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BOER ARMY
LADYSMITH

AROUND

British Troops .Are

More Than Holding

Their Own With the 25,000

GORDONS USE THEIR BAYONETS .

And Drive the Enemy From a Strong Position--Our Losses

in Two Days’ Engagements Were Eight Ktlled
and Twenty Wounded.

(Associated Press.) \
London, Nov. 7.—Such seanty intelli-
gence as is filtering from the front is

generally accepted here as reassuring, |

although the latter reports agree that
the fighting outside of Ladysmith on
Thursday and Friday was more severe
than indieated by the official accounts.

There is no longer such a disposition to

jump at the conclusion that 'a crushing

blow has been inflicted on the Boers as
was shown before.

been chastened by defeat and the best

informed are inclined to disceunt the :

stories of the cutting up of Boers until

|
further confirmation 'is wmeceived. Baut

the mere fact that Gen, White is en-
abled to undertake a series of successful
reconnaissances is taken as an indica-
tiion that the grip of the Boer investment
has:been: relaxed: M%ﬂi of
a portion of Gm Joubert’s forces south-
ward.
Has Buller Enough Men?
While, however, the anxiety in regard

to the immediate stress of Ladysmith is |
allevinted, there is a widespread tear’

that the authorities are blundering and
may find too late, that the main expedi-

tagk with safety and dispatch, as the

More Powerful Than Amticipated.
The econfession yesterday of (ieneral
Lord Wolseley that the Boers were more

powerful and more: numerous than nau}
been anticipated, sufficiently explains the '
present happenings, and the War Oftice !
will hereafter have awkward questions

to answer im regard to its apparent co-
lossal ignorance of the Boer strength,
whi¢ .
cellence of artillery, is a complete sur-

prise to the British military authorities.
Boer Forces.

Mail news from South Africa shows

how inaccurate have been the estimates

of the intelligence department and the

governmental experts. It is
therefore,

gleaned,
that a fair estimate of the

Boer forces is as follows: Around Lady- j

smith,
000;

25,000;
advancing on Burghersdorp, 5,000;
Colesburg,  3,000; Kimberley, 7,000;
Mafeking, 4,000; and on the Tramsvaal
7,000; total, 55,000.

Joubert’s Artillery.

traversing Zululand, 4,-

border,

Exact information about the Boer ar-
tillery is lacking, but it is known that
General Joubert’s detachment, before it
was reinforced, consisted of 16 - Krupp
field pieces of the latest patterm and two
which but

British
rendered

heavy Creusot siege guns,
for the opportune arrival of .the
naval brigade, would have

Ladysmith untenable.

An Interesting Experiment.

In conmection with the naval guns a
most interesting and important experi-
ment has been successfully carried out
inch gun, so

One of the

at Capetown with a 4.7
serviceable at Ladysmith.
British cruiser Terrible’'s gurs,
on a Scott travelling carriage, was fired

1 the same way as a field gun with en-

tire success.
ber of guns thus mounted, is .now oOn
Darbam,

the guns cannot mow reach Ladysmith,

her way to and though

they may be of the greatest value

most unknbwn in European
British contempt of the: burghers bhas ‘

" eraft,

tguns.

, both in numbers of men and ex;i

mounted

The Terrible, with a num- ;

the defence of Pietermaritzburg, which,

it seems, will probably have to stand a¢

dgiege.

\
The arrival of the Terrible with the re-:

lief crews from China and other avail-;

able men. must have placed in the nexgh-:

. killed,
! Lieutemint Brabant, and 20 wounded.

i

including ‘Captain Knapp and
“The town iz well provisioned amd 18
| believed to be entirely safe.”
RESE B
OFFICIAL DISPATCH.

L LIS

Safe—Buller Forwards a Message
Received from Esteount.

London, Nov.

i text of a dispatch from Gen. Buller:

“Ca.petown, Nov —(12 55 p m, )-—'I‘M
fmm the general counnandmg at Est-
court, dated November 6:

“Since Friday there has been a cessa-

tion of hostilities.

“A notes was sent .that day to Gen:
: Joul@t by Gen, - White, at the request

i combatants, sick and wounded © to go
| south. Gen. Joubert refunsed the re-

quest, but agreed to allow them to g0 dated Oectober 13th,

‘I.O a special camp, four miles from
! Ladysmith, The townspeople refused to
' accept this offer. The sick and wound-
ed and a few inhabitants were moved
iyesterd'ay at the outposts.

