Died a Short Time Ago, in New York, was Believed to
Have Blown up the U. S. S. Maine.

Capt. Gecrge B. Boynton, the Am-
erican soldier of fortune whose career
has been the subject of countless won-
derful stories, revealed to a few in-
timate friends shortly before his
death in New York a few months ago,
the fact that for some time he was
under suspicion of being the man who
blew up the battleship Maine in Hav-|
ana Harbor on Feb. 15, 1898, He suc-|
ceeded in showing the secret service|
men he said, that at the time of the|
explosion he was in Venezuela, us|
chief of the secret service for Presi-
dent Crespo, whose life he saved on|
more than one occasion. |

The story on which the United
States secret service sought to con-
nect Capt. Boynten with the occur-
rence was substantially as follows:

“The Spaniapds were entirely un-
prepared for the visit of the Maine,
which was sent to Havana suddenly
and without warning, COonsequently
there was no mine attached to the
buoy at which she was moored, though
it was stated that one would have
been placed there if it had been s0
much as suspected that she was com
ing. Ounce in the harbor she had the
city and its defences at her mercy
for all the wmoedern guns in the sur
rounding fortitications faced the sea
and none of them could be brought to
bear on her

“Capt eral Blanco and his staft
did not relish having a hostile war
ship in such an advantageous posi
tion in the event of war with the
United States, which they regarded
as a possibility, if not a probability
and it was decided, as a wmilitary pre
caution, to blow her up under condi
tions which were intended to wmake it
appear that she had been destroyed
by an accidental explosion of her own
magazines. It was concluded that a
mine might not do enough dama,
and, besides, it might leave traces
that would be found by the diver
who would investigate the disaster
a large boiler from the navy
was taken to the arsenal and
with powder It was provided
a mechanism by which it could
exploded by electricity, and hermeti
ally sealed

It was impossible to place the im
provised mine er the Maine, for
every vessel ¢ at that approached

*the warship was closely watched, so
the men in charge of the operation
were ordered to place it in such a
@sition that the battleship would
around over it when the wind

he boiler was lashed to &

sling undet a lighter, which was low
the bow of the Maine at

nd at as close quarters as it

¥ ghter was directly in

front of th attleship, the lines which
carried the boiler were cut and it
dropped int e mud. The Maing
was then headed noptheast, into the

trade wind, and the mine was about
75 feet away from her. The wire by
which the mine was to be exploded
was led to the end of the Machina
whart, one of the Government docks,
and it was then a question of waiting
until a shift in the wind brought the
warship over the boiler and of select-
fng some one to throw the switch
that would set it off at the proper
time.

“The. Spaniards conceived the idea
of having -the mine fired by an Am-
erican, which conformed to the con-
ception of justice, The American
named in the information that was
given to the Secret Service was Capt.
Boyuton, who, it w said, had been
capiured shortly before while con
ducting a filibustering expedition for
the Cubans, whom he had alded dur
fng the Ten Years' war, and was then
imprisoned in ¢ anas fortress. Ac
cording to the story, he was at once
tried and sentenced to death, but bis
lite and liberty were offered him If
he would press the button that was
to destroy the Maine, and swear nev
er to reveal the secret. He accepted
these terms and on the uight of Feb
15, 1898, when a change in the wind
swung the Maine around util her bow
was directly above the mine, which
was only three or four feet away from
her keel, he was taken to the Machine
Wharf and threw the switch that pro.
duced the explosion, after which he
was released

The Secret Service worked on this
story for a long time, but a8 un
able to establish Capt. Boynton's con
nection with the alleged conspiracy
Chief Wilkie has never revealed the
source of his investigations. Light
niay be thrown on its probability
when the wreck of the Maine has
been raized, which is expected to be
accomplished by July 4th

n (. Meehs who has an in
tional p e » agency in this
city which been employed for
many years by Venezuela, Colombia
Hayti, Nicaragua and other south and
central American governments, has a
sheaf of coufidential reports showing
the revolutionary ‘activities of Capt
Boywton. Beginning with 1890 Mr. Mee
han received numerous requests from
practically all of the Latin-American
presidents to locate the captain, =wito
they*feared or suspected, was stirving
up some trouble for them. They did
not want him arrested, chiefly be
cause it was seldom possible to get
conclusive evidence against him  be
fore he was 1 strike, but they
ore  very ¢ to be advised as
to where he was and what he was
doing

