intolerable ; but hie gees too far
when hoe indludes woe't in the saine ceudemna.
tion. Though irregular in ite formation, it moeins
to be a necessary word in colloquial lauguage,
and has been accepted as sucli in good seciety.
Such contractions as doi't, won't, hasn't,
couldn't, i.nr't, &c., tixougli not allowable to the
higher kinde of literature, are absolutely essen-
tial to that sase and vivacity in conversation
that Dr. Peabedy se forcibly recommenda. The
talk of a person who habitually soys, I do uot
think so," 'l It in not s," IIYou can not
go," etc., in insuferably precibe and Dedantic.
Care muet be taken, however, not te use con-
tractions improperly. They muet not be used
where the words would be improper if written
out. He don'to for example, must not b. used,
for we canuot say ire do nt; but he doesn't is
allowable sud proper. We regret that Dr. Pea-
body did flot specifically coudemn the fashion-
able slang that prevaile in many of our female
seminaries sud colleges ; perhaps he intended
to include this in what hie clesIlpolite swear-
ing." A few words might well have been said,
aise, in coudemuation of the illy cuetorn of
girls, in sehools sud elsewhere, of discardin
their own Christian naines, snd adopting sucli
feolish subtitutes as Mae, Mamie, Sadie, Msg.
gie, Camre, etc. Such pet namnes are very weil
for littie girls in short clothes, but are inappro.

apriate sud in bad taste when applied to sensible
eyoung women. The remarks of Dr. Peacody
1upon the reflex influence of our words upon our

e character, the power of good aud evil that lies
8iu words, and the necessty of religion as the

guiding, controlling element in conversation,
are true sud admirable.*

The lecture by Mr. Trench (net Archbishop
Trench> presents the subject of couversation in
a more discursive sud philosophical way, sud

fom-except as te style-a fitting Contnuation
of Dr. Peabody's theme. The style is of the

2o"9popular science " order, perhape inteuded for
ian audience composed chiefiy of working people

suad appropriate for that use ; but it seems to
s us ueedlessly redundaut, sud, though pleasant

suad gentlemanly, sightiy patronizing.
1 The author of Part Ill., eutitled "A Word to

Fthe Wise," states in his introduction that ho
9 writes for the educated ; but education muet be

rvery defective in England, if it is neceseary to
cali the attention of educated people te euch

emietakes as "b is pulse are regular." This is
asimilar to saying a corp for a ccrpse, summon for
8a sssmmons.* It arises tremn mistaking a singular

noun euding with the souud of s for a plural
noun-an error that is mnade, and eau be made,

of only by illiterats persous. A Chinee sud a
es Portugee are other instances of the saine kind.

Here je an errer, however, wbich je frequently
i eommitted by educated people - even in the
ieditorials of lesdiug journals : "lThe person
>w/rom 1 expected would purchase the estate," etc.

d Hers w/rom (who) the subject of woald purchase,
n is carelessly mistaken for the eubject of expected.
La Il expected" is pareuthetical, nearly equivalent
f te "6as 1 expected," "Everybeody bas a right te
n look aftor thetr own interests," 111One of the

S:bouses were sold," *'Who are you lookiug for 1"
J--are alec fsmilier exaemples of error. As to the

ia exemple lest quoted, the expression speenis8s
Le natural and lively as to alînost justify its use,

su ad it niay be fiually admitteà1 as an idioxu, Iike
d Milton's " thon whom {who) noue higher st."

lu I rapid conversation, "lWhom are yon looking
Là' for ?" seems stiff sud precige ; sud I"For wboxr

are you looking 1" sonuds like a sentence cut oui
la of IlBlair's Rhetoric."

