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Girantys under the Act for the Encouragement of
Superfor Education.

We beg leave to call the attention of the directors of Col-
leges and Academies to the notice contained in another
part of our colummns; as it is the settled intention of the
government to insist on strictly enforcing the provisions
of the Law in the next distribution to be made.

Report of the Chicf Superintendent of Publfc
Instraction for Lower Canada for 1S56.

In one of our recent issues we published an abstract of
the Report of Dr. Ryerson, on Public Instruction in Upper
Canada. We have now before us the English version of
the Report for Lower Canada, for the same year, which
has been published for some time in French. As it must
naturally be of great interest to most of our readers, we
will quote at length from this document.

The Report isdivided in three sections ; the first contains
remarks on the operation of the new educational laws, the
seeond contains suggestions cf new reforms to be introduced
aud the third is devoted to a review of the statistics collected
during the past year. It is followed by three appendices—
the first, contains the statistical tables; the second, the
circulars, regulations and reports made by the Superinten-
dent to the date of the Report (24 May 1856,) and in the
third, are to be fonnd extracts from the reportsof the several
school inspectors. The whole forms a pamphlet of 244
pages in-So.

In the first part, the Superintendent congratulates Lower
Canadu on the results obtained by the recent legislation on
school affaurs, and more particularly with regard to the in-
crease in the assessment and the more regular collection of
the monthly fees.

One of the snost impontant clauses of the laws on education passed
Iast year, says the Supermtendent, s, without doubt that which
grants 10 schuol mumcipalities the power of doubling the amount of
their assessments, aml the ebhigation isnpased upon them to collect
regularly the monthiy tees, tor all children of aue 10 attend school @
1 consideed it necessary however 1 miterpret these two reguire-
ments of the nw, the ane by the other, ond therefore, in some mu-
nicipalities _in which it would scem ditlicult to insist upon the
collection of the uronthly fees, and where the penple appeared to
prefer the Jevymg an additional amonnt of assessmeat equivalent
10 these fees, 1 thought 12 weuld be better, for this vear, 0 allow
them tdeir share of the grmnt, as by law [ am empowered to do.

Besides this, the advamage of 2 svstem of which, the value of
propenty and the usumber of cluldren to be taught, form the basis,
apprears to be zenemdly felt. Oat of 190 schioo! snunicipalitics, only
65 have uol, this year, collected their monthly fees 5 of this munber,
51 have funushied an amount of sdditionnd assessment, equal 1o the
minimum amoust of the fees. The I other muaicipalitics are
ahmost al) poor, exempl vven from assessment. The l&\' munici-
palities whe sull refuse: 1o obey e kaw iu this respeet, have recei-
ved due waming o conform 1o 1= requiterments, aud their share in
the next half years grmat, wal be withheld naul they bave levied,
at leasty the mindmum mount of the monthly fees.

When this law was passed, it appeared to me to be the geneml
impression that e ciaise pesmilting municipalities to increase the
wnount of theit assessments wonhi prove nudexd letter, or that very
few of them wenld take aavaniage of it.  These who entertained
such an vpinion, wWill be astanshied o learn, that more than one
half of them have nmised their annual assessment.  Three, have
actually increased it four-fold, 16 have tapled the usual annual 1ax,
102 have doubled ity 22 have increased it o half, 39 a third, 34 a
ynatler, and 14 a fifth.  Forty others havo also raised their assess-

ment, in a small amouut, so that out of a 1otal of 190 municipalities,
fi’.“il have already taken advantage ot the enactments of the new
aw.

Besides the increase in the aunual assesstnent, the new blank
returns which I caused to be printed for the use of the school Com-
missioners, contain coltnns in which the mmount of additional
assessment for the payment of debts, imposed by virtue of a clause
in the new law, voluntary contributions, fuel woeod, &e., furnished
are 10 be specifled.  Under the head of «assessments over and
above the amount of the grant and specinl assessments,? the third
column in statement B, indicates as well the amonnt of the increase
of the assessment as also all extraordinary comributions, and it is
this amount which I shall hereafier designate as « additional con-
tributions.”

