BO0OKS

All the new hooks by pepular authors.

We put

ail ‘books in h‘,n\”ul holiday boxes without extra
charge,
Standard works in single volumes or in sets.
Dickens, 20 Vols. Cloth, illustrated, $9.00
Dickens, 20 Vols, Leather, illustrated, $16.00
L 17 Vols,, Leather, India paper, illus. $17.
Thackery 17 Vols, Leather, India pager, illus. $17

- STATIONERY

in beautiful gift boxes from
26¢. to $3.50 each,

CXENEN B are apt, most of us, to ob-|pointed heavenward. He asked the|life at once and presented the mistle-
&7‘,‘ .y," # serve the customs and tra- | people to gather about it in their own |toe to the Goddess of Love to keep.
h‘ Yl (g‘ ditions of the Yuletide|homes, where it should shelter nothing | Kveryone who passed under it recelved
¥ \ g with the feeling that they | but loving gifts. ;u kiss to show that it was the emblem

bad their birth with the
first of the greatest festi-
vals of Christendom. The Christmas
tree, the gift giving, the candles, the
tolly and the mistletoe have become
so identified with our celebration of
Christmas that they seem as inherent
and peculiar to it as the radiant points
to the Star of the Nativity. And yet
it is to antiquity and heathendom that
we owe the customs we observe, the
stock phrases we utter and even the
minc¢e pie, without which no Christ-
mas dinner is complete. The Ger-
mans, the Scandinavians, the Jews, the
Romans, the Goths and the Saxons
have all contributed to make our
Christian festival.

“Merry

from

stmas! It is on our
stroke of tweive that
! Christmas eve until
has burned out on
If we think of it at
all we accept “merry” as meaning

r a bit Aps at its preference.
matter of fact when the English
sed the old Saxon word in this
n, spelling it ‘‘merrie,” it
1y pleasant and agreeable,
we cling to it in spite of its

connect

meant s

anged character.

duy before Christmas we bring
e house a great fir tree that is
» the center of the festivities. It
1 old German legend that has pro-
vided us with this pretty custom.
t Wilfrid, the tale runs, was one

day cutting down one of the sacred
he Druids. Presently a great
ed it it fe split in four

t Saint Wilfrid saw a

i

standing staunch and
peinting a green spire to
heave! He thereupon pro-
»d it a holy tree and the tree of
Christ child because fts leaves

unharmed,

when we make use of the electric
lighted devices. One may choose
among several plcturesque accounts
of the origin of this practice. In me-|
dieval times when the forests seemed |
peopled with none but sacred trees, |
there was a tradition of particular|
holiness being invested in an illumi-|
nated tree. Then the ancient Jews
held a Feast of Light about Christmas
time in which candles were an {mpor-
tant feature, so that their use may|
oddly enough have been thus ndopted'
by the Christians.  The huge Yule|

into the world. The most beautiful |
idea is that our use of candles is do.-‘1
rived from the fact that probably|
when Christ was born twinkling lights
were burning in every house.

The holly and mistletoe indispens-|

inally identified with pagan festivals. |
There is a tradition that holly is the
bush in which Jehovah appeared to|
Moges. The mistietoe was an object of
great veperation to the Druids, al-|
though only when it grew upon an|
oak tree. The propriety of kissing|
under the mistletoe is a relic of an old |
Scandinavian myth, It seems that |
Balder, the Apollo of the North, wusi
hated by one Loki because “every {
thing that springs from fire, air, earth
| and water” had given promise not to
hurt the former handsome gentleman.
Whoever it was had thus coerced all
things of the earth and sea, had some-
how neglected to mentfon the matter
to the insignificant mistletoe. So
Loki straightway made an arrow of
mistletoe, and being an unprincipled
chap induced blind Hoder to shoot
Balder. Little good it did him, how-

On Christmas eve we illuminate the |
tree with many flickering candles—un- | of mistiétoe was unabated for centu-
less we prefer safety to sentiment,|ries, but one old writer says: “‘Mistle

of love, and not death, The popularity

toe was abandoned in the Christmas
decking of churches together with
kissing at the services, because both
were found to set the young ladies and
young gentlemen a-reading of the mar-
riage service.”

And dear old Santa Claus, or Saint
Nicholas, or Kris Kringle, as you pre-
fer—what delightful myths from an-

tiquity have presented him with his |

reindeers and his whiskers and pack
of toys! The Scandinavian legend re-
lates the coming of Odin, the winter
god, who visited eéarth at the time of

candle signified the coming of the light Lthe Winter Solstice or Feast. Odin

rode a white horse and preceded by
wolves and ravens was supposed to
lead an army of souls that had died
during the year. As Christianity trl-
umphed it was only over the unbap-
tized that he was thought to have

sprightly and gleesome and;nble for holiday decoration were orig-| power, and his army came to be com-

posed only of the souls of children to
whom he became a friend. Eventually
he was said to bring the toys and gifts
to the children on earth. We are sat-
isfied now to tell the children that he
comes down the chimney with his pack
of gifts and disappears without being
beheld by mortal eye. In a little Mo-
ravian village in Emaug, Penngylvania,
which is the only place in this country
where the custom is thus observed, St.
Nicholas, or Peltznickel, 18 yearly im-
personated by some villager, and visits
every household on Christmas eve to
distribute gifts.

