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Engineer of Canada’s Public Works De-
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"Canada' east of the Great Lakes do mnot

' of the Transvaal.

partment Delivers Hopeful Address
Before Board of Trade—An
Important Deliverance.

* In the board of trade rooms Friday
soorning, Louis Coste, C. E., of Ottawa,
gddresed the members. His remarks in
full were:

Mr. President of the Board of Trade of
the City of St. John, and Gentle-
men: .

* A question, probably of more importance
Ehan any other to the Dominion of Can-
oda, and incidentally to the ports along
e St. Lawrence river aad the Canadian
Wtlantic ports, is that of transportation.
In this commection you all know that
he eastern states and the provinces of

—

<

produce sufficient breadstuffs for their
m consumption, and that the great bulk
of the commerce of the North American

3

Supernior, Lake Michigan, Lake
Huron, Lake Erie and Lake Ontario, form-
ing e connecting link between the impor-
tant railway systems of the west and those
of the east, have made it possible to
tramsport the products of the west to the
east and to the sea, at such cheap rates
that the prices of the necessities of life,
; thousands of miles away from
ms, have been reduced very materially.
The movement of commerce on these
fakes is computed to have been 55,000,000
of toms duning the past season, but in the
absence. of absolutely reliable statistics, I
shall only mention the traffic done through
the Sault Ste. Marie canal during the 230
idays of navigation during the year just
ended, and this only to comnvey to you
the enormous growth of that commerce.

Canadians Handled But Small Part.

: from official sources show that
a total of 28,403,605 toms of freight moved
to and from Lake Superior during last
geason, as against 8,880,759 tom§ in 1891,
and 1,567,741 tons in 1881; but of these
28,000,000 toms—only = about one-tenth—
moved  through the Canadian chan-
the great bulk of that ometenth
jed in .American vessels, the Cana-

dians for years past having taken

less than 4 per cent of the whole of this
I wish to emphasize this' state-
ment, that the Canadians moved only
about 4 per cent -of this enormous quan-
tity of freight, and that, in spite of the

traffic.

fact that we have the best system

canals from the lakes to the port of Mont-
Why is our proportion of this im-
The reason is a
jnd the
United States in the transportation:
the western traffic because we have unfor-
tunately, for one reason or another, me-
gledted to increase the shipping facilities
of our only summer outlet—the St. Law-

real!
mense traffic so small?
simple one. We are so far

rence.

St. Lawrence Ports Need Improvement.

The port of Montreal is today practi-
cally no larger than it was 10 years ago,
and the facilities for storing merchandise
and for handling cargoes are just as in-
ferior as they were then, since there are

practically none at all.

The result of this lack of terminal facili-
ties "has been that although the increase
in the movement of freight eastward has
been very.great, the season of mavigation
of the St. Lawrence which has just closed
has been'ome of the poorest: in the his-

tory of the route for years.

The; transportation problem cammot be |
solved with good results to Canadians
until the ‘ports on the St. La:wrg;xce a,r:i

e move tnaffic, an
until the 3 annel into Montreal has been
made as safe as the chanmel into New
York harbor, the Delaware River or the

made to

Chesaneake Bay.
The Whole Transportation Question.

The dominion govermment, and parti-
cularly the minister of public works, Hon.
Mr. Tarte, have this question of trans-
portation well in hand, but they are, to
a great extent, hampered by the wepre-
sentations of the timid omes who fear
that the government might go ahead too
quickly; and yet all they desire to accom-
plish is to remder profitable the immense
investment made by the country in their
canals and railways. The expenditure on
the ‘Welland canal and the St. Lawrence
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canals has beea approximately $65,000,000.
The subsidies given to the railways by
the dominion government, the various leg-
islatures and the municipalities total up
a sum of more than $100,000,000. Are we
deriving all the benefit that should come
to us for this sacrifice of money? .1, for
one, say no, and will continue to say no
so long as I see ome pound of Canadian
freight shipped in a port of the United
States. I am glad to be able to tell you
that steps are being taken to remedy this
existing state of affairs, and that to ren-
der our canal system of the greatest pos-
.| sible value, works of magnitude are being
constructed at the present time at the
head of the Welland canal to facilitate
the transfer of freight from the lake ves-
sels drawing 18 to 20 feet into camal ves-
sels ‘dranving 14 feet of water, the maxi-
of | mun draught of the canals, so as to di-
vert some of the trade which belong to us
from Buffalo to Momtreal; but no good
result will be accomplished unless eleva-
tors and storeliouses are also built in Mon-
of | treal, or on some other point on the 5t
Lawrence to receive this freight.