From this statement it appears that 457 municipalities have by
s additional contributions® exceeded the amount of their share of
the grant; which will onfy leave 33 mumcipahiies that have not
fmimshed by assessment or voluntary contributions Gndependently
of the monthly fees and taxes for the erection of schoo! houses,) a
sum ore than equal to that granted by tie Government,

In 120 municipalities the mmount of additional contrsbutions,
equals the ordinary assessment, in some cven, it far exceeds ity m
1035 others it exceeds the half.

1 shall return 1o this subject, when comparnng the statistics of
this, with those of preceding years: butl think that I should here
point out certain districts of Inspection amd certain Municipalitics
that have distinguished themselves above the others by their noble
effonts in the cause of Edueation.

The districts of Inspection which } consider it my duty 1o men-
tion are

1stly. That under the charge of Mr. Inspector Bouraevis. The
share in the government grant awarded to this distnct of Inspection
is only £302, and besides the like amount under the requircments
of the law, there has been Jevied £128 additional contribution, £188
mounthly fees, and £901 specinl assessment for the esection of school
houses, making in afl £1320, that1s 10 say, ure than four tites
the mmount of the s allowed by the govermnent.

2ndly. The district of Inspection under the chasre of Mr. Ins-
pector Parmelee, the annual grant to winch 1s only £1635: this
district has furnished, bestdes £1599, amount of the ordinary assess-
ment, L1406 additivnal contributions 3 £1576 monthly fees and
L1115 assessment for the eiection of school houses, furiming in all
£35720.

3rdly. In the district confided to the care of Mr. Clulds, for which
the amaunt of the grant is L1238, there wis rised £1258 of ordi-
nary assessment L1257 additional contnbutions, L1650 wonthly
fees, and £566 for ussessment for blding school houses: in all
£4773.

4thly. In Mr Roney’s district of inspection, ti:e tolal sum levied
amounts to £3011, viz: besides ondwary assessments, £666 addi-
tional assessmem 3 £1019 for monthly fees 3 and £360 for the crec-
tion of school heuses 3 whereas tie amount allowed 1o this district
as its share of the gmnt only amounts to £505.

Sthly. Finally, the district under the inspection of Mr. C. Gennain
cxhibits a total of £1485, vie: L1591, anlinary assessment equal to
amount granted 3 £912 addinonal assessment 3 £850) monthly fees,
and L1081 specaal assessment for the crection of schoal houses.
With the exception of two districts situated at the castern extremity
of the province and in such a position that 1t 15 astomshing that the
main requirements of the law could possibly be carned into effect,
all the other districts of inspection have more than doubled the
amount of their respective shares of the government grant by addi-
tional assessments and monthly fees.

I would patticularly point ot. for the specizl attention of the
reader the contents of sttement B of the appendix, which shows
the generous contributions given, and the privations subumitted to,
by muonicipalities, of which I can only name a few, which 1 select,
in a general manucer, from the poorest, andnost recently established
among thens.

Thux, almost all the muniepabities 1 the distnct of Gaspe have
mised very cousiderable sums, when compared with their res-
pective shates in the government grant 5 in the County of Rimouski,
3. Genmain (or Rimouski,p Lessard. St Octave de AMetis and St
Simon facreascd their assessments. while they collected 2t the
swme thme, their moathly fees:

In the County of Chatlevaix, the parish of ¢ Les Ebonlements®
raiscd £71 by additional assessment and £30 by manthly fees.  In
the County of Mezaatic, the mumcipahiics of Ayvlaer. St. Calixie
de Sommerset, and $t. Ferdinand d*Halifax have mised suins, which
are really surprising when compared with their respeetive shares
in the government grant. The parishes of St. Nicolas, St Jean




