PREFACE—Continued

first exam. fourteen failed with mistake from one to
twenty The two remaining contestants stood a search-
ing test Ten times they stood before the examiner, who
failed to decide the winner of the prize, so the first and
second prize was divided between Jessie Jack and the
wuthor, each received eighteen shilling and ninepence
A wee late the tuthor got a volun 3 S A hoo i
Mart with the quest to write a poem on I'rote 1
ism
Moré er tl tho \CK wiledg € poel ha
0 pret ) wl ever to 1 am t myste
ous effusio of the ethereal o 1 odic hool of poetry
the ( 1 ex pt in th jO nd hopes
! loVe nd im inii ordi mei wnd
( 1 1§ tha Ll may i 1€ stand Conse
juently « 1t 1 ol being thought tame and com
] D Ye¢ ithor hope for them is that they
I ound to | pe 1« ed with a few grains of motl
[ wit ombined witl pr ling o ound commori
wnd p t up e and there with a spark of
11 fire 15 their composition ha served to make
pleasant many a homely hour and relieve the tedium of
monotonous existence, and hould they be the mean
of Kindlin 1 smile of hapy ¢ ind enjoyment in the
gle neu of the humble sons of toil, the wuthor will
( der his labors amply rewarded, and leaves them en
tirely to the erdict of a discerning and impartial public,
juoting the words of ti old Satyrist Nash
H style w truthful, tho he had some gall,
something he might have mended,

50 may all




