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of the Holy Spirit of G xl, by asscrting that it was intended tojin the present dag, it is possible for him to tako inwxica'ting
teach us thus to strain at agnatand swallow a camdd? Iore, then, | diinh, or give it to others to drnk, to the glury of God. When

ig & plain command, casily intclligible to a plain man, and lere is
. a speeific opportunity propored for you to ohey it.  lere arc no
" uhstractions, or  barren generalities, but 2 plan test of Christian

obedience, to prove the sincerity of your fath and love.

Agun the Apostle says, “ Iave no fillowship with the unfruit.
ful works of darkness; but rather reprove them.”  Now the
blackest decds of darkness that ever were done on carth, are dune
by intoxicating drinks.  Almost all the robberivs und murders that
arc cammitted, are planned under the inspiration, and cxceuted
under the excitement, of intoxicating drinks. “They raise the
courage of the burglar to the point of action, and sharpen the
steel of the midmght aesnssin.”’ ~ And he who by buying, sling,
or using them, or admitting them to his table, kecps up their
respertability, and cncourages others to uso them, has a kind of
fullowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, unfruitful in all
gond, and fruitful in every evil, mischief, crime, and misery, that
ever carsed mankind,  There is no avoiding this conclusion, by
all the quibbling in the world, for it is the plain strait-forward
meaning of the passage. If the Apostle kind written this passage
in the spirit of prophecy fur the express purpose of enforcing the
fundamental prineiple ‘of temperance socicties (I do not say the
socicties themselves, but the principle on whizh they are founded;,
he ¢eould not have chosen words more directly appropriate to the
subject.

:{gain the Apostle says,  Neither be partaker of other men's
sins; keep thyself pure.” Now he whe by his countenance, aud
custom, keeps up the respectability, and maintains the cxistence
of a =piritshop, whereby another finds his sin and his ruin, s cor.
tuinly partaker of that inan’s sin. e who, by his examplt in the
use, encourages another to use that which makes him sin, is cor.
tainly partaker in his sin.  But itis the special vbject of Temper.
ance Socictics to prevent men from thus partaking in other nen's
sins. Therefore, the principle of tempurance socictics 15 in the
very spirit and essence of Gospel morality, T dy nut here mean
to assert that this text makes 1t our duty to furm a svcicty, but I
do say that it makes it our duty to resojve, by the grace of Gaod,
that we will never, even indirectly, become partakers of another's
sin. And if it be our duty to resolve, it is hard to say why we
may not tell that resolution to others. It scems very nztural that
frllow pilgrims, travelling the same road to the samo hcavenly
city, should conzult cach other in love, and tcll cach other diuir
phws and purposes fur the journcy, And if & fow Christians
declare to cach other their resolution, and agree togcther not to
partake of the sin of their country, in this particular instuncc, by
touching the instrument of intcinperance, pray what is this but
the embryo frame.work of a Temperance Socicty 7

But here it will be said, that this is not the parlicular instance
whirh the Apostle had in view, when he said to. Timwthy,
“ Neither be partaker of other men’s sins.”  Be it so, the partic-
ular made in which onc man may be murc in dangur of partaking
of another’s sin, may be diff.rent from the particular mode m
which another may incur the same danger, Morcover, the pre.
vaifing sin of the day in which men in g ncral most Cxtensively
aid, ngrl, assist, and encourage cach other in sin, and thus bee e
partakers of each other’s sins, depernds npon circumstanees, and
these must necessarily be different in different countries and ages
of the world.  But the plain duty of not contiibuting dircetly or
remntely to another’s sin s binding upon cvery age, and extends
to the end of time. It is the peculiar glory of the Scriptures that
they are not like many of the ¢phumcrul productions of man,
matters of miore local intcrest, bat that they are wrtten for our
instruction, and are of an interest wide as'the world itsc!t and
Cocsal with etemity.  He miscrably cramps the cwnang of
Seripture, and fritters away these beautful dircctions of the
Holy Spirit down to nothing, who limits their meanng ty the
peculiar occasions which called them forth in the days of the
Apesiles.  This is only another ingen.ous way of adimring the
command in the abstract, and getting rid of any oblgation to
persnal obedience toit. *

