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OPENING SESSION
YESTERDAY

Field Covered by Senate Com-
mittee Will be Duplicated in
British Enquiry - Twenty-six
Queries for Witnesses.

London, May 2.~—Lerd Mersey,
his capacity as wreck commissioner,
and five assessors, who will advise him
in his questioning on the technicalities
of nautical affairs, held this morning
the first session of the board of trade
inguiry into the loss of the White
Star steamer Titanic. Scarcely a hun-
dred people attended the opening ses-
sion, i

From {he series of 26 gquestions
which the attorney general announced
would be taken up, it became evident
that the inquiry would cover pr.’\v\\_v:\l»
ly the same ground ag. the investiga-
tion by the cormmittee of the American
gonate, but would be conducted more
in accordance with the procedure of
a court of law and deal definitely with
stated cases

The twen
ed the witnesses are in
briefly stated, as follows:

1.-~-What were the numbers of pas
gengers and crew, their sex and s0
forth?

2--Did the Titanic comply with the
requirements of the act applying to
passenger steamers?

3—W there a special provision
in the design of the vessel for safety?

4> Was the steamer fully oflicered
and manned?

3.~ What was e
lifeboats? Was the number su
and had there been a boat darfli?

.- Regarding the installation of
the wireless system: Was it in effec-
tive ovder and what was the nnmbmt
of anorators? |

7.—~Were there any and if so what!
insiracuons given to the master re
garding the navigation of the steam-
er? =

x questions to be ask-
substance,

wiraloag

What track was taken by the
Pitanic? Was it the one usually fol-
lowed? Was the track safe atl that
time of the vear, and did the master
have any “discretion regarding the
rack taken?

9—What information reached the
Titanic of the existence of ice; and
was the coursé altered in consequence
of this information?

10—Was there a proper lookout for
{ce? After the warning was received
were directions given to vary the
speed; and were the directions car
ried out?

11—Was there an equipment of
searchlights and binoculars, and was
such equipment necessary?

12—What precautions were taken
by the Titanic when ice was met?

12—Did anyone see the reported
fce before the casualty occurred?
What measures were taken to avoid
the ice, and were the measures prop-
r?

14—What was the
vessel preceding the
was it excessive
stances.

16—What was the nature of the
casualty?

16—When the casualty occurred
what steps were taken immediately?
How long a time elapsed after the
casualty before its seriousness was
What steps were then tak-
en, and what endeavors were made
to save the lives of those on board
and to prevent the vessel sinking?
17—Was proper discipline main-
tained after the casualty?

18-—What messages asking aseist-
ance were sent out, and what answ-
ers were received?

19—What apparatus was there for
lowering lifeboats? 'What was its
efficiency? Did the boats get away
under proper superintendence and
were the boats properly manned?

20—Did the lif¢boats prove efficient
in saving life? What was the number
of passengers and crew in each boat
on leaving the vessel? How was the
number made up with regard to the
sex and class rating and did the boats
carry full loads, otherwige why not?

21—What were the numbers of the
passengers of the first, second and
ihird class respectively who were
saved? What was the number of the
crew saved having regard for their
ratings. and sex, and what was the
proportion of the different classes of
passengers and the different grades
of the crew saved to their total num-
bers on board; and what reason was
there for a disproportion if such there
w

8

speed of the
rasualty, and
under the ecircum-

8?
22—This question further develops
points covered in question No. 21,

23—What were the happenings on
board the liner after the casualty oc-
curred up to the time she foundered;
and what was the cause of the loss of
the Titanic and the loss of life uml
ensued?

24--This question further develops
the subject of question No. 23.

26-—-What was the construction and
what was the adeguacy of the equip-
ment of the Titanic?

26—This designated as the final
question constitutes a request as to
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defense would show,

FLOYD MLLEN
5 ON THIL
FOR HIS LIFE

Evidence Against First of Hills-
ville Court House
Assassins.

]

Defence Argues Affair Was
Greatly = Exaggerated and
Others Were Partly Respon-
sible for the Trouble.

Wytheville, Va, May 2~“I'll kill
Bill Foster before the sun goes down
tomorrow night, if I'm convicted.”

