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A vast mass of materials was put into my hands. Although

it had been subjected to a certain system of arrangement^ I did

not always readily discover the key to the connection. The

general plan of reference was very simple. Take fifty common-

place books numbered, by pages, up to seven thousand, with an

index of subjects, and you are furnished the same facility of re-

ference as to a ledger. It is required to find all the available

information on any particular subject. Under the proper head

in the index, we are directed, lot us suppose, to page 6,059. Wo
find a book numbered " 6,001 to 6,062." It will therefore contain

the intermediate number required. On opening at the page in-

dicated, we find a number of manuscripts, letters, leaves from

pamphlets, and cuttings from periodicals, intermingled with writ-

ten notes on slips of paper, cut to the exact size necessary to

contain the observations noted. All these papers are left loose

for facility of removal. ••

So far all is plain sailing. Deficiencies, I soon found, had to

be supplied ; and I was sometimes puzzled to see the connection

of documents lying entombed between the same pages. One

subject runs into another ; and to exhaust the available informa-

tion on any one point, an endless number of references and com-

parisons had to be made. Some twenty years of newspaper files

had to be carefully read. To give an idea of the mass of ma-

terials with which I had to deal, it will suflSce to say that the

Navy Island correspondence alone, occupying a single page of

one of fifty-five common-place books—and there is a second

series with a second index—would make a large printed volume.

These facts are characteristic of the methodical habits of the

man whose life is, however imperfectly, delineated in this work.

Full of the fiery energy of the Celtic race ; impetuous and

daring ; standing in the front rank of party combatants, in times

and in a country where hard knocks were given and taken, it was

the fate of Mr. Mackenzie to have many relentless enemies. If

I had undertaken to refute all the calumnies of which he was

the subject, and to correct all the false statements made to his