Capt. Boynton was born of New

gland parents who lost track of him

1872, According to his biographer,
his real mame, which he would not
permit to be revealed, until after his
death, was George Boyuton Stone.
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SOME OLD SUPERSTITIONS |

REGARDING WATERSPOUTS,

ster, a 1 €
ous means o combatir
all sallor 8 1 black handled knive
which the m er was believed to
hold_in special & o

When a spout made its appearance
these kuives were produced and point
ed in its direc
#0 as to make + sign of the cross
or according tot ecommendation of
certain contemporary auth
en several times into the
ghip. Certain passages from t
pel of St John were recited as charm
against waterspouts

A loud 1 e of any kind was also
believed to be efficacious against
them houts, the ¢ ) of swords, the
beating of drums, and gongs, ete. Tl
custom of firing cannon agains ater

spouts, says the Scientific America

dates back at least as f As the six
teenth century. The original idea ap
pears to have been to frighten them
the noise of the report, but

ater times it was believed that the
watery column could be cut in twain
by the cannen ball and the spout thus
dissipated. It would be interesting to
know whether the cannonading of wa
terspouts is still sometimes practised
It was certainly common much less
a century ago. It is hardly ne

say-that it is_ entirvely fu-|

French they are called trombes
(from the Italian tromba, a trumpet,
or the Spanish trombo, a top, in al
luzion to their visible form.) There
no essential difference between the
waterspout d the landgpout; in both
the visible “spout” is a mass of waler
vapor, the condensation of which is
due to the expansion of moist air un
der the diminished pressure within a
yortex in the atmosphere; but in the
landspout this vapor is mingled with
dust and other terrestrial objects
sucked up by the spout from the sur
face over which it passes

Dust whirls occur only when the sur
face of the ground is excessively heat
ed, and during their brief existence
they are fed by the inflow of the low
er air. The sharp contrasts of tem-
perature that produce them are char
acteristic of a land surface as compar-
ed with a water surface; yet it is
over the latter that spouts are most
frequent. Here then, is one point of
difference between the dust whirl and
the spout.

Another is the fact that no surface
inflow of the air is observed about a
spout except immediately within it. A
waterspout may pass within a few
hundred ‘feet of a vessel when the
Jatter is absolutely becalmed. Both
of these circumstances prove the in-
accuracy of the common statement
that spouts are due to an unstable
condition of overheated air at the
earth’s surface.

Both theory and observation indi-
cate that the vortex of a spout origin-

" ates at a considerable altitude above
the earth, viz, at the level of the
_middle or lower clouds—and is thence
sagated downward. The explana-

of Its origin must be sought in
contrasts of temperature occur-

' ring at high levels, on the margin of
a large cyclone, the zone in which
S identical with

v waterspout does not consist of wa-|
in the ordinary sense of the term.|
ortex in the formed as describ

i above, is ally pushed down
ward. If it r hes the surface of th
ocean the latter will be violently dis
| turbed; the water will be dashed up

ard in the form of waves and spray

o & height of many feet, forming the

broad base of the spout

Exteuc above this to the level

of the the centrifugal action of
withiu its core, a

ir--a region ot

in which water

" sous and invisi

ble, i ndense the cooling due
column of mist

Phis columu is often a mere watery

film o that el mountains and
ke, lying beycnd the spout can

en through it
A waterspout  suddenly
breaks, owing to a cessation of ita
al motion, its moisture may ln\
di irged downward in the form nli
a torrential rain  This has sometimes |
| happened over a ship, and the water|
was observed to be fresh, not |
proving that no considerable part of |
| it was drawn directly {rom the ocear \
|
!

to expansion

| The forms of waterspouts are vari
|ous. Sometimes they arc seen sing
| ly, sometimes in groups many
{ as twenty have been observed at one
time I'heir height, in extreme cases,
nay reach unearly s« mile

Some of the most interesting de
)« ptions and pictures of water

to be found in & memoir
iblished in 1898 Ly the late H. (€
| Russell, government asironomer at
‘\m\ South Wales. In one case cited
by thi author fourteen complete
| spouts and six others more or less
|incomplete were seen within ‘the
{gpace of five hours Russell also re
cords & case in which the shaft of a
waterspout formed a complete loop,
a phepomenon that has occasionally
been mentioned by other writers