“Friday’s bombardment was beavy.
| Shells fell in the hospital and one burst
in an hotel during luncheon. No one

' Ladysmith is Believed to be Emtirely

7.—The following iz the :

of the mayor, asking permission _fvr non- i

and price of wood 1s being formed. Mr.
Rhodes is making an avenue, to be call-
ed ‘Siege avenue.’ A double row of
fo!‘ange trees and vines will be planted
| on either side, with pepper trees forming
the back ground.”
| ; Natal Dutch Aid Boers.
Estcourt, Natal,
; armored train went over Lugela bridge
' yesterday and found Colenso intaet, and
also found the road and railway bridges
strong.
‘ An Orange Free State force was siKM'

10 a.m., Sunday.—An

nmth side It is npposed to have been
engaged with the British forces from
Ladysmith. on Thursday, and that the
Boers had suffered heavily.

| It is rumored the Natal Dutch took

i

, part im the engagement, siding with the
invading Boers. ‘
Threaten to Destroy Johannesburg.

-

. - Cologne, Nov. T.—Letters received by
the Cologne Gazette from Johannesburg,
says the Germans
thera indignantly repudiate the telegram
to Kmperor William, signed Colonel
Schiet, which they add, in' no way re-
flects the feelings of Germans in the
*Kransvaal,

As a matter of fact, it .is declared,
Schiel was not responsible for the objec-
tionable character of the dispatch, as he
was absent at the time it was sent.

The letter reaffirms that Kaffirs are

conveyed across the border in
, gabgs of from 1,000 to 5,000, and that

borhood: of 800 niore men dt the service; Was injured. The only casualty in town” ‘sme escorting Boer forces are robbing

of the military authorities,

. |
Channel Squadron Ready for Aection. |
\ |

Interesting news:comes from the Chan-’
nel sqnadlrbn at Gibraltar showmg lne

our time. ‘O the way to

outlook was. kept for any

; precautions against .all eventualities, al-
waters in |
Gibraltar the}
fleet spread ‘out four miles and a sharp1
suspiciousk
At Gibraltar extra sentries are|

posted at night at different parts of the

:ship with ten rounds of balil cartridges‘

each., Small guns on the upper deck and]

i in ’the fichting tops are kept ready for'
! immediate use, the Ammunition being
;. on_deck, anW-a few men " slgpp at the s At
working | ,.,nd are. living in bombpmof places smte
i apd all boats are hailed, and not al]ow-:
i ed to approach without permission of the
| officer of the watch,

Searchlights are kept:

Another Engagement Reported.
London, Nov.' 7.—It was announced
by a special dispatch from Capetown,
dated Sunday, Novewmber 5th, morning,

; ] . that the British have been victorious in
tion will prove too weak to complete the |

an engagement at Ladysmith, and that

: the Boer loss was very hea , ineclud-
Natal force has already admittedly fail- | . _ > e o

: ing 2,000 prisoners.

ed to perform what was expected of it. |

SR
BRITISH SUCCESSES.
G
Gordon Highlanders Carry the Boer Po-
sition at the Point of the Bayonet.
——
Pietermaritzburg, Natal, Saturday af-
ternoon, Nov. 4—The gemeral com-
manding says the line « f ccmmumication

north of Estcourt is entirely stopped.
Later—The British forces at Lady-

smith, it now appears, wepe engaged

twice successfully on Thursday and ¥r1-

' day.

Itr is reported.that the eavalry scored
heavily and that the infantry did great
execution with bayomets, the Gordon
Highlandars carrying the prinecipal Boer
position at the point of the bayonet.

The Boers lost heavily in killed and

wounded, and a-number surrendered.
A Brisk Fight.

Capctown, Saturday afternoon, Nov.

4.—A dispatch from Ladysmith says that |
! Colony,

on Thursday afternoon the. British ca-

| valry charged the Boers while the lat-

ter were manoeuvring south of the town,
and cut their way through them.

