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first step must be tho collection of the
rolling stock on the required points of the
difforent lines. To tako tho readiest ox-
ample, if an order were issued in London in
the ovenin%, this would be accomplished on
any of our lines by daybreak next morning,
to an extent that would ensure the despatch
of trains thenceforward without interruption.
But in fact a continuous movement might
be commenced in about six hours with the
stack collected in that interval.

This  reliminary measuroe accomplished,
tho following conditions attach to tho con-
veyance of troops of all arms :

A train of from twenty-four to thirty-four
carriages of all kinds—passenger carriages,
cattle-trucks, horso-boxes, and break-vans—
can be propelled by ono engino; and a
speed of from twenty to twoenty-five milesan
hour, though lower than what is attainable,
is considered more suitable to a continuous
movement by lessening the risk of breaking
dotwn,

An ordinary second or third class carriage
holds thirty-two soldiers. A horse-box holds
three horses, and a cattle-truck six to eight.
Taking the effectivo number of one of our
infantry battalions at 760 men and 36 off-
cers, and allowing threo tons of baggago and
{our tons of camp ecquipage, the battalion,
:vit_h its equipment, can be conveyed in one

ra,.

One train will also contain a squadron of
cavalry of 120 horses, and four trains the
regiment,

Each artillery waggon, or gun, with its
limber, occupies one truck. A battery ‘ol
horse artillery, or a field battery, with its
men, horses, and equipment completo, re-

* quires two trains of from thirty-one to thirty-
thres carriages cach.

A battalion of infantry standing ready at
the station, and properly practised, embarks
in a few mioutes. Cavalry rcquire twenty-
five minutes to fill the trin, and artiilery
halfan hour., If all embark at the same
station, only three trains could be despatched
in an hour. But by creating temporary
platforms the loading can take place simul-
taneously. A platform 300 fect long allows
all the carriages of a train to be loaded at
once—and such a platform can be made in
three hours, by 200 men, out of materials
always at hand on railways,

Under such circumstances it bhas been
calcvlated that there would be no difficulty
in forwarding, on an English railway, larg.
bodies of troops at the rate of one train
overy seven and a half minutes, or eight
trains per hour—that being the shortest in
terval judged safe on such occasions. The
transport of a corps of ali arms might there
foro be thus calculated in round numbers:

20,000 {nfantry.

2,000 CAVAIrY..e. o0 -
‘8 batteries.. e s wesessriestanas

4 compan.es of englucers....
Ambulanctiees « -+ covenne

TOtAL. cevneconroensareoscanannans 72 trains,

Supposing the carriages collected and the
platforms made for ombarking and disem-
barking, the corps could bo conveyed sixty
miles in twelve hours from the commence-
ment of the movement. If it were required
to operate in a district which could not bo re-
lied on to furnish food and conveyance,itmust
be followed by one day’s provisions and for-
agofilling eight trains, and trangport vehicles
and dnimals filling cight more. The whole
movement would be completo in fourteen
to sixteen hours.

This amount of forco might bo despatched
on our chief railways without aid from the
return carriages. Other bodies might also
follow to the distance named, or cven far
ther, since the carriages would return in

time to maintain tho continuity of the
movement. Butif tho distance wero doubled
tho oporation muet bo interrupted.

This caloulation rests on data afforded by
double lines conducting a great traffic, and
possessing the maximuwm amount of officials,
servants, and rolling stock. Such facilitics
would exist only in an inferior degroe in
many parts of tho continent, or in America.
Tho power of maintaining tho movement of
large bodies must also in most cases bo di-
minished by the necessity of cor.inumng to
supply the great towns which depend on
raitways forr food and fuel. Other draw-
backs must also bo taken into account in
estimating the speed of movements by rail.
On long journeys intervals of rest are neces.
gary. Men and horses are exhausted by the
constrained position, packed closely as they
must be, and could scarcely be at onceready
to march after travelling a great distance
without a halt,

‘T'he modifications which ralways may be
expected to cause in military operations,
will bo noticed as occasions ariso in future
chapters.

(7% be conlinued.)

Tue following letter is said to be from the
pen of the Hon. L. Hoiton and does credit
to the statesmanlike abilities of that dis-
tinguished gentleman. It is unmistakably
tho opinion of the Canadian people, as a
whole, with the exception of tho few indi-
viduals for whose benefit it has been pub.
lished, and it puts that feeling and senti-
ment in the most conciso as well as effective
form:

To the Editor of the Montreal Lerald :

Sir~It may well bo doubted whether
the gentlemen who have taken the grave
responsibility of engaging in the public ad-
vocacy of Independence, as a destrable and
easily attainable measure, havo formed any
adequate conception of the magnitv-le of
the revolution they areinviting us to consi
der, or of the nature of the difficulties that
lie in the way of its accomplishment.