¥

French River Project.

Another project for which I desire to
enlist your sympathies is the improvement
of the French River. You all know that
the mimister of public works has taken
this matter in hand end that he is asking
all business n to help him to carry it
through. /.In ;a  few wonds, the project
consists in making the French River nawi-
gable between the Georgian Bay and Lake
Ni‘mssin;qg:ivruthe deepest draught vessels
tradingon the 'Great Lakes, building a
port at'or mear North Bay, and asking
the mailways ‘to do the -Test between
North Bay and the St. Lawrence, pending
the construetion of the Ottawa ship canal,
which would ultimately follow as it be-
comes a necessity.

The resilt of this undertaking would be
felt at once, inasmuch as it would cer-
tainly make the Camadian Pacific Raal-
way a grain carrier to Montreal, as it
would bring the grain only 350 miles by
rail from Montreal. Gentlemen, picture
to yourselves the C. P. railway, well equip-
ped with modern steamers on the lakes,
and the latest improved grain cars, in
this grain transportation business! Does
it mot strike you thas this national rail-
way of Canada would mot only have a prac-
tical monopoly of the carrying of all the
grain raised in Manitoba and the Cana-
dian northwest, but that it would also be
in a position to successfully compete
against the American railways for a darge
ghare of the transportation of the grain
raised in the western states, and which
finds its outlet eastward either in Chi-
cago. or Duluth, and thence by way of
Buffalo to New York and other American

ports. Chicago to New York via Buffalo,
{he shortest -American voute, is 1,380
miles, 440 of which are by rail; Chicago
to Momtreal via North Bay is 960 miles,
360 being by rail—difference in favor of
the Camadian route 420 miles. Similariy,
Duluth is nearver Montreal than to New
York by 450 miles.

Results of New Route Opening.

Personally, 1 believe that the opening
of the French River route will make the
(. P. milway the arbiter on freight rales
on this continent and increase many times
the carrying capacity of all the Canadian
lines of steammers. It is certain that if
the C. P. railway becomes a serious rival
to the American railways in the trans-
poriation of grain east of the @reat Lakes,
it will necessarily also become a competi-
tor for the tramsportation of all other
merchandise, and will eventually become
owner of a fleet of steamers on the At-
Jantic, and therefore make Montreal or
Quebec the great emporium on this con-
tinent, and the port of St. Joha, which
is the terminus of that line on the At-
Jantic coust and other (Canadian ports,
such as Halifax and Sydney, will bemefit
largely thereby, particularly so when . we
take into consideration the fact that Modit-
real and the other St. Lawrence ports
conld mot in any case handle all the
grain, as the season Dbetween harvest and
the closing of navigation is short, and a
very large quantity of grain, and, I Te-
peat, in a short time, of general mer-
chandise, would niecessarily have to find its
way to the best equipped ports on the
Atlantic.

In my opinion, the dominion govern-
ment and, more particularly, the minister
of public works, is doing a natiomal work
in endeavoring to increase owr tramspor-
tation facilities, -and ~all business men
should lend a ‘hand but, I repeat it, we
cannot expect to do amything beneficial
to.Canada in this connection unless we
increase at once and quickly our terminal
fadilities on the St. Laiwrence.

You have all heard of the Canada At-
Jamtic reiilway running from Depot Harbor
on the Georgian Bay to Montreal, a dis-
tance of oaly 379 miles. Well, is it not
a pity to see that more than one hali the
business of that railway goes to Bostom,
simply because Montreal cannot handle it?
And in this connection you may have seen
lately in the mewspapers that Dr. Seward
Webb has approached Mr. Booth, prac-
tically the owner of that moad, amd has
offered him the handsome sum of §20,-
000,000 for the line. The wily doctor, one
of the most acute railway men in the
United States, will use this short comnec-
tion between the Great Lakes and bthe
east as a feeder to the railways under his
control in the United States, unless Mont-

real or some other points on the St. Law-
rence wake up and can offer him facilities
at least equal to those offered by Boston;
but the purchase of that Canadian rail-
way by an American organizaticn is an-
other reason which should stimulate the
people im the maritime provinces to join
forces with the minister of public works
im his attempt to keep the transportation
of Qanadian grain in Canadian channels
by deepening and by improving generally
the Fremch River, and emabling our only
national railway “to compete successiuly
against its American rivals, for it is not
likely that you.can expect much of the
ireight moved by that line.