A long Tom posted on Bulwin il
shelled the town,
done. Naval gunners put: the big gun,
situated on Hepworth hill,
tion.

but little: damage was

out of ac-
The enemy at Grobler's Kloott
engaged a company of .the Royal Arish
Fusiliers,
both sides,

An armored train with sixty infantry-
men on board drew the enemy’s fire, en-
abling the volunteers to make the head-
quarters safely. .

and brisk firing occurred om

The military are eulogized for their

timely help to the volunteers.
No Fighting Since Friday.
An official dispatch from Ladysmith,
dated Monday, November 6th,
“There has been a cessation of hos-
tilities since Friday. Only one Kathr
was killed by the bombardment
“The total British ldas in' Thursday’s
and, Friday's was eight

says:

engagements

|

{ from shells thus far is ope Kaffir killed.

towards Dewdorp. Troops tnder ‘Gen.

| Brocklehurst drove the Boers ‘back a.

considerable distance and disabled a gun, 4 € 1
“There was also fighting near Bul-{ Johannesburg has nothing to fear, but if

i 'wana.

and about fwenty wounded.

“Ninety-cight of the Dundee wounded ' Germany Wrecked the

arrived here. All are doing well.
“The pesition here is now believed to
be emtirely safe. It has been greatly

“Qur loss altogether was eight killed

‘Whems of a considerable amount of their
" savikigs. hm‘e:gners, it also appears,

“There was 4 smart action on F‘riﬂav .n being s-tappgj in the strects and com-

.e!"ed to glve ip money from their
One ' Jotter concludes: »

“As long as the Boers are victorious

beaten, the town, with all mipes, will
* soon.cease to exist.”

—-—o—-
| PROPOSED INTERVENTION.
| Py | G
Movement by

i Refusing to Join Russia, France
1

strengthened during the last -twen;ty}fpurj

from shell firing. ' 2
“There is plenty of good stores of all
kinds.
“Capt. Knapp and Lieut.
werpe killed in Friday’s action.
“The foregoing is an exact copy.of a
(press censor telegram brought here by
a Kaffir runner. There is no other offi-

cial news.” ; 4
R
BOERS FIRE THE VELDT.
TR
Dypamite Explosion Near Kimberley—
¥ {ames Spreading—Burghers Enter-
ing Cape Colony.
O
T.ondon, Nov. 7.—The Mail
the following dlﬁp.\tﬁh from . Kimberley,

dzted Wednesday, by way of Hopetown,

Brabant

publishes

| ®aturday, November 4th:

fired the
seven miles from

“This morning the Boers
veldt near Dronfield,
this
flames set on fire the smaller of

Kimberley, and afternoon the

two
a terrific report. Fortunately no one
was injured.

“The veldt is still burning, and it is
are 1,200 cases of dynamite, will be
ignited.”

Movement of Commando.

Aliwal North, Saturday,
Boer commando is now located at Gov-
Drift,
ported to be

ernor's up the river, and is re-

about to cross ‘into the
probably* to joim the Bethulie
burghers now in the Golony, Natives are
greatly excited in the districts near the
drift.

ered to possess assegais and guns,

Many Basustos has been discov-
where
nome were known previously.
Burghers Reinforeed.

Nov. 7.—A dispatch which
has been received here from Kimber-
le_s". da‘ted IA\"n—voAmber 1st, says:

“Apparently Boer reinforcements
from Mafeking have arrived, as burghers
are more numerous and closer all around
Kimberley,

“About 1,200 made a demonstration
three miles eastward of Premier’ mine
to-day and opened fire, but no damage

Capetown,

was done.

“The explosion of the dynamite maga-
zine, caused by the Boers
plant, was terrific.

firing the

500.
“All the wounded are progressing sat-
isfactorily,

“A committee to regulate the supply,

! meditating some
ga 5 move to the detriment of British inter-

and Spain.
O

New York, Nov. 7.—A St, Petersburg
dispatch says the numerous rumors that
eertain. continental powers have been
) sort of a combined
ests are not without foundation.

It was learned from a high Russiin
scurce, and the information can be re-
lied upon, that a definite attempt has
been made to bring about a combination
between Russia, Framce, Germany and
Spain, with the object of embarrassing
Great Britain in the settlement of the
: Transvaa) question. Not merely. have
unoffiGial suggestions been made by, one
power to another, but the proposal has
becn formally discussed by the various
governments coneerned.