Floyd Allen, the first of the Hills-
ville court house. assassing now on
trial here for his life, was charged
with making this remark before the
shooting on March 14, according to
the testimony today of I. B. Weddell
of Montgomery, one of the first day's
witnesses for the prosecution. On
cross-examination Wedell stuck to his
story though he admitted no other

ons were present during his con
aition with Allen,

Prosecutor Wysor, opening the case
said he would show there was a con-
spiracy among the Allens to shoot
up the court iff Floyd Allen was con-
vieted

Attorney Wyllis for the defence re
torted that reports of the tragedy had
been grossly exaggerated and that
he would introduce testimony to
show that Bettie Ayres was killed by
from <«'lark Dexter Goad's
revolver and not by the Allens. The
he said, that
Floyd Allen had been wounded before

SMITH ADMITS
KNOWS LITTLE

Only Knowledge of Marine
Matters Gleaned from Voy-
age with Captain Smith Six
Years Ago.

—
New York, May 2-—Senator Smith
said today: “A full report of the in-
guiry will be made to congress as
soon as the investigation is complet-
ed. I am not prepared just now to
say how soon this will be. It will
contain many recommendations, bas
ed not upon the idle hearsay sugges-
tions of novices, but upon the prac
tical, sworn evidence of marine ex-
perts and will conduct to every point
that will assure the absolute safety
of ocean travellers, It will advocate
many reforms—so many that I am
»ot prepared to sketch even its fu-
ture now.”

“Will your report suggest that any-
one should be prosecuted as being in
any way responsible for loss of lite?”

“No,” replied Mr. Smith. *“I realize
that I am no marine expert, All that
1 know of the subject was taught me
by the captain of the ill-fated Titanic,
Captain Smith, who lost his life in
the disaster, six years ago. At that
time Captain Smith commanded the
Baltic and when my son and I cross-
ed he took us through every part of
the ship and explained it all to us,
That just about sums up my knowl-
edge of marin® matiers, prior to the
beginning of the investigation™

BAITISH TITANG
FUND BEACHES
MILLION AND HALF

London, May 2:—The British Titanic
fund amounts to approximately $1,600,-
000, A conference was held at the
Mansion House today to arrange for
its distribution. It was decided to ex-
tend immediate relief to widows and
bereaved families of the members of
the crew, pending the organization of
a commiitee to undertake the adminis-
tration of the fund, This committee

BUSINESS OF
COMMONS
" CONGESTED

Failing Home Rule Measure
Other Relief Must Be
Sought.

Sir Edward Grey Admits An-
omalies Exist in Present Bill
But Sees No Other Solution
of Difficulty.

London, May 2—A. J. Balfour and
Sir Edward Grey held the stage at
today's debate on the Home Rule
Bill in the House of Commons. The
former premier showed little of his
old time fire and his speech was
reminiscent of many heard before.
He complained that the bill did not
contain even a germ of finality and
that its adoption would work a great
injury to the representative institu
tions of England while creating in
Ireland an assembly which no Irish-
man could regard with pride or re-
spect.

The powers of the Irish parliament
would be so hampered, he said, that
good men would refuse to serve in
it. Every successful federal system,
he  declared, had been built up on
a desire of the separate parts for a
closer unity, but the government was
pursuing an opposite course, cutting
up the United Kingdom and creating
fiscal divisions,

Sir Kdward Grey
the coustitution was becoming in
creasingly unworkable, and that de-
volution throughout the United King-
dom was ry. The usefull
of the lmpexisl parligmgnt ceuld not,

! adled, be sacri-
ficed to ng of Ulster.

The forelgn secretary admitted that
the settlement providéed in the bill
was incomplete in some respects.
The presence of 42 Irish members
in the imperial parliament was an
anomaly, but he did not mind that,
because he belleved that it would
precipitate further arrangements
which, while not éndangering imper
ial unity. would relieve the different
parts of the United Kingdom.

