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The Petition to the Governor-General-in-Council.

P,To His Excellemy the Ris;ht Honourable Sir Fredtrick Arthur Stanley, Baron 
Stanley of Preston, b3c., &*c., Govemor-General of the Dominion of Canada, 

in Council, Ottawa ; #■%**•>*■

The humhle petition of the undersigned proprietors of mining lands, nnd 

persons intetested in mines in the Province of Quelrec, reprcsents :

That thcre was passed at the last Session of the Legislature of the Pro­
vince of Quebec, an Act intituled, “An Act to Amend and Censolidate thé 

Mining Law.”

That your petitioners respectfully allege that the said Act is unconstitu- 
tional, that it has a retroactive effect, that it interfercs with private rights 
unjustly, and confiscates private property, that it is contrary to the policy of the 
Dominion, and is injurious to a large and increaking commercial indus! ry.
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Vour petitioners submit to Your Excellency-in-Council the following grounds 

on which they ask for the disallowance of the said Act:

Sub-section 2, of clause 1, repeals the existing law contained in
“As it is admittedArtide 1425, of the Revised Slatutes of Quebec, and enacts 

that mines, whether upon public or private lands, belong to the Crown, any 
may purchase the same by complying with the pro-
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visions of this section.” Your petitioners represent that it is not a fact that 

admitted that minerals, other than gold and silver, on concededit was evpr
lands, belonged to the Crown; but that, on the contrary, the whole course 
of legislation and jurisprudence in the Province of Quebec, as well åk the system 

of administration by the Crown Lands Department of the Province, admitted 

the contrary to be the case.

2. The Statute complained of proceeds to provide, from section 1455 to 
1512, for a system of confiscation of the minerals on private lands; any person 
desirous of acquiring the minerals on the land of another, obtains from the 
Government a permit of exploration, and after satisfying himself of the quantity 
of land which he will require, a surveyor’s plan, with an offer of pfrice is de- 
posited with the Commissioner, and unlcss the proprictor elects to pay the price 

offered, the property in the minerals passos to the holder of the exploration
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3. The Statute law of the Province of Quebec, as it stood previous to 
the passing of the Act* in question, is to be found in the Revised Slatutes, 
from Artide .1421 to Artide 1582, inclusive, which artides are taken from the 

Act of 1880, chapter 12.

4. Previous to the passing of this Act the Department of Crown Lands 
had made regulations for the sale of the Crown Lands qontaining mineral de-
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