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-Great Responsibilities.
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Ottawa, Aug, 17.
x:tDur Mr. Rogers: 1 hu?eg*glven
» tentive consideration to the views
Xpressed in your letter of the 15th

which reached me las
h‘. You do t even.

not specifically de
the lack of action of Whichd ?23
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Tesponsibility,
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Nothing |

largely rests with,

by which many of them have been
surrounded and the vast amount
of labor which has been involved in
their determinat! To refresh
your memory let me -enumerate

Service. All
| ‘the enormous
amount of time and labor bestowed
upon this gquestion, and /in the pre-
ration of the measure in h
. is embadied. That measure was
introduced by me on the 1'.!&&}. June,
and has passed the house of com-
mons and the senate, and it now
stands for the consideration 'of
some minor amendments made in
the  senate. Its importance in
providing = needed reinforcements
for our gallant men in the trenches
cannot be over-esti A
2. The imposition of a tax upon in-
ocomes above a certain amount,
This subject required the most at-
tentive study in the consideration
of its mcope and details. After
much deliberation, the measure was
perfected, passed thru the vari-
ous stages in the house of com-
* mons, and it now stands for third

reading.

3. Extension of the parliamentary
term. While this' subject did not
involye long debate, the course of
the government to be most
carefully considered, and you will
agree that in importance it does
not rank below any of the great
questions which have been deter-
mined by the government during
thep resent eession.

5. Military voters’ bill. It is apparent
that under the conditions which have
developed during the past two years
and havlmd to the greatly in-
creased n forces in Frangce
and in Great Britdin, the act of 1916
has become absolutely unworkable.
It is most essential that all the mem-
bers of the Canadian expeditionary
forces shall ‘have every possible op-
portunity of exercising their fran-
chises. The holding of an election
in Canada alone necessitates the com-
prehensive provisions embodied in the
Dominion Elections Act to insure full
opportunity for voting and every
reasonable wsafeguard to prevent
fraud. But under present conditions
we must hold an election not only in
Canada but in Great Britain, France
and other countries as well, The hold-
ing of such an, election abroad re-
quires equally comprehensive pro-,
visions to cover not only the ordinary
arrangements for an election in Can-
ada but the very different and highly
complex  conditions presented to ex-
tending the franchise to an army of
300,000 men in the midst of military
operations. I am sure that yon real-
ize the magnitude of the task thus
presented to the government in
‘order t> insure full opportunity and
at the same time adequate safe-
guards. This we have endeavored to
accomplish in the 'measure now be-
fore parliament,

4, Railway legislation.
who have been called to face
the problems with which the gov-
ernment bhave been confronted can
realize the difficulties and complex-
ltle& which had to be met in dealing
with this question. It has demanded
and received tihe most earnest and un-
remitting study and attention ever
since my return, After long deliber-
ation the policy of the government
has been formulated in the bill which
has recently received its second read-
ing in the use of commons, and
which, as 1 believe, embodies a
policy greatly in the interests of the
country. This subject alone would
under ordinary circumstances have
been regarded as sufficient to engage
the attention of a goverament during
an entire session.

6—The government also gave close
attention to arrangements for assist-
ing the settlement of returned sol-
diers upon the land, and suitable
provision for that purpose was made
in the soldiers’ setilement bill, which
haé passed both the house of com-
mons and the senate.

Conduct of the War.