If Ulster defied the solution the
govermyment proposed,, on made it
impossible, some other solution would
have to be found, which would relieve
the overburdened House of CCommons
of the present monstrous .congestion
of business, and put the control of
Irish affairs in Irish hands.

contended that

GETTING BEDY
10 CONSTRUGT ThE
OEBED DAY DO

Government Officials Pay Visit
to Site of Proposed Works—
Grain Elevators are Also
Planned.

renms

Quebec, May 2.—Hon. Mr. Cochrane
minister of railways and canals; Hon.
L. Pelletier, postmaster general, and
Major leonard, chairman of the
Transcontinental Rallway Commis-
sion, are in Quebec today looking
after the sites proposed for the dry
dock that the government has decid-
ed to build in the harbor of Quebec.
They will algso inspect sites for the
Transcontinental Railway terminal
and station. They are accompanied
by the representativess of the district
of Quebec in the federal parliament.

SUSPEGT PREMIER
SEEKS 1O SEE
HENS OF PONER

Tang Shao Yi Unable to Agree
With Foreign Bankers on
Terms of Loan Suspected of
Treachery.

will include the lord mayor, the Earl
of Derby, and the governor of the
Bank of England.

On Lord Derby’'s suggestion, it was|
decided to inquire whether the Ameri-!
can relief committees would provide |
for such emigrants who lost relatives
as intended to settle permanently in |
the United States.

Peking, May 2.—Premler Tang
Shao Yi and the representatives of
the foreign bankers failed to agree
today on arrangement for a loan. The
premier practically demands unlimited
funds with the most nominal super-
vision. The bankers are o to
floating Chinese bonds without thor-

SAINT JOHN, CANADA,

| suggesting the urgency of

{ough supervision over expenditures.
| The opinion is held that Tang Shao
Yi is endeavoring to arrogate to him-
self a practical dictatorship, the pre-
sident, Yuan Shi Kai being temporar-
| ily placed in the background.

court to report upon the rules and
regulations of the merchant shipping
act and to make recommendations
with a view to promoting the safety of |
vessels and persons at sea.

GV BAYCE
15 GULTY
OF TREASON

Unionists Considér Part in
Reciprocity Negotiations
Ground for Reall.

&

£
Draw Government's

B

ttention

Shed Upon Designs of U. S.

o

London,
of the
paring
regarding

May -Unionist members
House of Commons are pre
to question the:government
what they eharacierize
Ambassador Bryce’'s “treasonable
act” in supporting the proposal by
President Taft in the nm”er of Cana
dian reciprocity, and as to whether
the government proposes Lo recall the
Ambassador.

Arthur Shieley Benn is anxious to
know if Mr., Bryce was aware that
the object of reciprocity was to make
Canada an “adjunct of the United
States,” If his acquiescence therein
was not treasonable, and whether,
in view of the published correspon-
dence between the President and
Theodore Roosevelt, it is the inten-
tion of the government to recall the
ambassador.

Questions will also be addressed
to Premier Asquith directing his
attention to the letter on reciproeity
written by President Taft to Theo

e e m——— - N -
FRIDAY, MAY

dore Roosevelt a year ago last Janu
ary, and recently made public; and
the policy
for imperial preference to defeat |
American designs.

Another question of which notice
has been given will ask ‘whether the
government was aware of President
Taft’s intention to “make (‘anada
only an adjunct of the United States™
when they Instructed Ambassador
Bryce to ist the passage of the |
reciprocily agreement . belween ihe
United States und Canada. An ef
fort will be made to rgise the whole
question on motion for an adjourn
ment Monday evenings

MEN COMPLAN
OF TREATMENT

its

British Workmen Employed by]
Grand * Trunk Under Un-|
pleasant Conditions—Min-
ister Hears of Trouble. .

Special to The Standard.

Ottawa, May 2.—Hon. T. W. Croth-
ers, minister of labor, has ordered an
investigation into complaints made by ]
a number of Kuglish and Scotch boil-
ermakers and machinists who are writ-
ing from the west to him. These men
complain that they were induced to
come out to work on the G. T. P. on
expectations that it had labor troubles
at places where they were to work,
whereas on arriving at their destina
tions, they were obliged to live in box-
cars and confined within stated boun-
daries.