The mince ple is a survival of the
immense pies that the early Christians
used to make in the form of a cradle
or manger. After several centuries
the pies were made smaller in size,
but were still made to carry o® the
idea of the manger iu a sort of cofiin

Chatterbox,

KODAKS, from $5.00 to 66.50
BROWNIE CA
to $12.00.

Thackery - 10 Vols, Cloth, $7.50.

$tevenson 27 Vols., Biographical Ed, Lthr. $32,

Stevenson 10 Vols.,, Popular Ed, Cloth, $10.00
Francis Parkman 13 Vols, Cloth, $15.00
Francis Parkman, 13 Vols, Hf. Morocco, $20.00

POETS
All the leading poets in Cloth, and

bindings from 50 cents to $4.50.
Boys’ Own Annuals, Girls' Own Annuals, Chums,

Sunday, Girls' Reaim, Little Folks, etc.
Journals and Toy Books in Endless variety.
Christmas Cards, Booklets and Calendars from

all the leading publishers.

MERAS, from $1.00

FOUNTAIN

WATERMAN, STERLING, SWAN, AND EAGLE FOUNTAIN PENS,

frm $1.00 to $12.00 each.

" E. G. NELSON & Co., 6§66 | ing Street.

VICTOR GRAMOPHONES

""ni8 MASTER'S VOICE'

from $21.00 to $75.00
RECORDS AND NEEDLES

Leather

PRAYER BOOKS
AND HYMNALS,
AT ALL PRICES.

THIS

Ahd -y

Wrist Bags, Purses,
cases, Music Rolls,

Made of Wood or Brass
45 ¢, to $3.50 each,

D DOLLS

LEATHER GOODS

Card
Cigar

Cases, Writing Portfolios.

18 A NEW DEPARTMENT

e ANA WE HAVE ALL THE

VERY LATEST NOVELTIES.
DO NOT FAIL TO VISIT OUR

XMAS SHOW ROOM.

were evergreen and its majestic spire|ever, for the gods restored Balder to|shape

| il

CHRISTMAS FURNITURE OF EVERY
DE{ CRIPTION AND QUALIT/ Al 5 oits

. 8 | TITA
Furniture Gifts are sensible gifts, they last a lifetime in a careiu bome, ( r 5:0:k comprises . e & A | S
choices: of the new patterns, and assortments are so great Chol you are ce..qin to find somethin ; A p LB

exactly suited to the tastes of the prospective recblept. g ‘ .
Here are simply @ few reminders, but a visit to our showrooms will unfo! | hua ireds of ap,

f rropriate and pleasing suggestions for Christmas giving. A display of furniture ma, also be seeni
Carpet Depariment, Germain St : ;
Make scieciions eary--we will store your gifts untli Christmas Eve, if desired.
,f

Baby Sleigh, finished red, $10.25,
Finished white enamel, $11.26, Rocker, Mhgy veneer roll seat, $7.75,

others, in Oak, $6.00, to $8.00.

Streit Morris Chair, foot rest, attach.
ed, uphoistered in Velours, and Cordu.
roys, $16, $19, $20, $21, to $36. Boys' Express, $1.25, others at $2.25, Magazine Stands,

$9.00, others at $5,
$2.50 up to $6.50. $7. up to $12,

Morris Chairs, weathered,
Oak frame, Spanish
leather cushion, $27., to $38.50.

Parlor Chairs, inlaid back,
Mhgy. finished, ilk covered,
ny shade, $9.00. ..... +.o

Baby's High
Chairs, with Tray,

Dolls’ Folding Geo-Ca r Tires
00, $1.25.

ng rt,
$2.25, others at 60c., $1

Felding Card Table, Cloth Top, 24 In,
$2.50, 27 in. $3.15, 30 in. $4.00.

WMianchester Robertson Allison, Lt

PURKITURE DEPARTYMEN Toc-MARKET SCU IRE

Child's Migh
Chair, Hard Wood,
Dollg’ Carriage, English Pattern, $3.35, Oak finish, $2.i0. ./

Others at $3.75, $6.75, $7.00. Others from $1.35 up,

Tea Table, Rattan,
tight finish, 30in.
%7.00. 24 in. $4.00.

)
Oak finish, $2.25,
Hardveod Rocker

Gifts of Useful Articles are Favored This Year
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