Intercolonial Railway Extension.

Further, speaking for myself alone, 1
hope that the Intercolomial railway will
be extended as far as North Bay, not to
compete with the Canadian Pacitic Rail-
way, but to share with it the immense
traffic that fust come to that point and
distribute it in some or all the Canadian
ponts on the Atlantic. Until the Inter-
colonial railway rcaches the Great Lakes,
the very heart of the great proviance of
Ontanio, it is not worthy of its name.

Of course we have heard a great deal
lately that the St. Lawrence route was
not safe and that the 1ate of insurance
is 3 ta 4 per cent more to Montreal than
it is to New York. This is practically
true, but with a comparatively small ex-
penditure, the St. Lawrence channel can
be lighted, buoyed and made absolutely
safe. All that is wanted is emergy aad
uniformity of action on the part of our
public men.

Cost of the French River Work.

1 forgot to memtion that the total cost
of the works required to make the French
River mavigable to Nipissing is estimated
not to exceed £5,000,000, an annual charge
of only $150,000. When this work is com-
pleted and the St. Lawrence end of the
route is properly equipped with elevators
and permanent storehouses, I see no rea-
son why the Canadian Pacific Railway
should not handle 40,000,000 to 50,000,000
bushels of grain from Chicago, Duluth,
Fort William and Port Arthur, and land
that grain in Montreal on board ship for
4 cents a bushel, a saving of 3 cents on
every bushel. The average rate at which
grain from these points was placed cn
board ship at New York last season was
7 cents. This will mean a saving of more
than $1,000,000 annually to our western
farmers; it will méan am increased ac
tivity and prosperity all along the line
from the Georgian Bay to the Aitlantic.

I have inspected the French River from
one end to the other, and I pledge you
my word that there are no engimeering
difficulties in' the way, and that the

climatic conditions are such that naviga
tion will be possible during the same
length of time that Gt is to Buffalo.

Mr. President, I came-to St. Joha ub-
prepared to address the board of trade
of your city on this important question
of transportation, and I have - therefore
left many things unsaid. 1 came here at
the request of Mr. Geo. Robertson to comn-
sult with him in reference to dry dock
affairs, and 1 am glad to see that the busi-
ness men of the city are unanimous in
their desire to see this important work
construated. I hope ‘that within two
years you may see a large number of
steamers in your port, and that they will
occasionally require ithe services of my
friend, Mr. Geo. Robertson.

President Jarvis thanked Mr. Coste and
invited those present to question him.

To Ald. Maxwell, Mr. Coste pointed out
the route now taken by grain to reach
the seaboard, and the proposed French
River route. TChicago and Duluth are the
American grain centres and Fort W illiam
and Port Arthur the Canadian centres.
The bulk of the grain is distributed from
Buffalo, 350,000,000 bushels going from
there annually. At present the Canadian
Pacific is not a factor in the grain carry
ing trade eastward and the scheme is to
make the road a grain carrier by handing
the grain to them at a point where it can
be handled. The great necessity is facili-
ties for the grain carrying business in
Canadian ports. The government is now
titting Port Colborne as a transfer station.

In answer to questions of W. Frank
_Hatheway, Mr. Coste said if the (0800 L
took, up the business they would carry all
possible through Montreal, but St. John
and Halifax will receive much. He be-
lieved the C. P. R. idea was to ship all
the goods possible through Canadian ports.

To Mr. Fisher he said Sir Thomas
Shaughnessy, he understood was willing
to expend $2,000,000 in fitting the C. . R.
for the grain trade.

After referring to questions as to the
locks in the canal, etc., Mr. Coste spoke
of the difficulties the Canada Atlantic had
to contend with in the grain business.
Owing to lack of facilities at Montreal,
the Canada Atlantic’s profit earned last
year from this trade was but $400,000, in-
stead of from $1,000,000 to $2,000,000, as
it would have been had Montreal been
properly equipped. .

