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CHAPTER XXX
A HESITATING ANSWEEL
Veor fittle Ned continped  very, very ill,

Some days there secmed to be reasons for hope,

and days }m]n seemed quite o pass

away. all this dreary time Hayward
stind l Irimui He came daily,
and er luxuries he thonght

1 1ake, and be asked his
o wmdvance. ity pounds
'm» wished 1o assist a sick

Gl ‘i his sharp lttle
brown widest extent upon this
Tt to him

W den’t mean to say,”’
. zh..‘; yanoare such a ——" (he was going to
=3y “reol,” bat stopped himsel! when ]u-'l*c
nisbered $ivGeorge Hamiltony “that you're

e said,

such touisas tnat /. To borrow money to
helye o frie ii E‘"

}la\

s \('— “he osaid, ttse will

Newenme made ue objection todo this,. He
fan cind some - or other, through Sir George's
ageney, that Hayward would Lecome s great
man, and he was anxious, therefore, to give
him uwo effence. Heé slso was uudmxbtvdl\
}‘.lo,«{;: d ar the hiea of the thrashi mg that hl\
nephew,t Mr. Joe, had received from Hayward's
handx. "He kad many a secret grudge to repay
Bis cbivetinnable young man, He had even
ks o Hagward on the subjeet,
i fiv had been horsewhip-
¢ R m;;-~ Lutely.

=l en good terms with
it 'z‘w- utely dislike his
7, «t all events, for
% he was ever called upen
‘y.\m,u in valgarty and low-
such  n:en as his ancle and

It wmas L-»'
the worst Wwiitien
t rend Jdid e
ness ol the
cousin Moxan

On the fm or thivd day of lttle Ned's ill-
ness, he : Hilda the £fty pounds Le had
asked _\'v;as'-:cam-: to awdvaner, and placed the
notes in her hand with a ~n~ﬂ~*

Ti rbburst into tears when she saw them.
zm, I ocaunot,” she said 1 not all
thesa-—1| ¢ k lady Hamilton for o little
Lielp——yoi wo ate poor.”

GOV anew erod Hayvward  still smiling.
net tho ponr te nrlp atriend.  We must
P litele Ned through—and—you don't
t—but 1 wish-vou would

f-n anvthing, o
, and held out her

e sald . in a voice
ont have truly helpad

v about money was over for
“aat, bnt stil Httle Ned ot mo
Rametimes e fay in a stupor, awd
el and wanderid; bur it all
thinz, il wasa h:\-i ciNe, as
th,x from the firsy, dmi'

thher dnu’v’»r hond t
s Hildaa

end seend very near. The
jantin strugehiog as it
Hikda stood in »urh‘“ agony

iug up the Hitle sufferer, Zand

elieve hm»

"1“, }». .xlx*.{ bv il ‘\ W J.l"(i

with um.h.

HESR

z:'.;,u;. the end was dx “uw
went sip ote Hilda, and

LWy, H you ke to see

<3
[T LR V4 154

Gie \:n firees *nl'e rv! hlﬁ
serente aisl per

fut’» which laftall things
in t)m an:L of Ciod, might, ke
« Hilda o this trving hour, and
4t Lring his tn-‘ml
Lx v.zm‘ "' \'(‘H

: conld but oo anything ¢
“Bargaie, their Iandiady, lind shaken ler
Cand propbesied with the freedom of her

Tams duting the avenine * that i was 1o goort

kN
Iy :un:i:uw row,
ird “1o Twliove that we v do no more. Sn
Haywariwenr e fervis, amd half an
Loty bater the YOung eurute vmvrmi the room,
“He ded g foe ke a benediction Tine
wnipEeiou lm:.,‘ Tewked up for hope and com-
furt i the serens grey eves that were bent so
kinsllv upon el A he had some to fan

3ut it s hard, very

He } i
eften, that baeowas famiiling ~-ixh the needs alike
rnf'tl:-’a soprowing ayul the dyh e could tell-of
the' peiee which  thie warid  giveth not, and
schiet . the s tarshedls sttt son); “‘ith Wm‘"i“
af ixugw AN pebion, .