7~In addition to this vast pro-
gram which has been carried out
since the middle of May, the govern-
ment has had to consider and deal
with many problems sarising out of
war conditions. As you know. ques-
tions of the first importance are pre-
gented for our consideration almost
defly.,  During tha period mentioned
we have established a board of grain
commissioners to regulate the price
of grain. and to provide for the great-
est possible exportable surplus. We
have appointed a fuel controller, and
given him power essential for
provision of fuel at a reasonable price.
We have dealt with a difficult labor
| situation dn  western Canada thru
| the appointment of a director of cnal
| operations, whose efforts have been
| attended with notable
1the public interest. Besides all this
| the administration activities of var-
fous departments for war purposes
have been incessant. Large purchases
of food and supplies for the British
and allied governments have been
made; the funds necessary to pay for
| these purchases, and for enormous
| supplies oif munitions have been pro-
‘iv‘.ded for the British Government,ana
| our part in the war has been thoro-
ily sustained in the midst of a very
| active session.
|  Under these circumstances your
| suggestion that there has been inac-
| tion on the part of the government
| seems entirely unwarranted. So far
|as I am concerned, I cannot recall any
| period of my life when I was more
| actively and intensely occupied or
| when. I gave my time and energies
more abundantly and unreservedly to
the duties that lay before me.

I do indeed admit (and perhaps
| your charge relates to this) that dur-
{ ing that period I have not occupied

myself in party controversy or re-
| sorted to partisan attack. That has
| been my course since the outbreak of
| war, and [ propose to maintain {t.
I have defended the administration
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proposal tor tue reason tuat ne was
opposed to compulsury miutary ser-
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which they wo be fai.ly and equai-
ly represented. it was, and is my pur-
»08e 10 mciude in such a goveruusent
spectal representation of agricultural
and mbor interests. In seeking to
tform such a government | naturaliy
placed my proposais betore those Lib-
erals who are in active public life and
who must be regarded as leaders or
representatives of their party.

Negotiaticns with them have since
continued, but have mnot yet been
conecluded. | regret that my efforts
for the formation of a government
based upcn a union of all elements
prepared (o carry on this war to a
successful conclusion. have not hith-
erto met with ths success which I
think they deserved. I am possessed,
however. of considerable patience
and persistence, and I have not dis-
continued my effort. If Liberals in
active public lite, to whom naturally
one must first resort, are not pre-
pared to play the part which I think
they should play in forming such a
gcvernment, it will be my duty to in-
vite prominent Liberals not in active
public life to join with me in. ocon-
summating the national punpose
which 1 have in mind. Thus I see
my duty before me. 1 cannot agree
that it is a time when the fortunes of
the country should be entrusted solely
fo the determination of one political
party.- I hold, on the contrary, that
at this juncture, when the destiny of
our Dominion and the whole empire
hangs in the balance, I should, not-
withstanding every discouragement,
persistently seek to bring about a |
union of all men of good-will in both
political perties who are animated Ly
the patriotic desire and determination
for the throwing of <Canada's full
foroe into the winning of this war.

It is apparent from the terms of
your letter that your view as to what
has been accomplished and what re-
mains to be accomplished, as to what
conditions have demanded in the past
and as to what they i uire in
the future, are extremely vergent
from those which I entertain. I
greatly regret this, but under the
circumstances I cannot urge you to
reconsider your decision and I shall
submit immediately to his excellency
the governor-general your desire to
be relieved from your responsibilities
as a minister of the crown.

Let me assure you in conclusion that
I appreciate most deeply and sincerely
the mservice which you have given as
one of my colleagues during the past
six years. Yours faithfully,

(S8igned) R. L. Borden,

Mr. Rogers Writes Again.
To this Mr, Rogers replied:
Ottawa, Aug. 18, 1917,
My Dear Sir Robert:

I have yours of yesterday’'s date and
regret that it stiil seems impossihle for
you to see and realize the force of my
referenc2 to dnaction and indecision.
With every possible respect, let me
say that in° my humble judgment to
me this is very plain,

You recount varfous important
measures that have recently engaged
the attention of the government. In
my letter of the 15th 1 was clear, and
I was equally clear in our conversa-
tion of yesterday in pointing out that
it is, of course, accepted everywhere
that since the outbreak of the war
the government have had forced upon
them conditions the like of which no
government in Canada has ever heen
called upon to meet. I am indeed
truly sorry to note your rather ' if-
plied insinuation regarding political
controversy. 1 think that on reflec-
tion you will admit that this
was undeserved, and perhaps
it is that you may have
misunderstood me. It is quite true
that I have always observed and al-
ways will observe respeciful loyaity
to my party, the party to which 1
will ever plead guilty to being de-
voted, When our opponents violated
that now famous so-cailed truce and