W. Frank Hatheway moved a vote of
thanks to Mr. Coste. The motion was
seconded by Mr. Oborne and tendered by
Mr. Jarvis.

Ald. Baxter said it appeared that St.
John is at the end where it must get a
share of the development of trade, and
he thought it could fairly call upon the

nation to assist in making this a national

E ON TRADE DEVELOPTIENT.

e
municipality of the

port, relieving the
burden. ' :

Ald. Maxwell thought it proper for the
board of trade to move in the matter, He
was delighted to know that Canada has
2 minister of public works who has given
the matter of trangportation so much
study. He thought it the duty of the
board and the ity council to uphold the
minister,

Mr. Hatheway suggested that the 3313
per cent, rebate be allowed only on im-
ports through Canadian ports.

Superintendent Oborne endorsed the
views of Mr. Ooste and felt that the gov-
ernment should assist in building up the
harbors of Canada so as to handle the
trade at Montreal, Quebec and the Atlan-
tic ports.

George Robertson, M. P. P., moved that
the question of the French River route be
referred to the consideration of the freight
and transportation committee, they to re-
port. This carried and the board ad-
journed.

POISONED A WELL
WITH QUICKSILVER,

Man and Children Dangerously 1l
from Drinking the Water—Says
It Was Spites

Pittsburg, Pa., Feb. 7.—John Zaginoki,
a Pole, of Homstead, and his three chil-
dren are damgerously ill from the effects
of drinking water from a well, alleged to
have been poisoned by quick silver. e
alleges it was spite work. There are two
wells on his property and it has been the

them. Recently a pump was brokep and
Zaginoki, placed a lock on the ,dth&r.uﬁe
alleges that a meighbor woman demanded
‘the key and upon refusal she threatened
to fix him by putting quicksilver in the
well. Zaginoki may recover but the chil-
dren will die.’

Two Million Coal Company.
Cleveland, O., Feb. 7—The United States
Coal Company, incorporated yesterday ab
Columbus, with capital of $2,000,000, will,
it is said, develop 18,000 acres of coal land
in Jefferson county and ship this coal to
the northwest by water.
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_ FSCAPES, BUT LORD
-~ KITCHENER MAKES RECORD CAPTURE

Wily Boer Slipped Through Lines Under Cover of Cattle

Stampede -- Twenty-three Columns Had the
Boer Leader Enclosed.

. .
London, Feb. 9—From Wolvehoke Lord Kitchener has today
long deseription of a combined movement of numerous British colu

object of securing General DeWet.

the cattle, and losing three men killed.
Many attempts were made to break

7, reports Lord Kitchener, the line of outp
But very few escaped, and then dead Boers were picked up in the morning near

‘ Heilbron.

«T did not get exact details of the Boer casualties,’
“hut as far as I have ascertained they, consist of 283 1

d,

telegr#phed

on the

his position, he ordered his men to disperse and seek
umber of cattle,

through the line on the night of February
osts being attacked at various places.

oners, as well as about 700 horses and many cattle.

“QOur casualties are only ten.”

Lord Kitchenes great plan, which he has been ela
failed by the escape of DeéWet, but was successful in the greates

Boers since Lord Kitchener arrived in South” Africa.

Altogether 23 columns were employed in an immense irregular
formed by the lines of blockhouses and the ral
It is estimated that DeWet’s forces

Lord Kitchener personally superintended the final
preparations for the expedition and the great move was made over a front of 40
miles, with the object of driving the Boers agai
mored trains were patrolling and repeatedly in action, shelling
succeeded in slipping through the lines
Mr. Steyn is unknown, though one report

fort, Lindley and Kroonstadt.
roughly speaking, to 2,000 men.

vent their crossing the railroad. DeWet
to the southward. The whereabouts of
says he dis with DeWet.

Agree to Lansdowne’s Terms.

London, Feb. 8—A despatch to a news
pgency from Brussels says:

“It js understood here that the Boer
Welegaltes have decided to submit to the
conditions laid down in Lord Lansdowne's
communication to the Dutch government,
and are preparing a communication to the
British government, asking permission to
visit South Africa, and setting ‘forth the
object of the proposed vigit. It is ex-

that the request will reach Eng-
next week.”

A despatch to the Exchange Telegraph
Company, from Utrecht, indicates the
probability of the removal of the Boer
headquarters to Geneva on account of fric-
tion between Mr. Kruger and his asso-
ciates and the Dutch government. Dr.
Teyds, representative in Europe of -the
Transvaal, i8 reported as declaring that
tthe Tecent proposals looking to the estab-
lishment of peace in South Africa made
by the Dubch premier, Dr. Kuyper, were
an unwarranted interference in the affairs
Some of the Boer dele-
gates, it is said, are at variance Wwith
Dr. Leyds. ; :

Johannesburg, Feb. 8—At 11 o’clock last
Tuesday might, Colonel Kekewich, having

aseertained the whereabouts of Command-
pat Albert’s laager at Gruisfontein, sent

N g 2 =

men to capture it.

poms and well directed rifle fire.