He kpelr down by linthe Nead's bcti»s!div and
Pray Lobor the vhildl heeidind himnot. o The
tnttering wpinit - was dalled by the mivaterions
Huk that bonned it 4 the stricken-fevered

At h) stk finis snd dvathi-beds ko

frome.Andget Hilda felt thankiul that tha
crita e bk om0 s
WA yous eame

Grr

again Sl waid, with |

:thm hone of trial Labashe

streaming eves, before he lefr, and in his gentle,
kindly way, Mr. Jervig }nmmm s o do s,

 But do not be aftaid,” he said. ** You nre
not forsaken. God is I\prmg wateh over the
child,”

How often  Hilda thought of these words
during the night ! Gads was keeping watch
over the child,  Whether Yu' Hved or died he
bad still a futher in heaven, and somehow this
thought seemed to lighten the tesponsibility
that had weizhed on the poeor girl's heart,

She told something of this to Hayward, <1
have blamed myselt,” she said, T T had
married, lttle Ned might have been so differ-
ently hmwht up in every way. Thisis \\‘h:\t
my sister says. I thought only of myself.”

“OIf you had married I repeated” Havward,
in <urpx'w

“Yes," answersd  Hilda, blushing, * 1 never
told you, but Mr. Trevor asked me to be his
wife before 1 left Samda. This was why he
would do nothing mare for lttde Ned. 1—1
fear 1 was seltish,™

N0 sabd Havward, warnmly, © vou were n
good and honest witl. Never tary 4 man veu
do not Tove 1 if vou do vou will be falae 1o all
that is true and noble tn your heart.”

Hilda blushed more deeply still at these
words, aml her head fell Life seemed so
dittienlt to her, and there were so many things
hard to understand, 'l"hi~ Moess of  Jittle
Ned's, for oue thing.  She had been doing her
best,  She had tried o iw hanest, snd hal pre.
forred a life of tell, atmast of peaury, to taking
1 false oath, aud swearing to love the old man
who had asked ber to marny him, And yet all
this evil hal come upen her, and the shadow
of a great grief.

This dist nat lighten .ud.x\*; went on. Littde
Ned fought with “death, aud after a weary
strugele the grim foe for a time w(mul fa lenve
the child, but the warks of that deadly fray re-
mained. - The strong, healthy, unsaln-.-nmn,
merry little boy was gone What Hilda lad
left was a pale, drooping child, almost deat| and
with some uther painful dregs of the dangerons
diserder through which b lind passed,

He was now a constant eare. It took «

Hilda's tinwe 0 attend to Bis frerful wants, xmxl
to soothe and vy to amuse the poor tistle fo
who such o short time ago ‘hm{ bern x0 .\'«ﬂ

and strong. Then orim cure came 1o wldd to
Hiliz's troubles.  Her late pupils deckined A
receive her after havivg  scarlet fever in the
honse, and whar was Hilda 1o du?

Heraee Jervis and Havwend were more than
good to her. The curate would never allow herp
to despond. - He was geeatly interested in her,
and almost daily he canie to see Hitle Ned. The
poor boy was thivatened with hip slisense, and
dervis toek him to oue of the most eminent
surgeons in  Londan, and spaesl o wxpense in
endeavouring to-restore his health

All thix threw  the curate constantly wigl
Hilde, HMHayward lad toid hin of Ler nmh..
of Mr. Trevars ofier, aml the giil's sweet, un-
selfish,  tender nature, her noble strugeles for
mdi-wmivm <, atrd Bier patient emdnmnes of poor
liztle: Ned's fretfal cinnplaintios, when she way
deing evetvthinz for kis b deeply touehed,
and finally won Horse Jevvis® heart,

Jut he did pot st tiest tedb her so; “m e
who lived not for carthly things auv ¢ t
fortn new ard tertaler tea s Would they bind
hins to Hfe with w0 strangz o bond,
death —~which b b '1-.: o be bt thos gate ol
heaven—arein dutk 1o hne, (090 separated ki
from the woman Le fovel 7 Awin and :\;.f»nil‘x
fose .\’”UWI thise ql"‘\v.;{llx" But ot last the
-"rl s care-bundened itk decided him to \‘-"‘f
for onx day Hilda with painfal heditntion asked
hime iF his would Lelpeher to main OBt Bew o
Lu;unvm.

oMy puptls have Toft me,” shesands 09 Mias
May, who was here yestentay, told aue plainiy
that she dared not wow reestmenid me, i
if 4 ehild were to take searlet fever s year
henee, nuder the ciremmstance she waouli be
blamel for it.  Yet it is ahsolately neeessary
that T should work. Do von think | eonlid be
u scehoahmistyess, wwd that van e‘un” wet any
inte somme parish school 0 Lwill do anyt xin{._{

mwusy do ~nm-‘ L, { lni‘,fli'n. [""“1" s n
telogrnphelork ©

The n Horaee fvl\h alted w menieur’s whenee
.synlw ’

