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wide; and more nearly corresponds to | fore, theie were no doubt little children
the [rish use of the same word ¢ boy,” | am sug thi: rabble of youug Bethelites,
or * gorscon,” or th - French of * gar. | there is every reason (o suppose that
gon.” We need only to poiut out a|the forty-two of them who were de-
few paseages to show thus. Tue term . stroyed were the oldest ones, the ring-
is applied to Ishmael, when he was | leaders of the sct, 2.4 who very well
about fourteen years old; to Isaac,|knew what they woere ahoui. It s
when be was grown up to be a young | worthy of note here, that the Jows
man ; to Hamor of Shechem, when ot | huve long considered a father respon-
marriageable age, and probably nu sible for the sins of his sons while
more than twenty years old; to Jos- they are under thirteen years of ags,
eph when he wus seventeen: to Gid- after which they become acenuntable
eon’s son Jether, when old euougit to | forthemselves.  There isa cercnony,
be ordered to slay two Kings; to Sol-| wherein the father publicly in the con
omon, after he had become King; to| gregation transfers to his sou, when
the four hondred Amalekites who | he altains that age, the respousibility
escaped on camels; to Elisha’sservant| he has hitherto horne for him. This
Gehazi; to the son of the Prophets|notion is old. We trace it in Jolin
who anointed Jehu; to the two hun-{ix. 23, where the purents decline to
dred and thirty-two attendants, of the |answer fur their son, on the ground
Princes of the provinces whowentout : that he has reached the age of persen.
agninst Benhadad ; to the soldiers of| gl responsthility, and can answer for
the Assyrian King; and in other places | himself. 1f this idea wasasold as the
too numerous to cite. In all these!(ime of Elisha,—and it probably was,
cases, though differently translated ac- though the age may then have Leen
cording to the apparent meaning of | later,—it supplies a {resh argument to
thesacred writer,—by child, lad, young | show that the youngest of those de-
man, man, servant,—the word is but!groyed was not under the age to
one in the origioal, and is the same| which personal rezponsibility was fix.
which is here employed to express|ed by the Jews themselves, the Beth-

% children.” :
) elites among the rest.
But it will be said these designated &

here are not ouly children, but *litile Observe, further, that these youths
children.” Even so; but in one of| Were hot accidentally encountered.:
theinstances just cited, Solomon calls they did not happen to be at their
himself < a litéle child,” when certain- | Sports outside the town when the Pro-
ly a young man; and we wish to point | phet passed; but they ¢ cume out,” of
atténtion to the fact, which we have | malice prepense ¢ 1o meet” am'i insult
never seen noticed, that, althougl. |hiny Such a purpose against the
those who came out against the Pro- Prophet must have heen the result qf
phetare called « little chilren” the « it | their ungodly training in thut evil
tie” i3 dropped where the fnrty.z\mi place, and must have had its root in
wha are slain are mentioned. Eventhe j the sneers and sarcasms which they
word for * cluldreu” is then changed had all their lives heard levelled at the
to anather; and although that word i- | name and acts of Elijah. Him, sur-
of ncatly s¥nonymious use and appli-! rounded as he was with terrors, they
cation with the other, the change with would not have dared thus to insult and
the dropping of tne word * little,” i-| abuse ; but from his comparatively
probably intended to mark the distine. | meck and gentle successor, whom they
tion. Wherever there is a mob of idle| had never hitherto seen in auny posi-
youngnen, there is sure to be a number | tioa of authority, they thought there
-of wischievous urehins, who shoutand| was nothing to apprebend, and that
bawl, as they do, without knowing|they could with impunity pour out the
much of the matter. Alihvugh, there- | blackness of their hearts vpon him.