V_ Another work relating te errers in speakiug
Iv is "lThe Orthoepist," whieh confines itself, as
'0 the titIs indicates, te pronunciatien. On lesfing

c-it over, oee je urprieed to sce hnw many or-
r .h"pcl itae aemQadeen byumen no

or a defoctive sar, sud many words are net heard
at ahl in such a way as te deteruiine usage.
Besides, our language is s living thing, sud is
coutiuually cbaugiug especially lu regard te .
pronuciaticu. There are aise, in regard te
many words, different usages, each equally good.a
It is, therefore, impossible for suy dictiouary te
represent the language with abselute correct-d
nes; sud if it did se, it wouid cosse te be ceruoctt
as accu as published. Stersotype plates are net
a flexible tbing as languago is, aud a dictionary,
therefore, is slew te admit changes or correc-
tions. There ia thtu, as te some worde, s time
when the dictionary is wreng, sud a person maye
properly diffor froin it, sud interpret usage for
hixuseif. As Dr. Worcester, himsîf a high au-1
thority, remarks :y

" The usage cf the best seciety lu the places
or district in whicb eue resides is net te be dis.
regarded. . . . A proper pronuinciatien is,
indsed, s desirable accempliehint, sud la in-
dicative of correct taste sud a good education ;
stili it ought tu ho rernembered that, in speech
as in manners, hoe who is ineet precise le ofteu
the least pieesing, snd that rustîcity i8 moret
excusable than affectation."j

There are numereus words as te whicb the
dictionaries, even the revi8ed editieus wlth sup.
plements, do net represent the usage of to-day.
We al ssy res'torant (rant as in currant>, but lu
the dictieuary we fiud ouly the French preniun-
ciatien, restorong'. Mr. Ayres very properly
gives the Auglicized prenunciaticu. Thre ionu
cernent la pronouuced cen' ent by the orthoépieta,
but those whe use the substance always eay
cenenr. We are taught te say "l'the rice (rise) of
pricea," but niuety.uiuo people eut cf a huudred
say rize. Iu these sud eth or similar cases a
person whe wouid persist in preouucning the
worda strictly as ruarked in the dictiouary wouid
make himsif as singular sud affected as if hoe
were te periiet in dreasiug aftsr the fashion cf
bis graudésire. Mr. Ayres is rijzht, therefore, lu
endeavoring te present actual usage in respect
te, suoh werds, even wheu the autherities are
against himu; but hoe is net right lu making
changCes for merely euphonie rossons. The genius
cf the lsngusge seexus te ignore eupbony alto.
gether lu msuy cases. Usage requires us te ssy
interesting, sud ve'hemience, wbile the oid pro-
nunciation, interest'ing, aud relie mnce, was
ceîtaiuly nmore euphonieus. Mr. Ayres prefers
plethor'ic, but usage undoubtediy favere pie.
IY' ric. He prefers deco'rous, but usage says
deèc'orous. The irresistible teudency in the En-
giish laniguegze is te îhrow the accent back
toward the beiuniug of the word. Soins werds
bave clisugsd thus within our recollection, sud
ethers are changiug before our syes. Retaurant,
cernent, sud renaissance are familiar exampies.
Iu the word inquiry, for instance, we are staug-
gling te keop tire accent ou the penuit, qui, but
people will say ta' luiry, sud we shahl prebsbly
be coinpelied te yield te thexu. Penuit itseltla
an example cf the saine kiud; those who are
precise say penult' accsnting tire iset syliable,
but moat people say pe'nulS. Climate seeme te,
bave souethlng te do with thie tsndeucy, as it
bas besu observed that Southeru nations tend

îte accent the fluai syllable. Prof. Marsh says
that " Many s Neitheru imsu bas gone te Cou-
groas a dactyl or a troche"-, sud cerne back au
amplhlbrac or an lambus ; 1"that is, the accent
lu bI namne bas shifted towvard the eud. Bal'cony
waa forxnerly preneunced balco'ny. Rogers ssyée,
"6!on'ten' plate je bad sneugb, but bal'cony makes
me sick." Rcords (noun) wvas formueriy records'.
Shakespeare say8

"Ysa, froin the tablets of My memeory
F'il wipe aivalal trivial, fond records. "-Hanilet,

Pope sald barreer' for bar' rer:

"Twixt that sud reasen what a nies barrier!1
Forever separate, yet ferever ucar."-Escsy oît Mans.