Many who refused to accept these
conditions are now in Winnipeg look-
ing for work. The language of some
of the men is very bitter. The G. T P.
authorities maintain that there is no
strike. The company and its boiler-
makers and machinists had a contest
some time ago, the company refusing
to accept the award of a board under
the Lemieux act, and the present trou-
ble is a development of the old quar-
rel

I£ the men’'s charges can be substant-
{fated, the misrepresentations can be
refurnished in England under a re-
cently inserted clause in the mer-
chants' shipping act.

TASK MAY BE EVEN
MORE DIFICOLT
"IN LOGL EEGTO

Rumored Hon. 0. J. Leblanc
Contemplates Vacating His
Place on Opposition Ticket
—Chances Very Slim.

T

Special to The Standard,

~Moncton, N. B.,, May ~There is a
rumor from Kent county that Hon. O.
J. Leblane, recently nominated as one
of the provincial opposition ticket,
contemplates retiring from the fight
and that his place will probably be
taken by a comparatively unknown
man from one of the smaller parish-
es. As Mr. Leblanc clalmed to have
retired from the Dominion contest
last year because of his age, it is pos-
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SHITH CON
BE

The Senator Examines
Witnesses Unaided
In New York

LITTLE NEW LIGHT

e

No Fvidence Forthcoming to
Show White Star Authorities
Received Intimation of Dis-
aster Before Monday Evening.

P

New York, May 2—Testimony tak
en today by Senator Willilam Alden
Smith of Michigan, chairman of the
genate commission investigating the
Titanic disaster did not reveal facts
tending to contirm the report that
rews of the wreck, which the White
Star Line made public on Monday ev
ening, April 15, had reachéd New
York early that morning. To deter
mine this question was the principal
object of the senator’s visit to New
York and he had before him today
in private hearing John Bottomley,
vice-president of the American Mar
coni Company, E. J. Dunn, the New
York merchant, who had testified in
Washington that he had beeun inform
ed by the son of a Western Union
operator that a message had been re-
ceived in New York on Monday morn
ing, telling of the Titanic’s fate; and
the operator himself, who
to the city today, Mr. Smith said af
ter having been absent since Sunday
night

Thege two witnesses were disposed
to be recalciirant, the senator said,
and their examization was unsatisfac-
tory. He said he would call the op-
erator again when he hoped to obtain
more definite information. Vice-presl
dent Bottomley according (o his sten-
ographic estimate disclaimed all
knowledge of any such mnews being
received here at the time reported.

“Do you know of your own know-
ledger of Have.you bega informed by
any person by wire, wireless, cabld
letter, word of mouth or ‘othgrwise
that information regarding this dis-
aster reached any office of your com-
pany or the White Star Line Monday,
April 15, prior to one o'clock?” was
the question Senator Smith put to him.

“No, I don't know of any suci e8-
sage,” Mr. Dottomley replied, ;w
that the Marconi company i
first message of the sinking
the Titanic about 6 p. m. Monday.

The witness testified that he had
made every effort {o get some news
of the disaster from the Carpathia,
and had sent instructions to all wire-
less stations asking them to furnish
the company with all the news they
could, Heé denied that he had in any
way tried to influence Cottam and
Bride, the wireless operators on the
Carpathia in regard to the sending and
receipt of information until the ves-
sel had passed quarantine, when with
Mr. Marconi's consent he had given
wireless permission to Bride to sell
his story.

THIS VANCOUVER
BOY PREFERRED
DEATH T0' SGHOOL

When Father Urged Him to At-
tend Whipped Out Revolver
and Shot Himself, Dying In-
stantly, :
Vancouver, May Ernest Clarke,
aged 14, and living with his parents,
at $88 Kighth Ave, West, committed
guicide this morning, preferring death
to school, He objected so sirenuous-
ly to going to school that his mother
sent for his father to reason with
bim. He told his mother that he would
take poison first When his father
went into the room the lad whipped
out a revolver so guickly that befor

he could be stopped he shot himselt
through the temple, dying instantly

DID NOT DISCUSS
RECIPROCITY N’
SPEEGH IN BOSTON

Sir Louis Davies Believes Po-
sition on Supreme Court
Bench Precludes Expression
of Opinion on Subject.

