
ground had not been built upon. Aa far as 
these epistles of Robb’s to the workingmen 
are concerned, they form a feather in the 
caps of the Trades and Labor Council dele, 
gates. Had the City Treasurer remained 
silent no one would hare suspected h is 
ignorance, but like the ass in the fable his 
voice betrayed him. This agitat ion for a 
readjustment of the Water Tax will not stop 
at Mr. Robb’s command, and not even the 
ridiculous assurance of our venerable City 
Clerk that the system worked well in his 
grandfather’s time will prove oil on the 
troubled waters. Wé want this thing set
tled on an equitable basis. We deâire to 
wrong no man or set of men, but we will 
not submit to any compromise, we want 
justice, and if the men in the City Council 
don’t feel disposed to give it to us they will 
have to be turned out and replaced by 
others that will.

mereyl interests of the city of Quebeo and 
its object was for the prosperity and im
provement of the city’s commerce. At 
present there was an organization known 
as the Quebec Shiplaborers’ Benevolent 
Society. He knew the present deputation 
was taking a serious step in asking the 
Legislature to cancel its charter, but at the 
same time, as citizens of Quebec, they 
would not consider it their duty if they did 
not show good reasons why it should be 
done. For some years the society had 
ceased to be a charitable one. It had made 
rules which interfered with the practical 
work of loading sailing vessels and Steam
ships, more particularly the latter. He 
then read a petition asking that the charter 
of the Quebec Shiplaborers' Benevolent 
Society be repealed,

Hon. Mr. Shehyu in reply said the same 
question had been brought up when he 
was president of the Board of Trade, but 
the most interested men in it then were not 
among the delegates now present. He 
supposed it was because they did not care 
to endanger themselves in a collision with 
the shiplaborers. The purpose of the depu
tation was a very serious one, namely, té 
take away the charter of a society that the 
Government had incorporated. An error 
had perhaps been committed in not having 
it entered that their by laws should be ap 
proved by the Governor in Council. He 

..would consider it a very dangerous move
ment for the Goveri ms it to meet a number 
of gentlemen and taxe upon itself the re
sponsibility of removing the chaiter of a 
society whose rules to them seemed too 
stringent. The members of the same soci - 
ty had not even been given an opportunity 
to epeik for themselves. It had been said 
that the society had gone beyond its char 
ter. If so, then the question of settlement 

I was one for the courts and not the Govern-

■■OUR BOARDING HOUSE
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the Boarders.

ALL OUR GOODS SOLD ON THEIR MERITS.“Mr. Robb may be a thoroughly honeet 
and a first class Ctfty Treasurer for allman

I know to the contrary,” said Gaskill, 
as a political economist be is a dead failure. 
When a a man begins to talk about taxa
tion the way he does, its time for hie 
friends to interfere and take him in Out of 
the draft before he makes an ass of himself.

Select Year Furniture from the Largest Stock in Canadi
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йУ....When he tackled Helbronner on the Water 
Tax question in the papers of this city, he 
bit ofl more than he can chew, because Hel- 
bronner has forgot more about the levying 
and collecting of the Water Tax than Robb 
evet knew ; and every time that our Trea
surer rushes into print he disp ays an 

ount of ignorance of even the elementary 
principles of political economy 
distressing to men like myself who have 
always credited Robb with gumption 
enough to at least hold his tongue about 
matters of which he knows nothing. It is
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mm 1 CTHE QUEBEC SHIPLABORERS.bad enough for him to be licked with his 
figures and statements and made ridi-own

culous in the eyes of the people, but to come 
out with such rot as is contained in his last

The Legislature Petitioned to Sup
press the Society.

і

epistle is downright madness. He says : 
• The water rate is the only tax that is paid 
by the great majority of the working classes 
over and above their rent, and it covers all 
the advantages of city life, such as police 
and fire protection, street lighting, roads 
and sidewalks, the free use of public parks, 
and baihs, besides an unlimited supply of 
pure water in their homes, ^11 of whiob 
they get for three cents a day.

You’re right,” said Brown, “when a 
publie official makes assertions of this kind 
its time fpr the City Council to make 
arrangements for furnishing a room or two 
in an insane asylum, where such poor de
mented fellers could be properly attended 
to, No one but a fool at the present day 
contends that tenants do not pay taxes, bê- 
fcause everybody, not even excepting land
lords, knows that interest on money in
vented, taxes, improvements and insurance, 
are all paid by ths tenant in rwft, Robb 
would like us to infer that landlords are 
philanthropists whe generously build 
houses for our accommodation and then 
pay all tne taxes on them to boot. Now, 

Garlick’s old male knows that

On Monday afternoon last a deputation 
of citizens, principally composed of mem
bers of the Quebec Board of Trade, waited

*

Palace Furniture Store,on Premier Mercier and his colleagues ; nynt. 
with a petition to have the charter of the
Quebec Shiplaborers’ Society annulled. maYkeTaway^own for thÏmont/onTy^Can 

Mr. Richard Turner, president of the and be satisfied. J. P. Coutlee & Co., 1516 
Board of Trade, was the first speaker. He Notre Dame street, second door from Claude 
said the deputation represented the com- I street.
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even
landlords, like other people, want to make 
all the money they can, and if they build 
houses at all it is because money invested 
in ‘brick and mortar’ yields a larger return 
than if ‘salted’ down in banks or invested in

To busy this week to write up advertisement 
to fill up my space.