Russia. Franee and Spain, as Count
! Muravieff found in the course of his re-
cent journeys, were agreed as to the de-
sirability of intervemtion, but the sue-
cess of the movement was wrecked by
the refusal of Germany, the only one
' of the four powers directly interested in
i South Africa, tu take part in the pro-
! posal.
l The Canadian Contingent,
Montreal, Nov. 7.—It is learned here
on reliable authority that the govern-
mernt has given orders to contractors

; here to rush equipment for 1,500 more

magazines, exploding the dynamite withl

men for a
Transvaal.

The adhesion of Spain to the combina-
tion appears to have been desired for
the purpose of isolating and considerably

weakening the British position at Gibral-
tar. '

second

contingent to the

 SAMOAN AGREEMENT,

feared the larger magazine, where thero ' Great Britain chounces Her Claim and Re-

ceives Several Islands From Germany

’ —Samoa Act Repealed.

Nov. 4.—The

{

(Associated Press.)

Berlin, Nov. 8—It was officially stat-
ed this morning that an agreement, sub-
ject to the approval of the United States,
had been reached between Great Brit-
ain and Germany, accordmé to which the
Samodan isiands, with the v\ceptlon of
Tutuila and the adjacent. isiands, will
become German territory.

By virtué- of the agreement the Samoa
Act is repeiled, aud ‘the islands of Upalu,
Savaii-and sau1ll adjacent 1slands fall to.
Germany as f:ee property end the island’

t of Tutuila:and subsidiary islands go to

the United: Stutes. - Great! Britain, it 18
added, ranounces all claam to the Samo.m~
1sl:mds, and Germany, in turn, renounces
tive: ‘chim-to’ *he- Tongy® mlands and to’
Savage island, ‘n favor of Great Britain,
and als) cede< Choiseul and San Isabel,
the two. easterly islands of the Solomon
group, with their insular surroundings, to
Gredat Britain,

The consular representatives of the’
two powers in. Samoa and the Tonga is!-
ands are to_be withdrawn for the pre-
sent, and Geérman snbjects are to have
the saine rights as British subjeets: in
regard to the free and ummpeded enlist-

i mPn't of mative laborers in the whole of

The. house contain-:

ed 35 tons of dynamite, valued at £3,-

¢ No. 437% Richmond  St.,

he Solomon group. in the pessession of

Great Britagn, including Choiseul and
San Isabel, :

ONE HONEST MAN.
—
Men wheo are weak, nervous and debili-
tated from any cause will find it to their
advantage to write to Mr. D. Grabam,

Lendon, Ont,

. Mr. Graham bas nothing to: sell but has

sowething to say which is worth Enowing.

GENERAL BULLER’
ARMY CORPS

First Transports \With British Soldiers on
Board Have Arrived at Their

REASSURING NEWS

FROM LADYSMITH

Boers Are Urnable to Invest the Town Closely--ﬁeld in Check
by Naval Long Range Guns--Narrow Escape
of Natal Volunteers.

(Assoclated Press,)

London, Nov. 8.

1

|

observable among British war officials l
!

to-day on thie receipt of reassuring news !

from: Ladysmith, and the tone of com-
ments on the war news has assumed an
optimism that has lately been absent,
leading to the bedef that in addition to
the brighter prospects. of the beleaguer-
ed garrison the war office is cheered by

fhe news of the arrival at their destin-

ation of the first transports with G«n
Baller’s army corps.

Now officials are inclined to predlc‘
that low water has been reached, and
that- a slowly but steadily r'ming'tide
of victory may be expected.

More Troops May Be Required.

The proposal to send out an additional
10,000 troops is highly approved and it
is - considered probable that fully that
number will be required, as all inde

‘pendent reports comecur in saying the re-

sistance of the Boers will be étubborn to
the last, and pot until the resources of
the two republies have been exhausted
will they acknowledge that they are
beaten.
Unconfirmed Reports.

"'he news of the great victory which
was circulated here yesterday evening is
not confirmed and the Boer losses, re-
ported by what may be desjgnated
“naffirgrams,” ought to be greatly dis-
counted, as the Kaffirs, kn»owing' the
Brifish wish to hear of Boer losses, are
likely to supply them with reports to

their tastes.

White’s Successes.
Allowing, 'llowever, for all exagger- :
sion, Gen. White appears to have given
Gen. Joubert’s forces* several
thrusts, and the war office justifieed the
contention to-day that the news demon-
strates dlearly that Gen. White is able |
to more than hold his own, and can .
strike “a blow w..ch will not only In- |
sure the safety of l.adysmith, but wili
i)robabiy also have a telling effect on |
the duration of the pending operations
of Gen. Buller’s army corps,
Ia short, the war office officials take ;
a decidedly hopeful view of the en'tire:

situation, and believe that even the ad- |
vance section of the British forces at i

Ladysmith have seen the worst day.
Alleged Treachery of Boers.