Duflassis. Seven Boers were

10 officers and men wounded.

Iondon, Feb. 10~—Dr. Mueller, former
consul of the Orange Free State to Hol-
land, says the correspondent of the Daily
has suddenly
started for New York. He is understood
to be on a mission for the Boer delegates.

Cape ‘Lown, Feb. 9.—At a mass meeting
last night a resolution of protest against
the slanders upon the honor and conduct
of the British forces in South Africa was
adopted. The meeting expressed its warm
refutation
continental
slanders, its cordial concurrence in the at-
titude of the government concerning the
prosecution of the campaign and its ad-
herence to that policy which, the meeting
alone considered, could bring lasting peace

‘Telegraph at The Hague,

appreciation of the complete
by Mr. Chamberiain of the

and public freedom to South Africa,

mns with the

_ Lord Kitchener says the advance bezan the night of Fcbruary 5, the whole
force moving from various directions and forming a continuous line of mounted
men on the west bank of the Liebenbergs Vlei,
Fanny’s Home, and thence to Kaffir Kop.
and the following nights the British entrenched with their outposts 50

__=part. They held the line from Hollan
line, to Doornkloof, of the Kroonstadt-Lindley blockhouse lines to prevent De-
Wet’s crossing. The advance ‘was continued February 6, and DeWet was within

/’ ‘the enclosure, but realizinz

safety during the might. DeWet bimself, with some men and a n

made for the Kroonstadt-Lindley block-house line, and at 1 o'clock in the morning,

by rushing his cattle at the fence, broke his way through the line mixed up with

from Frankfort as far south as
The line then advanced to the west
yards

Heilbron-Frankfort blockhouse

» continued Lord Kitchener,
n killed, wounded and pris-

borating for months past,
t single capture of

- parallelogram

ilroads between Wolvehoek, Frank-
amounted,

nst the railway lines where ar-
the Boers to pre-

The British force ar<
rived at daybreak and immediately stam-
peded the thorses of the Boers with p])l’}l:

e
Boers were compiletely surprised and after
a short reply to the British attack, prac-
tically the whole commando fell into the
hands OF the attacking force, who cap-
tured 131 prisoners, induding Command-
ants Landdrost and Potgieter and Cornet
killed and
12 were wounded. The British loss was

From Smith’s History of Methodism in
the Lower Provinces it is learned that it
was in 1842 that Carleton and Long Reach
a | first appeared on the minutes of confer-
ence as a distinet circuit. Previous to this
and when Carleton was a place of about
1,400 inhabitants it was a part of the
Portland ecircuit.

Alt a meeting called by the Rev. Enoch
Wood in Apri, 1810, and attended by
Isaac Olive, Robert Salter, Thos. Thomp-
son, John Jordan, Robert Chapman and
Sampson Manaton, it was decided to build
a church. For about a year before, the
church was built, Methodist services had
been discontinued in the place owing to
the preachers insisting that a suitable

t.Rev. Henry Penna, Present Pastor.

church should be owned by the people

called Methodidts if they desired their

preaching.
Completion and Dedication of Church.

After the exterior of fthe new church
had been completed, Willlam Beatteay,
who was also deeply interested in this
work, was asked to prepare plans for the
interior. It was toward the close of
1841 that the present church was com-
pleted and dedicated. Since then the
church bas undergone many changes. the
interior has bheen modernized, making it
as a place of worship very neat and com-
fortable.

On the 13th of May. 1842, a Sabbath
school was organized with 83 scholars. In
three months the number increased to
173 under the superintendence of the late
Robert Salter, who held that office for
many years.

The Pastors.

The Rev. Samuel D. Rice, who after-
ward became one of the foremost men of
the Canadian conference, and president of
the general conference of the Methodist
Church of ‘Canada, was the first pastor of
the church. His ministry was honored by
a work of grace which added greatly to
the membership. Dr. Rice. after a most
honorable and useful career. has gone to
his eternal reward. He was assisted in

the church here by the Rev. William Al-
len, who has also joined the church ti-
umphant.