Boston, Mass., May 2.—So many dif-

NDUCTS THE
SINGLE-HANDED

4

returned |
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DEADLOGK. IN
ANTHRAGITE
alTUATION

‘

Operators and Miners Vote
Down Suggestion of Sub-
Committee. |
Representative of President of|
Mine Workers, However,|
Does Not Consider Outlook |
Discouraging ‘

d

New York, May 2~The full com-|
mittee of anthracite operators and
miners this afternoon voted down the|
agreement that was submitted to them
by the sub-committee of the operat
ors and miners to settle the contro
versy over the guestion of increased
wages and other questions in the an
thracite region. |

“The outlook, while rather compli-|
cated, is not discouraging. It is hop-|
ed all differences may yet be adjust-
ed.” This was the statement made|
early tonight by William Green, re-|
presenting John P. White, president
of the United Mine Workers, shottly
before the convening of an evening
session of the general committee re
presenting the mine workers of the
anthracite coal regions which today|
rejected the tentative ecment for
gettlement of the miners’ wage and
othen demands which had been ap-|
proved by sub-committees represent-|

and the mine work-|
greement, it had been;
hoped, would result in the speedy re
sumption of work in the mines, where|
a suspension affecting 170,000 em-|
ployes became effective April 1st.

Objection to the agreement which
had ben approved by President White|
of the United Mine Workers of Am-|
erica was baged on the tenure of the|
contract period—which was for four|
years—the abolishment of the sliding|
scale and the failure to recognize the|
union to the extent that the miners|
demanded. |

The proposal for the settlement of|
the wage dispuij was voted down h_\'l
the miners while in conference with|
the operators.  After the adjournment|
of the conference, William Green, re-|
presenting John P, White, prvshlunﬂ
of the United Mine Workers, who is|
ill at his home in Towa, aunounced|
that a conference would, be held to-|
night to determine if the tentative|
agreement, as drafted by the sub ('nnri
mittees and rejected by the general|
committee of the miners, should be|
submitted to a referendum vote or to|
a convention composed of ro|>re.~'vn1
tatives of the four hundred local
unions in the anthracite regions.

THAW WANTS
HS LIBERTY

|
|

r's.

Alienists  Declare  Ailment
Would Not Prove Menace to|
Society if Released—Judge|
Considers Matter. :

White Plains, N. Y., May 2.—Justice|
Keogh, in the Supreme Court, today |
heard argument ou the application nl|
Harry K. Thaw for a hearing before
a jury as to his sanity. Clarence J.|
Shearn counsel for Thaw who was
not brought from Mattewan said that
his client insisted upon a jury pas-|
sing upon his application for release
from the siate asylum for the crimin ,
al nsane.

“Many alienists employed by Thaw,"|
Mr, Shearn said, “huave made examin |
ations of him and they share the same|
opinion that the only disease l‘rom|
which he suffered was chronic or de !
lusional insanity or paranoia and false
belief. They are of the opinion that
Thaw's release from Mattewan would
not result in him becoming a menuace
to society.”

Justice Keogh took the matter un
der advisement and announced that a
decision would be rendered later,

A A A A A i

his own version of that part
address in which hé referred to re
ciprocity between Canada and the
United States. Sir Louis explained (hat
there were among his anditors sc
many of his former constitugpts from
the Maritime Provinces, that he felt
obliged, in opening his address to men-
tion recigfocity, which he did, substan-
| tially as follows:

“In my pre-regenerate days I was an
| earnest advocate of reciprocity. That
15\111]9(-( is now within the ambit of
| political controversy and because of

of his

| the testimony

| sired

i gighted the iceherg;

| secured

| Special to The Standard.

| has

ferent versions having been circulat-| my position as a member of the sup-
ed concerning \he.remnrks made by!reme court of Canada, it would be
Sir Louwis 1, Davies, justice of the|highly improper for me to discuss the

sible that he now feels unequal to the
still more difficult task of carrying a
provineial opposition ticket to victory.