If mariners were once the prey to
a superstitious dread of waterspouts,
on the other hand the sailor of today
is perhaps inclined 10 go to the other
extreme. Sea captairs have been
quoted as saying that they would net
be afraid to run their vessels into
any waterspouts they have ever seen.
There are, however, several cases on
off much the worse for involuntary
record in whiech vessels have come
encounters with waterspouts. In 18656
the German bark Ceylon, Capt. Nie-
mann, bound from Antwerp to Phila-
delphia, met a waterspout in about 31
degrees vorth latitude, and 71 degrees
west longitude.

Most of her canvas was furled at
the time, as she had recently en-
countered a thunder squall and hence
it was not possible to sall out of the
way of the spout when it was seen
rapidly approaching. The spout struck
the vessel on the por! side and heeled
her over until the starboard yard-
arms nearly touched the water. At
the same time she was swung around
from north northwest to south south-
east and thrown over to port on her
beam ends with such violence that
her t and went
by the board.

On the coast of Guinea In 1674 a

be
1 which squalls-are aiso most
It 15 hardly.necessary- to-state - that |

Hxt gun man-o’-war of 300 tons
was similarly -misbandled by a water-

spout: losing her foremast and bow- |
[ sprit n M ;

AUNTY PATERSON—“Nice business; Mother Fielding going to the Coronation and she knows baby's

got cholera infantum,
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8IR WILFRID—"He can’t come too soon.
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Bt. Petorsburg, May 27.—From the
tone of the leading newspapers and
the talk of official and military per
sonages here on the subject of Tur-
key it is evident that there has been
a change in the government's attl-
tude. There is no longer even the
pretence of approval of the self-siyl-
ed union and progress Young Turks
The mood is rather that of thirty
years ago, and we have this week the

4Novoye Vremya printing the opinion

that “Turkey must be wiped off the
map of Europe.”

8o far the only factors that impel
Russia to lake a strong hand at pres-
ent in southeastern Europe are of a
national nature. From the Czar down-
ward among the political personages
In Russia there is a whole hearted
willingness to give Autsria a rebulf,
and the quickest way to effect that
has seemed to be the dragooning of
the Turkish government, with the im-
plied taunt to Austria that she dare
not interfere.

A plausible case has been built up
in the last two or three years for
holding that Austria-Hungary with
the bunch of Slav nationalities at the
end of Francis Joseph's empire should
be the actual pretecting guardian of
those other Slavs who live on the
borders of or inglde Turkey's Euro-
pean province of Macedonia. Russia
was to be dislodged” from her tra
tional eminente which she won by
her war with Turkey on the ground
that she had neither the nerve mor
the authority to make her protector-
ship of any wvalue, This slight has
been deeply resented In Russia even
among the political opposition,

The Austrian, otherwise Ashren-
thal, pr fon has no d ders in
Russia, but even so there is something
left to be sccounted for in the stifily
worded warning addressed by the
Russian State Department to the
Turkish government to cease provok-
Ing the Montenegrins by parading
Turgut Pasha's army within rifte
ritle range of their frontier.
+For pearly a year past the belicf
has been held among usually well in-
formled people here that Russia and
England have come to an understand-
ing hostile to Turkey. They have
adopted ‘the policy which they agreed
on in the summer of 1908 when King
Kdward met the Czar at Reval, a pol
fey that was the immediate cause of
the Turkish revolution in that Its in-
terference in the infernal affairs of
the Otteman Empire offended enough
politico-miliary sentiment In Turkey
to enable the committee to overthrow
Abdul Hamid,

That policy was left in abeyance
until time should show whetlier the
Young Turks and their constitutional
parliamentary system could produce
& decent administration. The verdict
of a Russian and apparently of the
British government is hostile,

England, according to the view tak-
en here, has completely reversed her
old time policy toward the Turkish
Empire. Toward the end of his ca-
reer the late Lord Salisbury said that
in the Russo-Turkish problem Eng-
land had put her money on the wrong
horse. Now she has stopped even
hedging on her stake and gone over
to the Russian and the original Glad-
stonian policy that the Turk as 4 po
ltical administrator must get out of
Kurope bag and baggage. How soon,

how easily and by what steps can this|.

end be reached?