It is hoped the renewed charges of
Boet \ﬂinlaﬁons of the samctity of the ,
white flag originated in the lively im-
ag'nation of Kaffirs.
‘charges have sevemal times been reiter-

Though similar

>a.te~i during the present campaign and

official accounts report similar practices
in the former iransvaul war, there has
not “been” aity “mention of such action
thus far in any official’ reports: received |
from Gen. White and Gen. Yule, who |
would surely formally 1-emonstrateI
against such conduct on the part of the ‘
French Leaves For Capetown. !
One of the most important news item‘s!
to-day is that Gen. French is going toi
Capeatown. This is takem as confirma- |
tion of the statement already made by;
the Associated Press that the maiu_ud<]
of the British _will be |
through the’ open flat country of the
Oralge Free State and the southwestern
part of the Transvazl, otherwise so skxl-
ful a leéader as-Geueral = French would |
hardly be withdrawn from Ladysmithj]

yvance- forces

—An air of relief was |

home |

¢ diving repeatedly,

at the present time.
Held In Check,

There is much speculation fegarding
the next Boer move. It seems clear that
it will be impossible for them to closely
invest Ladysmith owing to the fortunate
arrival of long range naval guns, which
keep the Boers at least four miles off,
making the circle of investment about
25 miies in circumfererce, which, it is
claimed, it will be impossible for the

Boer force to fully occupy.

There is a behef ‘however, that Gen.
Joubert is waiting the arrival of heavy
guns  from Pretoria  and Johanneaburg
to effectually bombard and render unten-
able the British position,

————
NARROW ESCAPE,

L4
Armored Train Retums I‘rom Colenso—
Heavy Boer Losses at Talana Hill
—No Burghcrs Near Eslcourt

Eetconrt, Nm‘ BG120 pan)—
Bngad:er~Genera1 Wolfe Murray has re-

ceived important dispatches from Lady-
smith by a runnper, but their
have not yet been divulged.
The armored train, with a detachment
of Dublin Fusiliers atnd a railroad en-
gineering staff, which left here for Colen-
80 to repair the line yestvxda;v evening
and also to go through to Ladysmith, 1f
possible, has returned here,

14
contents

The com-

.manding officer reports that he proceeded

bevond Colenso amd found the dwellings
there untouched. There has been no loot-
ing except in the single cdse of a store,
which was looted by Katﬁ.rs Several
i persons were arraigned before General
Murray this morning.

It is reported ‘that the Boers are mot

. within 20 mxles of here.

l\arrow_ Escape of Volunteers.
The bullet holes in the uniforms ot
Durban volunteers show the narrowness
of their escape from Fort Wylie, which

i was oniy effected after the heavy fire

of the Dublin Fusiliers had inflicted se-

, vere loss on the Boers.

A member of the garrison, who was

+hard pressed by the Boers, leaped into

the river amid a shower of bullets, and,
reached the far ‘bank
unscathed.
Firing on a Train.
General French managed to leave
Ladysmith by the last train from there.

! Four miles from Colenso the:Boers ‘tired
! on the train, but no one was hit.

1The

' gameral is going to Capetown in order
]

to také command of cavalry.
The Border Regiment arrived here on
Friday.
Burying the Dead.
Sub-Inspector Petley, of the Natal Po-
lice, says that his men alone forming
interred

one of several burial panies,

: sixty-four Boers, who were killed at the
. battle of Talana Hill

Fighting in Their Sairt Sleeves. |

The Dublin Fusiliers are now being
served with new Kkits, as they left every-
thing in the retreat from Dundee.

The Colonial forces are already fight-
ing in their shirt sleeves, and it is un-
derstood this will spread to all the forces
before long.

S T
INVASION OF ZULULAND,

Boers,
Fort at Ingavumuna,

__o_—

Lorenzo, Marquez, Nov. 3.—(Delayed
in transmission.)—A runner frogx* In-
gavumuna, Zululand, brings news that
o ‘November 1st ‘350 Boers invaded

(Continued on page 20

— s
Under a White Flag, Fire on the.
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