A DEMERS,
)paper securities."

“The greatest proof of this is that no 
sooner has a man completed a cheap row of 
tenement houses than he is eager to build 
more,” said Garlick. “I have advisidly 
said ‘cheap’ houses, because it is a notorious 
fact that the very worst kind of houses 
yield the largest percentage of profit ; such 
houses were built to rent and not to live in, 
and just such, unfortunately, form the 
majority in Montreal. Where a house ie 
built with due regard to the comfort and 
well-being of the tenant, even a fair inter
est on the capital invested is much too high 
a rent for the average wageworker and is 
therefore out of his reach ; but that this is 
so is largely due to our idiotic and vicious 
system of taxation, which fines a man in 
proportion as he improves his property. 
And this is why I say that of all thé 
horned cattle who walk this earth your 
average conscientious landlord is the very 
king and kaiser. I don’t mean that blood
sucker who erects a shanty on four posts 
and charges an exorbitant rent for it ; he 
is beneath notice ; but I mean the man who 
has some consideration for his fellow man, 
and there are such men even among land
lords ; men who, when they do build, erect 
well ventilated, well drained and construct
ed houses, in which it is a comfort tr. live, 
and who do so more with the view of in 
vesting their money safely in an honeet 
way than with a desire to grow rich on ex
orbitant rents. These men, above all 
others, should know that a system which 
compels them to pay more taxes because 
they build a better class of houses than 
their unscrupulous neighbors, is a vicious 
and unjust one ; they must know, if they 
think at all upon the subject, that such a 
system must encourage the building ot the 
very worst and cheapest kind of houses. 
The very fact of a large percentage of the 
better class of houses being empty on their 
hands should convince them that if the 
burden of taxation were shifted from the 
shoulders of land users on to the shoulders 
of land speculators, they could reduce their 
annual rent to the extent of the reduction 
of their annual taxation, and with rents 
reduced to that extent these houses would 
not now stand empty. I can’t understand 
how intelligent men who put their land to 
the best possible use, quietly submit to 
carry the burden ot taxation, and allow a 
lot of ground-hogs, who wUl neither build 
on their land thy selves or allow others to 
do so, to go coi 
yet the speculatore’ land would have no 
value as a building site if the adjoining
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A GREAT CLEARANCE CLOTHING SALEf

:

AT LAST. Our New Sidewalk is„Finished, and the

IMPERIAL CLOTHING HOUSE,

I

V.

is again crowded from 8 a.m. to 10 p.m. with customers attending the Great Cheà i Sale of OVERCOATS, Etc. Owing to delay in layi: 
the New Sidewalk, which has prevented Cases upon Cases from entering our Stores, with Thousands of OVERCOATS for

MEN, YOUTHS, BOYS AND CHILDREN. .
These OVERCOATS must be sacrificed to make room for our Large Stock of WINTER SUITS, which 

at least two-thirds of these OVERCOATS are sold.
cannot half unpack untilwe

THE IMPERIAL CLOTHING HOUSE
is acknowledged to be, although the 'youngest, the LEADING and CHEAPEST Clothing Firm in Montreal, our Mottoes being: “ SMAL 
PROFITS AND QUICK RETURNS,” “NO CREDIT HERE,” ” TERMS STRICTLY CASH ” All Our Goods Marked in Plain Figure
Note the following prices :

Men’s Worsted Overcoats, Raised Diagonals, .
01 nt ...

Canadian Frieze Overcoats, Pure Wool Superfine 
“ “ “ All Wool Guaranteed .

Our Children’s Plush Overcoats, in Divers Colors, from $2.00 to $5.00 are marvels and would be good value as charged elsewhere for $9. 
and $10.00. Men’s, Youths’ and Boys’ Suits at correspondingly low prices. Eaton Suit $4.90, nothing in the West to beat it. A Large A 
sortment of Pure Woollen Underclothing marked 2J percent, above Mills’ quotations. 1,000 dozen Seamless All-wool Aberdeen Socks 
16 Cents, commonly sold at 30 Cents, for this Great Sale only. Call Early and Quickly, to get a Good Choice, as this Great Sale—if t 
crowds still continue to come—will soon be over at the

EAR CRAIG ST.
EW SIDE,
EW STORE.
EW SIDEWALK.

_BW STOCK.
Текс note nt A^cbese and beware of Imitation of Our Jim’s Nom de Plume—IMPERIAL,

$5.00, Worth $10.50 
5.25, “ 11.50
5.25, “ 10.50
3.90,

<<

u II 8.00

I

N IMPERIAL CLOTHING HOUSE,
22.24.29 & 28 ST. LAW RE ROE MAIN STREET.
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