Presented graphically, the process
now being applied resembles the up-
per and nether millstone at work and
Constantinople being ground between
them. Russia in the Macedonian north
and England in the Arabian south
are regarded as engaged deliberately
in destroying the aithority of the
Turksh ceintral government at Con-
stantinople.

The motive for the present inflex-
ible hostility of the two governments
t othe new Turkish regime is by ne
means based on altruistic sympathy
with oppressed Christian nationalities
nor even on treaty rights. It springs
from the conviction held by Rusala
4nd England that Turkey is not to be
trusted. Moreover they think that
she is not to be feared.

Her sole strength in the way of
prestige is the German erganization
of her army, and since the present
year began this newly modelled army
has been subjected north and south
to continuous _ humiliation. Many
Russians go o far as to hold that the
present will be relegated to Asla
Minor with its capital at Bagdad, and
that it will rank approximately with
Persia among the political powers,

There is 8 marked want of confi-
dence in the conjectures as to what
consideration has induced Germany to
stand by in not unfriendly silence
while Russia steals 8 march on Ans-
tria in the feglon where _Austria
brought off her coup thiee years ago.
It is known that Emperor William dis-
likes (ount Aebreithal as a spectac.
ular person who overplays his part at’

the the sapi pi
of the Triple Alllanee, and in Russia
Aehrenthdl ‘i © always  the ‘“sham
strong man” who was to be toppled
over at the first convenient opportun-
ity. g g
Germany's attitude s traced back to
the Potsdam negotiations, which so
far as they have been officially allid-
ed to addressed themselves osten:
sibly to Persia because she is a negl
ible fifth rate power, but which really
bad in view "Purkey, although shd
would not be publicly affronted by
having that put on official record, Th
inference is that the German govern
ment, accepting the experfenced jud
ment of her Ambassador at Constan
tinople, Baron Marschall von Bieber:
n, has also come to the conclu:
slon that the new Turkish regime has
not the elements of lasting stability
in it and that It 18 wise to proceed b
anticipal each power earmarking
for itself what it thinka it needs most
hal will be allowed to take
at the breaking up of the estate.
Thi .an eclipse in the
et ‘l’uhu.‘
-

statesman  and - general.
seem to be abundantly proved that
the new course in Turkey has falled

WELL AND
STRONG

By Lydia E. Pinkbam's
Vegetable Compound

Toronto,—1 gladly give my
testimonial in favor of your w’uotd-tful
medicines, Last October 1 wrote. to
you for advice as | was completely run
down, had bearing down sensation in
the lower part of
bowels, backache,
and pain in the
side. 1 also suf-
fered terribly from

n:lu-r receivi
our directions,
ollowed them

. way,

I also teok Lydia E. Pinkbam's

egetable before my baby
was born, and I recommend it highl,
to. all pregnant women.—MRS. Ey.
WaNDBY, 92 Logan Ave., Toronto, Ont,

Another Woman Cured

Maple Creek, Sask.--I have used
Lydia E. Pinkham's Vegetable Com-
pound and Blood Purifier, and I am
now in perfect health, 1 was troubled
with pains every month, I khow other
women who suffer as Idid and I wilt

ladly recommend your medicine to

em. You may publish this if you
think it will help others.—Mgs. F. E.
Coox, Maple Creek, Sask.

1 you belong to that countless army
of women who suffer from sore form
of female ills, don’t hesitate to try
Lydia E. Pinkham Vegetable Coms
pound, made Lrowa roots and herbs.

a ng'i

the acknowledged leading cemedy for all F
nts. Recommended by the Medical Faouis
{The genuine bear the signature d!.- Manz:

hioh Ne iz
‘b without therm. Scld by all Chemists & St
hazm. Chamist. SOUTHAMBEG, B0

The Spirit .
of

Progress
Keepe the

Underwood

Standard
Typewriter

in the Lead

“The Machine ':;‘!m?ammy
Get eur prices on.nbum and gec-
ond-hand machines.

THE NEW BRUNSWICK .

UNITED TYPEWRITER.CO. L™

80 Prince” William 'Street.
8t. John, N, B,

Bar Solder,
Babbitt Metal and
All Ingot Metals.

WE ARE HEADQUARTERS.
Write For Particulars.