In regard te revenue, Mr. Ayres sys, "rie v'entu
in prose ; revem'yu lu verse," sud queteâ frei
U .nie îu-xuuauauu. jiu 1 OitufiClir
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"SiR," began s creditor who met oe of bis
victimes, I sent a bitlu i June." IlYes, sir."
IlAnd again lu Septemuber. " " Yss, sir." "4And.
again in Deceinber." IlYes, sir." "And I
Presumo you received eue the other day t" I
did, siir." "1Weit, air-weU, sir t" blustered
the crediter. IlWell, yen needu't fesi se prend
about it," replied the other; Ilthere are firme
lu this towu who seud me billseovery twe weeks
lu the year, sud they nover stop mue lu the
street sud brag about it éither 1 I deteet auch
egoties, sir! Good morning 1"

AN Italian teck an Engliali friand tesa maked
bail lu Naples. Iu a short tixue the latter
snissed avaluabie goid snuff.box sud strengiy
suspected that it had besu abstracted by a
mask wbo had been pressing close te hlm the
greater part of the evening. Coufidiug hie

suspicions to bis friend, the latter uudertoek te
regain hie preperty for hlm, sud actuaily re.covered the bex befere the close cf the enter.
tainuient. IlDid yen tax the fellow with the
theft, and se recever that box V" asked the
Euglishinan lu surprise. 6'Ne," snswered the
other; Ilt kne'w the mnu ad your box, for I
saw hlm take it; but 1 did net want te make
s disturbauce ; se tI waited my epportunity,
snd just picked bis pocket cf it."

A PROFESSOR wa s howiug a party cf ladies
sud gentlemen over somo large werks at Bir-
minghsîu cbiefly engaged lu the manufacture
cf complicated eptical instruments. The party
came acroses very lugenlous instrument, the

ookn f wbicb the professor preceeded to
ex Inn. l the midet cf bis exposition a

reugbly.dressed yeung man standing near struck
lu, sud civily poiuted eut that the mnuof sci-
ence wss quite iltaken in bis notions as te
the instrument lu question. The professer,
wbose weak point la net an excess cf humility,
augrly maiutaiued hie ewu visw, but did net
euccsed lu convinciug bis opponent, wbo finally
sbrugged hie aboulderesuad walked off. " Who
la that-that person 1 " aked the profeser lu.
digusntly cf a werkmau standing by. "lOh,
that le Doctor X, !" wus the repiy. "lHo lu-
veuted that instrument yen have been leeking
at 1" Tableau !

A USE FOR RicHiEs.- General Sheridan wus
receutly ceuning over freint Boston lu a sleeping-.
car, where lie had a whele section. Ho wus
sitting ou the iower berth lu the meruing, about
te put bis shees on, wheu hoe wss accosted by
kiud.looking gentleman opposite, who wae aise
putting on bis elios, with the inquiry, IlMy
frlend, are yen s ricliminuV'"George leeked
astouisbed, but auswered the ploasnt-faced,
tired-looking gentlemain with a "l es, V'in
telerabiy rich." A pause occurred and thon
anether question, 'lHow rich are you t" "lAbout
$700,000 or $800,000. Wby V'"I"Well," said
the eld mn, Ilif I were as ricb as yen aay yen
are, and snored as loud as 1 know yen do, 1
would bire a wbele sleeping car every time I
travelled."

14Now, beys," said.the teacher, "I1 ueed net
tell yen auything further of the duty cf cuiti-
vatiug a kiudly disposition ; but I will tell you
s littie storv about two dogs. George bad a nice
littîs dog that was as teentie as a lausb. He
would ait by George's aide quistly for su heur
at a turne. Ho weuld net bark at the passers.by
uer at strasîge dogâ, sud would neyer bits any.
body or auythiug. Thiomas' dog, ou the cou-
trary, was alwdye figirtiug other dogs, snd would
seometinîstsar thein quite cruelly. Ho would
aise fly at the hoe sud cate lu the neigh}'our.
hood, sud on seversi oecasions hsd been kuown
te seize a cew by the nostrils snd throw bier.
He barked at ail the strauge mou thîit came
aieng, and would bite them n uless somebodv
interfered. Now, beys, which was the dog yen
would lîke te own, Geerge's or Theinas' "
Iustautly cause the answer lu eue eager ehout.-
IlThomai' ?'