SOWTH you ey wide, Hibda 27 headd quite
quietly. 1 will take choage of the hoy, by
you think yvou contd Jean o oo well eneagh
to manry e 1

tetit
‘

:
Bt

Ceaidd sbie beain 0 foe B welbewmgh 10
marry hins ! Whne noebe Hitbidg st it shhe
heard thise wirds, saol i barning blosle dye her
face ! Was 1 anat by fhoe that rose Lol her 2
A elever, theaghtful 't S thiat shie hasd o fivst
seeh i xhv Listde vidbrge chyrel of Semdahy-the.
Sea £ Yes, sheowss thinKing o Philip Hay-
ward. O the s who divk not tove bir, us she
il so often' told L hivseit awlly euough, bur
whose dmiage now: cate bvtween herand an.
pthier vnur Shaechad ovdeired Bevsell not to love
Hayward. " Hewas bor frinml, - She was bounid
to him Ly’ extraorinie ey botids of gratitude,
but this was-ali. o Not until- Hofwee 4 rvis osatd,
* Will you be my wite 70 did she adiit to” hvr-
self that Philip Haysard wis anytling niore in
Ler “than . this. - Thew, w in 1 shie u-nu,{hr ol
wiareying dnother s he buew that she loved
Hayward; sud 1ht l?-v Sheitght of dnyie el
hotnd 16 hor in suel clese ek ntmun.m wotihd
b htelnd to her sonh : i

But on the other famd - thoe was Jittle ‘0"([
and thers was 41~n'ﬂu‘g:«u-wmn i, 2 wWho i
o hey 'ul by Tove s
N "Hh{]\ ¥ U lt‘!hi' 11\

Wl 7 said B

.nul ke

dear, iagasd oman

Jooking at the -'xrl-x c!nn“xu" fam' o you
think you conld Tearn tw love me "

“ You-- you--are vory oo, .\Ilcrcd Hilda.

“ How . good 1" said Jervis. ¢ Sometimes |
have thought of I.m-. do you - know, IHilda, that
it was not “gond,” or’ even right of ne to sevk
vour love. b feared the “sweet tie might make
Jits too pleasant’ o we, and perhaps interfore
with what ought to be, and must continue to
be, its most fxbxurhm" interest. But lately
have taken another view of this, and | pray
God that 3t is w right one. For one thing there
1s the ehild o consider; for wuather, can we not
he feliow workers? There are many cases of
sittand sorrow wheve ngood woman's voiee nmld
presence-ds more than o man’s. 11 yon will be
my wift, we might help cach other.”

1t was nat a romantic woning, was it And
vet-dervis’s heart was beating  with  tewder
emotion, and he loved the girl he was askinug
to share his work,  Yonsee he estee uwd this
boyond evervihing,  br was his Master's work.
IO Hikda would eote wnd help hitn she ton
wonld enter that gracieus servier. It was
thus he had argued when he decided 1o ask her
to be his wife.  DBut who kuows 7 Perhaps the
frail mortal deecived himself and Qlothed bis
own fund \'Lﬁﬂ'!‘nl”\ in words of see ity dmv
and reserve

“May il think " hesitated Hilda,  *“This is
so stdiden. Lot we have time to think,’

Y, cervainde” answersd Jervis. ¢ Tell
me to-marrow what you think.  Be quite open
with e, Hildio Let me be vour friend as
well as vour lover ¥ '

“Yes,™ said Hilda, and  she held out her
hand, which the curate pressed, and then after
a few more words he took his leave.

It was a momentous sjpuestion that the poor
airl was Teft to decide,  DBetween a good man’s
love, a sertbad howse and position in ) the world,
atul comtorts and tender thenght for the sick
child in her care, aud n vague, shadowy feeling
v AN unr»fz!urumi Tove— fur another wman. Yot
that vain shadow disturtied her.  [tmade her
shrink frow the thenght of what otherwise
would have been sweet 1o her, and tremble at
a prospect which might have sevied so fair
and susoatl

Bat she was not Laft alone to wmake her deois
sion. During the evening Miss May (wao Jiald
been very kil fusending lttle Ned jellies aud
fruit during his illnesss une .\pm tedly arrived,
Noa seoner, then, did the old Iady enter the room
than she at onve notived  Hildw's agitated and
absent manner,

0h, wmy dear ! she said, fixing her sharp
brown eyes on the girl’s faee; “sarely no new
wisfortune has happened to yon 1

N0, answered Hilda ¢ and then, eager for
a woman's counsel, she pelids her old  schonl-
mistress of the curate’s propo=al.