Agam the Apostle says, « Whether, thercfore, ye cat or drink,
or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.®  The world
perhags cannot fully understand the meaning of this cunmand;
bt the believer understands it w: . He knows that it means
that his reiigrion is not to he a thing s.tapart ouly for the S.chb.th,
but that it is to enter into all he docs, and givea ting or ealour
tn every thought and action of his life. Wl the helie ver wiader-
ftands what is nicant by dulng all thinzs to tre glory of God. And
‘et me ask him—can he lay his hand upon s licart, and say that

b boholds the effeets that it produces, the oaths, curses, blas.
. phemics, and erimes that it produces, he must percave thaw it can
Jouly be diunk to the glory of him who is the cnemny of God and
iman. ¢ Whatsovver you do, do all to the glor?r of God 1 Chris.
,Lians ! are you willing to obey this command m the epirit of it,
and to curry it through all the actions of your lives ? .
1 Again the Apostle says, “ Avoid even the appiaraunce of evil
let not your goud be cvit spuken of,” that is, let it not be of that
doubtful charucter which affords a handle for speaking cvil of it.
H, in the present day, the Christian uses ever so little of that
which is the kuown cause of alinost all the cvil in the world, it
will have the appearance of cvil, and will be evil spoken of.
Those who scck a cloak for their own intemperance, or a salvo to
lull their cunscicnces asleep, will be delighted to sce him drink it,
and, however small the quantity he drinks, they will cluim a kind
of fllowship with such a Christian, and will not give him credit
for the purity of temperance. .
Again the Apostlc calls upon Christians to chsent their
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable, to God.* He thus
appeals to the Roman Christians, * I beseech you, therefore,
brethren, by the mercics of Gad, that ye present your bodics a
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable
service.” Now let any man contemplate tho vast mass of tho
populace of our cities that frequent the gin-shops; let him con-
tumplate the disgus..g effect upon therr bodics, and the debasing,
coriupting, cffect upon their minds, and ask hunself whether it »
possible that they should present their bodies a living saerifice,
holy, accptable to God, so long as they frequent such places as
these.  Is it not evident that they are presenting body, and soul,
and ull, filthy and unholy s:lcnﬁ}::cs to the devi, to crime, and
pollution, and everlasting fire?  Andit is rcasonably to be doubted,
concerning even the most respectable member of society, who
carclessly gives his countenance to the most accursed traffic that
Satan ever set up in the world, whether by so downg he is present.
ing his own body a living sacrifice, holy, aceeptable to God, and
whither it is pessible, that the Holy Spirn should consent to dwell
his own heart, while he is cncouraging the use of that which
drives him from the hearts of others.

Again the Apostle says, * Gricve not the Holy Spirit of God,
|\\'hu1by yc are scaled unto the day of redemption.” Now can
any man read the testimony given bejore the British House of
Commons, by the judges of the land, the practitioners at the bar,
and the keepers of our penitentiaries and jails, all concurring in
the fact that intemperance is the cause of three-fourths of the
idlness, poverty, prostitation, and crime, of England—ecan he
mike use of his own eycs, and behold the filthy, polluted,
degraded, and atterly demoralized state of those who frequent tho
plices where spirits are sold—san he hear these things and ser
than with his own cyes, and doubt whether spirit-dnnking grieves
the Holy Spint of God, and drives lum from the heart? Can he
read the sume testimony from Amenca, declanng that the united-
expericnee of the nation has proved that i* * scars the conscience,
hardens thc heart, pollutes the affections, excites ail the bad pas-
siunz, weakens all the motives to do right, and strenghtensall the
y Mulives to do wrong, is the cause of nine-tenths of all the ctime of
Amgcrica; and lastly, that it closes men's cars aganst the preach-
ing of the Gospel, and prevents their conversion to Christ,—can
v s.rivusly consider these things, and doubt whether spint.
, drinkinz gucves the I{ol{7 Spirit of the Lord?  Is it possible for a
. mn to unagine a more likely way of grieving the Holy Spirt,
vand driving him froni Lis own heart, and opposing the spread of

Clrist’s hingdom in the hearts of others, than by using, or by
cxample cncouraging others to use this instrument of Satan?
i Time was when these conscquences of the use of intoxicating
; drink were not known; bat now that they are so well known and
" thoroughly understood, if a man still persists in the use of it, 1a 1t
pat all Lhdy that the Holy Spirit will scal his soul unto the day of
reduaption? Is it not far more probable, unless he repent of this
| wickedness, that Satan will set upon him the mark of the beast,
and scal him unto the day of damnation ?
“Know yc not, says the Apostle, that ye are the temple of
| God, and that the Spint of God dwelleth n you? Ifanyman
defile e temple of God, him shall God destroy.”  Man’s soul 18
y the tample of the hving God, which must not be defiled. Now
| What cause on carth s there in the present day, that has donc
on-.thousan Jth part as much to defile this temple of the iving
i God as the lust of mtemperance?  And if you have any tender-
; ness for the honour of God, or any love for the souls of men, wil