Their scheme involves the dismember-
ment of a great empire, never so powerful
physically, nor so influential morally, and
consequently never so well qualitied to ful-
fil all the requirements of its commanding
position among the powers of the earth, as
«t this moment. It involves, moreover, a
change of sovereignity over three mullions
of square miles of territory, and a change of
alleigance by four millions of people in the
full enjoyment of free institutions under
which they have achieved an enviable de-
gree of material prosperity.  This is revolu-
tion— a revolation thorough, compreheusive,
far-reaching. Do uny of ths ordinary in-
citements to revolution exist in our case?
If not, on what ground of right reason or of
sound morals is the movement to be justifi-
ed, ard what prospect is there of its being
sustained by o maj ity or any considerable
portion of our people ?

1f Englaud sought to abridge our political
rights, or, fallen from her high estate, she
were cither unable or unwilling to discharge
her duty as the leading member of the vast
Jonfederacy of States composing tho British
Empire; orif, from circumstances equally
beyond her control and ours, theconnection,
hitherto so advantageous to us, should be-
come burdensome, crippling our resources
andretarding our progress, then unquestion:
ably thero would be valid grounds for seck-
ing a severanco of Lhe tio that binds us to
her. But so long asnone of these condi-
tions exist or appear hikely to arise in the

noar future, any attempt to shoake the senti.
ment of the peoplo of this country in favor
of British conneotlon, will provo utlerly fu-
tilo, and can only end in the disappoint.
ment and bhumiliation ¢f its authors.

Buk it will perhaps bo said, as it has been
alrgady said, England has failed-is now
failing to perform her duty to us by her con.
duct_respecting the Feaisn raids, and by
withdrawing her troops from Canada, in vir-
tue of a policy she has deliberately adopted
towards all the Colonies {0 whom responsi.
ble Government has been conceded.  With
regpect to the Fenian raids, wo have shown
that wo can denl with them successfully
ourselves, and the moral effect of that now
woll established fact may bo teken as par
tial, porhaps as ample, compensatjon for the
cost and annoyance occasioned by those
wicked and lawless inscursions. Admitting
freely what 13 constantly alleged, that Fe.
uianism is an Imperial not & Canadian diffi
culty, that the enmity of the Fonians is to
the British 'mpire, and not specifically to
Canada, but assuming that Canads desires
to remain a portion of that empire, con itle
protended that she has so far been called
upon to bear an undue proporfion of the
burden of maintaining and defending the
inteyrity of the capire? Wo possess and
agsert all the rights of localand self govern-
ment so completoly that the Imperial Gos-
ernment cannot influence the appointment
nor stay the removal of the humblest official
i Canada. Freedom, to be of any value
must be founded on self reliance. It is
childish to assert your manhood to day, and
plead the privileges of babyhood to morrow
and we indulge in just that kind of childish.
ness when wo complain of the withdrawal of
the troops in time of Peace. In the cvent
of a foreign war, it must of courso be assum-
ed that the whole power of the Empire
would be directed to the point in danger
When that trust fails us, wo shall have just
cause of complaint, but not till then.

"I'aere is no reason to suppose that a de-
mand for Independence, if it proceeded from
+ mojority of the people of these Provinces,
would be resisted by Fngland. On the con-
trary, the uniform utterance of her leading
public men, during the past quarterofa
century, justify the belief that it would be
freely accorded. The main difficulty, there.
fore, with the advotates of immedinte inde
pendence will be to obtain the sufferages of
& majority of their own country. The diff-
culty, in the present state of facts, they will
tind insuperable. They have wholly mis
judged the depth of British feeling and tho
strength of the attachment to the British
name which prevades the country.  Eyenif
the conditions of the problem should be
changed by causes not now visible, or by
events not now anticipated, their present
movement will have been none the lesss
blunder, and public men are not permitted
to blunder with impunity on a question 5o
momentuous as the national life.

That independence witl come in the full-
ness of time few, perbaps, will be inclined
w-deny; but the fullness of time is 2long
way off unless its approach be accelerated by
events which all would deplore. Meanwbilo
thero is amplo scope for all our energiesin
sousing the advantages of our present post
tion as to fit our country for the higher du-
ties that await her in the future.

ANGLO-CANADIAY,

July 5th, 1870,

Tae following are the resolutions adopled
at the Public meeting in Montreal on Satar

day 25th uit., and at which o futilo attempt
was made to creato o feoling or expression