cerfect. Inu Snakespeare's turne the word was EmERsoN AS A PRACTICAL MAN.-The raci-
pronouiuced resien'ie lu prose as well as lu verse ; est testimony thm ever caine witini uy kisow.
sud dt tise prt-seiît tume it i.' rev'enue lu verse a4 ledge as te the souuduess cr Emerson lu practi.
well as in prose. Cton'versan&t le ancther word cal mattera was deiivered by a sturdy, stalwart
of the anme clasm. As Mr. Ayres rernarks iu bis Verinonter in s car ou the Fitehburg Railroad.
aupplement (revised edition>, ail the dictionaries My journey was to ho a tedieus one ef three
s buudred year8 ago gave conver'sant, while huudrtd miles, snd wben 1 teck rny seat lu the
modern worka give ctrnversant, as ho himseif car 1 feit that îuy fellew-paaseugers would give
gave il lu bis first edition. lio uow recomnseudis. me ne sncb glinipses mb tlîteir charaeters as
iu the case of thiesud somle other werds, a ire- would be afforded by a ride cf ton umiles lu s
turu te the old proîrunciaticu. But this, as we stage-coach. lu s railioad car the passengers
bave shown, la impossible, as it le ccutrary te are gloomily reticent, as if they expected te 1)0
an irresistible teudency cf tire lauguage. <ion- launýched into eternity at any moment ; lu a
ver'sant lsans errousons pronouniciation caused, stage they induige in aIl the fury cf gessip. sud
perbape, by associsting the word witb the vtrb reveat themsesves whiie prsisiug or censurIng
converse; just as illiterate people say peacify for others. Thora wsre two personua in front cf me,
pacify, tsking the Engiish word peace as tire mighty lu buik, but toc lnch absorbed iu
reet instead cf the Latin pax. W. wisb Mr. their own reflecticue te speak te each other.
Ayres had discsrded thre usedless refiuement The train, as usual, stopped at Concord. Thon
iusisted upon by nrthoèpists lu regard teo many oeeof the giants turued te the ether, sud laziiy
werds ending wlth et and ai. They insist that remsrksd, 'IMr. Emerson, I bear, lives lu this
ws sheuld say busi'ell for busli'l, bev'ell for town." " Ys-as," was the drswliug rejeinder ;
bev'l, trav'ell for trav'l, etc. ; white lu grovel "sud 1 understaud that, lu spîte of bis odd
sud several ether similar worde we muet drop notioiîs,he lsas man cf eon-sid.er-able Pmoiîy.
the e sound sud say grovl, etc. This distiuctionî ihis apposite judgemeut waî made wbeu Eur.
is founded upon ne priiucipte, sud imposes au "Ott'eaessys had tissu trsusstated into most cf
unnecessary tax upoîx the nieinory. Besides, it tihe lainguages cf Europe, sud wheu the recegni.
is practicaliy ignored. People generaliy say tien of iris genius was ovesi more cordial abroad
busli'l, bev'l, etc , aud, iudeed, to sound tise e lu iîhanî it was aînîg tris few th',ueands cf appri.

pedantic. The saine je true cf a lu sncb words kes who uttered it was more irnpressed by bis
as Ynal, mental, fatal, etc. We hiad msrkei1 tbrift than by bis thinking. Ho belonged te

several cIrer poin ts faîlotice, but muet refrain. the respectable race cf deîcendeutstists, sud
ïosuin up, we wilsay, that, on the wbois, Mm. was evîdeutly puzzted te, understand howa

Ayressbas doue bis werk witb taste sud judg: transcendentsiist couid acquire "'pmopity."-
met.-J. W. W. E. P. Wuîr'r'LE, iii ffaaper's.
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