The next paster was the Rev. Robert
Cooney, who was- quite a noted man in
his day, an excellent preacher, a man of
studious and literary habits. IHe remov-
ed to the Canadian conferences, but died
in comparatively early life. He was fol-
lowed by the Rev. Henry Daniel, who
held an damportant place in the Methodist
church for many years and died in 4896,
after having been 67 years in the minis-
try. Of the Rev. William I Cardy, who
gucceeded him in 1851, but little is known,
bLut the Rev. Dr. Knight, who followed, is
remembered as a devoted, earnest minis-
ter by hundreds who enjoyed his preach-
ing, and especially by many whom he was
the honored means of turning from the
error of their ways. He was called away
‘suddenly and in the midst of his labors
to the joy of his Lord.

From the time of Dr. Knight’s pastor-
ate the following men have successively
labored on this field. Rev. Richard Smith.
from 1857 to 1859; Edmund Botterell, from
1859 to 1860; J. R. Narraway, from 1860
to 1862; Hezekiah McKeown, from 1862 to
1865, and the mnames of G, O.
Huestis, S. F. Huestis, W. W.
Perkins, Robert Dunean, Samuel
Sprague, S. R. Ackman bring us down to
1878. Then came the Rev. R. W. Weddall,
from 1878 to 1881; W. W. Lodge, from
1881 to 1884; J. W. Wadman, from 1884
to 1887; Thomas Marshall, from 1887 to
1839; Robent Crisp, from 1889 to 1892; C.
H. Paisley, M. A., from 1892 to 1895; F.
H. W. Pickles, from- 1895 to 1897; W.
Penna, from 1897 to 1901; Rev. H. Penna,
the present pastor, took charge of this
congregation in July, 1901

| Present Organization.

The present quarterly board consists of
H. Penna, chairman; Enoch Thompson.
C. R. S.; J. K. Taylor. Joseph Roulston,
Captain George Holder, Solomon Liong,

CARLETON METHODIST CHURCH
IN ITS SIXTY YEARS OF GOOD WORK.

Church Building Decided On in 1840, Completed and Dedicated To-
wards Close of the Next Year—Rev. Mr. Rice the First Pastor
—Those Who Have Since Had Spiritual Care.

George Rowley, W. D. Baskin, H. J.
Olive, Charles Brown, Dr. Day, Andrew
Buist, William Johnston, Beverly Belyea,
John Lister.

The trustee board is ¥I. Penna, chair-
man; H. J. Olive, secretary; W. D. Bas-
kin, Jos. Roulston, Robert Il‘ulton, Bever-
ly Belyea, John Lister, Enoch Thompson,
William Johnston.

The sabbath school is under the super-
intendence of Enoch Thompson, who has
an efficient staff of officers and teachers
co-operating with him in this branch of
church work. The BEpworth Leagu€ of-
ficials are:

Maria Beatteay, president.

Miss Perry, 1st vicespresident.

Miss Holder, 20d vice-president.

Rev. Wm. Penna, Pastor from 1897 to 1901-

Miss Jean Olark, 3vd vice-president.

Miss Riley, 4th vice-president.

B. [C. Holder, secretary.

Ed. F. Tippett, treasurer.

The W. M. Society has Mrs. II. Peona
as president. The Mission Circle presi-
dent is Mrs. Ed. Hickson; the Mission
Band leader, Mrs. I. O. Beatteay, and
president, Miss Kthel Cheyne. The choir
is under the eflicient leadership of George

Holder. £ Hnia
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Carleton Methodist Church, Guilford Strest.

———

Master Mariner Writes from Buenos Ayres—Instances Dis-
honest Methods by Which the Man Before the Mast
Loses—Nova Scotia Vessels the Worst—

What Happened on St. John Ship.

\ PLEA FOR PROPER TREATMENT
OF THE SNLIR BY HIS CAPTAIN

To the Editor of The Telegraph:

Sir: Will you kindly, through the
columns of your well read paper, let the
public know what a sailor’s life is ouf
here in Buenos Ajyres.