As she fnished her stary, Miss May jumped
ap ofl her seat and kissed her, :
she salily 9T nuever was so

p!v_f;l,v%if‘

g,
Hildul .

“ Then leatn w ,oas fast as you can,”
answered  the enérg old fady. * Whatt
vorchun't menn toosad vt wre esitating B My
lear, arve yon iiad

o hope net sabid ponr o Hibda,
stpite. ‘ : -

Yo would beoutterly se, sUATK Ciead, in
act,” eontinmed Mise May, 90 you did nat
thankinily aeeept this Tonug man's wenerons
progosal, Wi U ileoyon Know what vou are !
A i withour sixpeuee, . No o partteuiar
beanty either, though veu have an agreeabls
faes anel then voi do not forgee the untor-
tnunte child that yon have the misfortune to
have attached u' yom ?7 .

N, bodon’t forget 1mnr figtle N, zabid
Hilda, her eves filling  with - tewrs; M,
Jurvis mentivied hing (m«-v --he said I:f‘ wisuhd
take churge of the chitd,”

“CThen 1 ean only say. he'sh mwan i a huns
dred, wnd youoshouhl “thank God: night and
day, for having got- him P75 plonsly elacalated
Miss May, - % My dear, . affers s narriage are
noet pientiful for }nmr girls whe have to woerk
for their bread) Thud one and 1 oninytell von,
though 1 wasn't bud. lm.lun,\. and was gnite
agreeable to ba maaried, that L pever had ans
other,” ' ’

5 \h‘i \'nlll Hsk-ﬁww, . :

SOphink eyl bouw b il nk, i ende, thil
sy dnty gntefully to Caccept this pro-
pn«c.], and nnmwhunw Iuegin i love. Mr
Jorviz with the g \h-st fervone Al my
sohielp ands protect yoa
throughi - Jifie daesn't .'.'!.H to eversone's lot!
Yoward a fortunate girl, nd 30 vor got to kuow
thia young clerryman throughs livde Ned being

Miss \Lvy [ odon't koow" faltered
sl don” ¢ foave Mr Jer '

+

trving fo

expectsd to die, Lonnonty sy that i was very
ohlig 1 nf fittle Ned 1o appear to he g0 near

Bl and.”

0 Miss \lnv S -

S am guitein parnest, my dear,.  Bless me,
whint W lucky. girbvou have: been! . With your
by nomenns pethnrkabli looks, von might Imw'
mlml wid hlmi el ng e ever luoLnd ut
\un

Thisx \mulv pmvtunl view ol the Ease’ was
not - withont s inflacnge on lhltlm Another

strony, practical argument, too, in - favonr. of

lvnn wm the atate-of her frrrse, That “baso
vott g from the bowels of the eavth,” b in-

‘dewd @ v-nnd»-xtn] infludnee on onr destinges, It
iall veryowell fur those who lavenever fele

the want of it, to talk grandly and largely ou
the subject. - But wait until the pinch of. po-

verty s eotnies,  befors whishi ™ ‘yol can dstimate’

moneytal ity full value, Hildw hadd folr thiv

Fes. 22, 1879.

o
) Pay

~l’.lrL, shehadd felt very trinnphant.
cout on the terrade afier the broukfast was over,

She had known wlnl it-was liter-
She had

cold pineh.
ally to want' the means of ‘existeénee.
Leen  forcedewoh, eruel: necessity 1--to horrow ;
Lo aceept the grt nl;,o«l Aole which u‘umll} falls
from the rich man's hand,

So, when IHorace Jervis eame for his answer

the next day, she accepted ‘him. . Then the
yourg CHRLE tnnk her in his arms. and kissed
her puhuhn wk. :

SOy dear, uay  God ‘nlv\s the new life on
which we are nbout (o vater, he sald, solemnly,
“ May it be to His glory and honour,™

Ihiida trembled, 'md her heart was greatly
tronbled when she heard these words,

R fear 1 am not good enough for «
clergy s wile,' she said, with much hesita-
{ion,

N one of usare ©goald o'uuu;.,h, Hilda,” an-
swited the enrate \vnh iy sum: “hut we must
Ly o make cach other better,

L awild ey, " said Hildy, and she put her hand
modestly inte ber betrothal’s. She meant she
wouli trv ta do her best, nat to wmake Horace
Jovvis better, buat to do her Jduty o the new Life
that shie haed now chosen,

<1 wanderwhat Hayward witl think ol this ¢
presentiy sabd the enrate. Do you knm\,
Hilds, 1 ones thought that you apd he were
Hkely te marry vachiother, but when T hinted
this to 'ilin he told me that it was nnt so--
that in faet some un!umnmh- attachment lmd
greatty embittered hig el

¥ ex,answered Hilda, with chauging colour,
e o n-uu-el for the maost b mtxf\:l \\nnmn I
aversaw —for Miss Trevor, now Lady Humilton.”