Canadian supreme court at the Inter-' question. I may say further that the
colonial Club on Tuesday night. The| people of Canada have spoken and
gpeaker wag today requested to givel have settled the mattar.”

WIDOWS SUE

THE COMPANY
FOR AMMAGES

Legal Actions Develop frons

Casualties in Titanic
Disaster. ¢

7

Negligence and Unskillfulness
Charged—Ismay and Sur=
viving Officers Will Be Call«
ed Upon to Testify

New York, N. Y Papers it

the first Buit for damages brought by

May 2

a relative of a Titanic victim, wera

filed in the federal district court herey
t The  suit in £}

Mrs. Louise Robing, widow
Robins, Col, John Jacob Ass
valet,” who lost his life whert
the Titapic sank, and is that in which
of J. Bruce Ismay and

the sunken steamer is dee
charges ligence the
part of the Ocean team Navigation
Company, and asks $50,000 dame
ages and costs.

In the libel, it is charged that the
steamship company on April 14th lasty
the date of the disaster to the Titanic,
“so negligently, unskillfully, faultily
and wrongfully conducted itself and

oday. admiralty,

brought by
of Victor
tor's

ofticers of
It

ne on

| £0 misbehaved in the management oft

the steamship Titanic, that througly
the gross negligence, default, unskills/
fulness and wrongfu] acts of the res
ondent, its respective agents, office
er or officers, ¢ s and employ
the said steamship Titanis was causeq
ed to collide with and strike upon, oMy
against an iceberg, upon the high seasy
resulting in Victor Robins' death.”

It is asserted in the complaint thad
the owners of the steamship wera
negligent, first because the Titanio
had been warned that she was in the
vicinity of lcebergs, and in spite of the
warning was going at a speed of mora
than 20 knots when the collision oce
curred: Secondly, that proper precuaus
tions were not taken after the lookout
Thirdly, that the
liner was being operated. by a new
and untried crew; Fourth, that there®
was not a sufticient number of lifes
boats; Fifth, that after the collisiom
the lifeboais were not properly mans
ned,

Judge Mayer this afternoon appoints
ed Frank L. Polk, a lawyer as a coms
misstoner to take preliminary testie
mony in an action in admiralty brought
by BEsther Olsen, of this city, widow
of Charles Olsen, a passenger OIk
the Titanic. Mr. Polk had al iy been
appointed as such commi mer  im
the Robins suit,

The petition in the new suits cons
tains allegations of negligence on the
part of the Ocean Steam Navigatiomn
Company similar to the averments off
Mrs., Robins. Counsel for Mrs. Olsemw
subpoenaes for J. Bruce
may, president of the International
Mercantile Marine Company and the
saved officers of the Titanic.

1=

WANT LATER SEASIN
FIR NAVGHTION T0
HEND OF THE LAKES

Additional Ice Breakers and
Lighthouse Service Would
Add Month to the Open
Season.

e

Ottawa, May 2 Hou. Robert Rogerd
returned from Montreal and
ronto where he has been in confer
with marine insurance and ne
companies with the object of wo

out a’ plan for extending the season
of navigation. It is proposed to keep
navigation open at the head tha
lakes during December instead of
cloging on December Ist as heretos
fore. It is thought that this will als
jow the shipment of fifteen 1o twels
ty million bushels of wheat more tham
with the shorter season, thus Inas
terially aiding in breaking the grain
blockades. Additional breakers
and an extra light servicq
would be required

()

ice
house

0T VTN
1S THE PLSSILE
SUCESSOR OF HAYS

Toronto, May 2.—Sir Thomas Taity
formerly with the C. P. R, and who
recently returned to C(anada aften
having put the Australian governmentl
railways in good shape is prominents
ly mentioned as successor to the latd
Charles M. Hays former president
of the G. T. R. who lost hig life in the
Titanic disaster.

Montreal May —Officials of thg
@. T. R. said nothing would be knownt
in connection with the appointment
of a successor to the late President
Hays until the arrival of Chairman
Smithers from London next week and
refused to discuss the report mem
tioning Sir Thomas Tait