We hear sometimes of the deteriora-
tion of the British sailor, bul this i8
nothing to be wondered at if what hap-
pens here mostly every day is true in
other parts of the world. The unholy
combination between captains and lodg-
ing house keepers to fleece and demoral-
ize the sailor is only an instance of the
conduct of those masters who engage in
it: T don’t want to say that they all do,
but the majority do it.| The other day I
was speaking %o a captain about it and
he told me that masters were so ill paid
that they had to have recourse to some
means to have pocket money; he also told
me that that he had received from the
boarding house masters as much as $10
a head for shipping his erew which meant
for six men $60 for which he had abso-
lutely no claim whatever and all came
out of the sailors’ pockets. There have
been cases lately of captains, after giving
their men plenty to eat at sea, suddeniy
putting them on tthe barest allowance in
port, and biscuit to replace the soft tack
which they were accustomed to have at
sea, and the mates were told to hustle the
men and keep them working in the rain
early and late till they got tired out dnd
were forced to desert, some leaving 2
good balanee to their ecredit as much as
$60 to $80. \Where does that money go?
Do the owners get amy thing out of it
or does the captain appropriate the bal-
ance, by making false accounts or re-
porting to the owmer that they were
paid off of the ship as ithey were useless
or left behind at the hospital- As a rule,
Nova Scotia vessels are the worst I
think good Christian owners ought to en-
quire on the arrival of the vessel home
why the men had left and what balance
of wages they left behind and the money
be used on behalf of sailors’ widows and
orphans instead of being spent in port
by the master for his own pleasures. One
cannot call that money by any other
name than blood money.

Another instance of a St. Johmn, N.7B,,
vessel. One man was shipped in St.
John to be sent on board where the ves-
sel was loadinz. He was-told the vessel
was near 400 tons, the crew consisted of
five A. B.s or nine all told- Two that
were shipped at some other port were
told that six before the mast was the
crew, and if they did not know sailor’s
pwork the mate would do it for them.
‘When the _vessel was ready to
leave it was found out that only two A
B's and two O's was the complement. Cer-
tainly they complained to the master who
quu"kyl,\' ‘]u'mniscr[ them something extra
which they never had and also told them
Lha}; his boy who appeared on the ship's
articles at $14 a month was one of, the
crew and ‘that he had been two years
at sea, though at the time he was only
five wears of age: The sailors agreed not
to detain the ship. During the
the ship sprang a leak and the crew had
to continually be at the pumps. The

no watch, insulted the men, swore as

hard as the father, threatened the men
with belaying pins, the father certainly
abetting.

After a sailor has been a passage on
board such a vessel can you wonder how
is it that the British sailor is detemorat-
ed? Where is our board of trade? Where
are. our sailors’ missions? Who is going
to make the first forward move towards
keeping our merchant sailor from total
degredartion? Some talk of reforming the
sailor. First reform the master and ofii-
cers; the sailor will reform afterwards.
A sailor is (God’s creature as well as the
master and some are less brutal than
their masters, who, professing to be
members of churches, really are only deep
sea hypocrites and noff worthy to be call-
ed human beings. Give the sailor good
quarters to live in and have some good
literature (a sailor is fond of reading) and
some ave good sensible arguers; give them
good healthy food, than I can guarantee
that if properly handled they will do
their duty thoroughly. T speak from ex-
perience, heing a master mariner of old
standing and; large experience in handling
large crews.

During my career of more than 25 years
as master I have had only one. case
which needed the consul intervention'and
strange to say it was for a boastwain
who, though given his Saturday after-
noon  to wash his clothes, persisted in
washing on Sunday against the rule on

‘board.

Good Christian masters have no frouble
with heir crews; good discipline and
tirmmess in handling sailors is all that is
required and if you have an unruly one
or a ring leader who disobeys pay him
off on the first opportunity. Do not allow
the officers' to curse and swear at the
men; call the men by their proper names
and, las, though not least, have a ser
vice on board on Sunday, plenty of sing-
g and _some Bible reading and prayer,
»byeca.»use its no use being a Christian on
shore and a heathen at sea. When in port
and near a seamen’s mission let them go
as often as practicable and show them @
goold example by going yourself. I have
don_c it and some hesitated, but a centle
invitation and a little enccuragément
brought them around and they were glad
after the first time to be told they were

one of the best behaved crews in the
harbor.

For God says that as you have done it
unto .on€ of these my children ye have
done it unto me.

I am, sir, yours truly,
BERNARD VINCENT.
Master Mariner.
Buenos "Ayres, Nov. 1st, 190l

-

Found a “Strad” Violin.
Sullivan, Ind., Feb. 5—A genuine (¢
mona violin was found today at the home
of County Commissioner (Gambill. * The 1%
strument has the mame of Stradivari, am
the date 1727. Mr. Gambill purchased i

for a small sum.

Lml’mws boy did absolutely nothing; kept

He did not knmow it*

value.

custom of his meighbors to draw from.




