THE CANADIAN- MISBIONARY LINK.

A Runaway River.

Many of our readers have read of the atrange frenks
of the Hoang-ho or Yellow River. Wo have somotimes
lnughed at the idea of a great river being so fickle us to
changu ite courso as suddonly ns n spoilod baby throws
away one toy and grasps snother. %ut the desnlation
that follows such a change is a thing to woep uver. Sume
of the missionaries of the China Inland Mission, who
are in the flooded province of Honaun, write -

** Poor China! Hor troubles, when they do come, are
hugo enough. A smiling province, one of the rishest
nmong thu eighteen, has suddenly been overwhelmed
with n flood. The Yellow River, sweeping away four
miles of its embankients, has turned a I]nrgu partion of
Honan into a lnke.  Cities, groat and small, and innumer-
able villages, have boon submerged.

"*The 5nmngc it has done e terrible.  Just fancy a
vast plain, about half the size of Scotland, thickly popu-
lated, suddenly turned into n raging sea ! This is what
has takon place here, and one trembles to think of the
great numbers that have been drowned. Misery roigns
supromie in this place just now. Out of fifty-aix atreets
in our portion of the town, only five are not flouded ;
the others arv all destroyed. and perhaps as many perished
by the fulling of houses ns by drowning ; yet pne hardly
knows whether to think those who are drowned or those
who vscaped the more fortinate, for thoso who porished
ure at least saved the misery of dying from cold and
starvation. You would weep, as | did, were you to see
the terrible desolation and distress that abound, and feel
helpless, as I do, to relieve them. *Bread, bread!' is
the one cry ; but bread is not the only thing they need.
Hundreds have escaped with their bare lives ; their little
all hns heen lost. '{'hey aro huddied together in straw
huta, with searcely vnough to cover them, and the nights
are gotting bitterly cold. Words eannot describe the
wene. The distress will continue for many months to
coms ; cruel winter will sson be on us, and hundreds
wil} perish from cold. If the break in the river's bank
were to be stopped up right uway, the water could not
be drained off the land in time to sow next year's crop,
o there will be a famine. Even were the water to {m
dried up, the people could not sow, for all the present
year’s harvest that was safely gathered in, has heen swept
nway, and they have no seed to sow.”

I\Ir. Paton, of the British and Fureign Bible Socioty,
wiys in a letter to tho Aorth China Herald: ** The river
is all coming this way now, and s racing, mad river it is,
nnd [ fear the damage in Ngan-hwuy and Kiang-su prov.
inces must be added to the misery inflicted here. It is
the most populous district in all Honan, and I can quite
rafely say millions are driven out of all they posscssed.”

The Chinese government estimate the number of victims
#t sevon millions, and are taking weasures for the roliof
of the sufferers.

In the * Tiger's Den"” at Kashmir.

In tho great province of the Punjab, India, sme fifteen
hundred miles north-west of Calcutta, lies the city of Sinl-
kot, which is the centre of missionary work carried an by
the United Presbyterian Church of Narth America. The
city ie not far from the boundaries of Kashmir and the
Himalayn Mountaine,  The population is about one half
Hindu and one half Muslom, and they are very bigoted.
Whoever among them turns to the Christian faith will
meot the bitterest opposition, as the following story will
clearly show,
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It was in the year 1866 that Kanaya, tho son of the
hesd mun of the village of Naya Pind, twenty-six miles
from Sislkot, said to an assvcinte, Bhajna, who had be-
come a Christian : ** With all my heart and soul, brosher,
1 am with you. Let come what may, I will go with you
and be a Christian.” Kanays was a most affectionste hus-
band and father, but Ramdei, his wife, though loyal to
her husband, felt that it was n deop disgrace to have her
husband become a Christian. Their parents and kindred,
and indeed the whole village, were in n state of great
excitomont. Somie of them began with entreaties and
tears to bessoch the converts to turn back to their old
faith. Others wore more violent, and thronging the house
where Bhajun snd Kanaya were, shouted : ** Seize them;
beat them ; beat them to denth ! The two men, escap-
ing from the angry crowd, sat down to resd some of the
words of Jesus. " A man's foes shall be they of his own
household. ™ ** He that Joveth father or mother more than .
me is nut worthy uf me ; and he that loveth son or daugh-
tor more than me is not worthy of me,”  ** Marvel not,
my brethren, if the world hate you.”

Being thus obliged tosleave his own home, Kanays
sought to induce his wife to bring their children, whom
he ﬁusimd to teach in a Christian way. and live with him ;
but she was firm in her unbelief, snd her relatives and
the villngers sought to make the children hate their father.
These villagers of Naya Pind made o plot to kidnap Kan-
ayn snd make away with hum, and for three long months
he had no sight of his wife or one of his five children.

At Inst he determined L entor a logal suit before the
English court to obtain possession of his children. Ram-
det made no objection to this, and the summons was
sorved. The kinamen and neighbors, both Hindus and
Mohmnmedans, appeared 1n the court, joiuing in the
chorus of weeping and huwling, and beating their breasts,
but the court issued the decree that Kanaya should have
his children.  The end of his troubles now seemed near,
for it was believed that Rainder alsy would come to live
with him if he obtained Jrossussion of his children. But
when Kannya went to Naya Pind, his wife and children
were nowhere to be found. The neighbors seoffed at
him. ** Kanaya caunot see s wife and children.” They
had been carried awasy, no one seemed to know where,
For five long montha no trace whatever could be found
of the lost ones.  Oceasionally Kanays would be told that
if he would forsake Jesus he could loarn where his family
wure, but the temptation was quickly ropelled.

After a time one of Kanaya's relatives divulged the
secret.  Ramdei and the chiﬁlran were in the village of
Juudi, i the kingdom of Knshmir, and she was o servant
m the house of Deva Singh, who was vne of the most
cruel tyrants. A juessage came from Deva Singh @ ** Tell
Kanaya that if ever he como hither, so sure as 1 see him,
[ will shoot hun or hehead him, and his bloed will be
upon his own head.” Tt certainly seemed as if the case
was_hopoless, and Kanays was advised by most of his
Christisn associntes to give up the effurt to rogain his
fanily.  He would only lose his own life in the attempt.

But the Christian company was continually in prayer
for their afflicted brother, and Kuiaya himself held fast
to his belief that the Lord would yet give him his family.
One day he auddealy announc.d to his associnten : ** Bre-
thrun, \‘ will go up to Jamu, in Kashmir. and present my
petation to the king himself.” Huwanly speaking, it waa
a hopaless \mdermﬁing, and the brethren could not advise
hisn to run the risk. They ealled it going **into the
tiger's den.”  But a young Mohammedan servant, who
was attached to the C{;ristimm and enjuyed their confi-
dence, agreed to go with him, and the brethren could
only give their consont, and unite in prayer that God