“CPaor Havward 17 said Jervis, Mudlv “But
in time I irnst that he will get aver it—in time
1 truss he will fined a good and Joving wife.”

Y es," sald Hilds, and she stghed, and almost
irmumlk;m-l_\ afterwards changed the econversa
tion.

Bat the dav did nor end until her interest wax
exeited afresht i Hayward: . The Iate’ evening
post bropght her aoletter from him, the contents
of which wreatly surprised, aml even alarmed
Ler, They were as follows

My dear Hibda, exeuse iny oot ealling to see
you befors 1 Joave town this evening, for Thave
spent such a busy, distressing day that -1 have
not el time to do so. S George” Hamilton

called upon me last evoniug, and from circum-

stunees which have egeurteds urged me to retarn
with hiwe to Massam. . Something very painfal
and tragic has happened there, but 1 have not
time now to write the particulars to you. | write
this note so that von may koaw where | am to
be found, and if von want any money or any-
thirge else that )} oun ;nn.xmlv do for vou, please
Tet nie Ln-m, saldressing your letter © Care of Siy
G Hamidicon, Massam Park” 1 will write you
farthier partioulars when 1 reach Y«.«rk:shir-:, aml
I rum.un, stenr Hilda, : :
“Yeurs, very truly,
e p HLLie Il.\\ wanh.
s el Yotle Nad, with my love, that if
Premain in the éfomniry—of which there appears
to be g probability - that he must come and sty
with e, ard that | wnH et him a peny. )
L X1 l! }l‘."
Nover before had Hitda received a detter swhich
bind se completely puzied ber, - Huyward had
TeVer $VEn ]nmmi at the possihility trat some
day he nighit- retnrn to Massai: . Thew ‘what
could havs ocetirel there that was at oned tragic
sudpainfol 2 Hilda tried in vain to answer this
question, but she  fely wueasy and disturbed.
Why had Huyward gone back o Massam ? Wiy
Bal rones more approached  the. fatal heauty
that had w0 n-':uh' destroyed his life *

CHAPTER XXXI.
z"!'lw‘r' iy

To ¢ sk thieses qunstmxr« und to explain
Hayward's Ietier to Hilda, we must o back twa
‘{l\~ Twe days, then, befors the evening on
which she reecived 10 - seived the letter that
el ier sugh anxivtyaud paine -the hounds
bad met at \(umun Park! 1t was”a favonmble

PIFE s THREADSTEALS PEATH.

Soeniugy atad aogread gathering of the geatlemen

ol the peiyl Nhomthamd had assembled  there,
Ivabed wiss w0 the enithe of her popalarity,
and was abmest univ vmhv N)nwlv'xmi the most
brautiful - woman in’ Yorkshire” Men raved
about Der charms, and evin women s o rale wl.
mitled thenn Bat shie was o greater fvairite
with gentlomes than with Tadws o This, prer-
haps, was aly Onatueals Thee carelssy, even
shghtly detiant manuer that sh om-n nnlulm-d
i wis more Hkely o faseinate ey than mat-
Fons, aid thene weri faint whispers too (not ¢x-
actly seandalsy thnt she wis indisereet- in her
ﬂ"lt'hd\lsiph and - that oMy Hanaway,  Sir

co'slawyer, T Wik L mors frequently at the
thian thire was any uecessity for.

Bt tlis did “not affect hor position; . Siv
George's great wealth anil her own beanty had
fully secured this, and Lady “Hamilton - of - Ma-
sam:was eonrted and ,ulnnml wlwrwn-r she cone
descended Lo ’\1\'):‘

The morning on’'w hich the hownds met at tha

anid.stond theee talking to the red-goated mau,
while:som of the faviurita hounds als gathored
around hers Alway< gorgeons in-her dress and
:ﬂll‘l@llhlhll}\\, slie worn this worning « contume
of dark green velvet and sable, andoaw she stood
with the xunshinbiyg ou her golden bair aud
wonderfully porfict foatures, shy way conscions
that every man present waxadmiring her.
“Piomdnent g the Yrimp neay lmr wi her. ald
m'qu,nu!au- @) llw i andsome guardsan, Captain

She went: .