‘"’TG"M on, as they are carrying on

today, their slanderous campaign, I
believed then, as I believe now, that
it was our duty to have taken steps
in the finterests of our party, to
counteract the effects of suchcam-

igns,

I entirely share your regre! that
your efforts for coalition. during the
past three months have been so
unsuccessful. You well know that
| vou had my earnest co-operation and
support when making your proposais
to Bir Wilfrid Laurier as official
leader of the opposition. You also
had my support in Yyour efforts to
effect union with ofher leading Lib-
erals in the house of commonms, for
I quite appreciate that such a
strong union, under present circum-
stances, would have been most desir-
able. Of course, as you say, you still
have a chance of a union from out-
gide, I fear that at this period of
our crisis amy such union that
leaves the official “opposition in-
tact is not likely to inspire much
confidence.

Under these circumstances, I of
course cannot help but deplore your
admission that the fortumes of our
country should no longer be entrust-
ed solely to the party you represent.
This admission, I am sure, will be
read with feelings of pain by your
friends in all parts of Canada.

I can assure you I will welcome the
time when his excellency the govern-
or-general may be pleased to approve
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Robert Borden intends to keep up the
negotiations to a finish. -
4 Ay . & »

In the meantime the ordinary mem-
bers of the Conservative party ami
the Liberals and their rank and file
are interested spectators of all these
things as they move aocross the view.
The net result of the situation at the
moment is practically that Hon. Arthur
sm. Hon. ul'-ucm- Mr, crw.
Mr, Wood and Mr. Turriff, associated
more or less with Sir Clifford Sifton,
have joined together in the object of
getting a representative number of
western Liberals who believe in con-
scription to consent to further negoti-
ations with Sir Robert Borden, and
they have, as a matter of fact, given
consent that at least three representa-
tives out of their number, or perhaps

enter union government, subject, how-
ever, to the approval of some of their
associates mnow in the west, before
whom it is intended to lay the pro-
posals on Friday next, and for that
purpose Messrs, Calder, Arthur Sifton,
‘Wood and Crerar leave the capital to«
night for Winnipeg. They will wire
a reply Friday night.
> . &

Only second in importance to their
consent 1is the decision of Mr. Car-

direction made to him. He will answer
tomorrow. What the Borden-Rogers
letters really bring out is that Sfr
Robert had to part with. Mr, Rogers
before he could get on a basis of ne-
gotistions with. the. western Liberals,
bert Borden: . the

Rogers made was the

of the government to permit of coali-
tion of some kind. Hon, Robert Rogers
says he is out because’ of Sir Robert’s
inaction.

As to what other Liberals may come
into the cabinet is not for the moment
a matter of so much importance. Hugh
Guthrie, as.one of those connected
with the Liberals of Ontario, and some
Liberals not now in politics have been
named in this respect, but the im-
mediate concern is as to the western-
ers, and that deal is now on its way.

But the whole thing turns’ on and
will be decided by the conference to
be held in Winnipeg on PFriday, and
to attend which the gentlemen above
referred to are leaving for the west
tonight.

® o

But what will follow should this
conference not be successful or other
issues be raised at the conference? For
instance, supposing it shouid fall; sup-
posing Mr. Carvell should prove un-
certain, then the whole situation Iis
absolutely disarranged and new com-
plications will arise, and a new kind
of crisis. But one political crisis
after another might happen now every
day. From this time forward the rank
and file of the Conservative party here
are more or less sympathetic with Mr.
Rogers. Some of them are more or
less disappointed at what has already
'taken place, but the bulk of them are
lapparently willing to remain standing
at attention until they see what the
next few days will bring forth. There
never were so many incidents so many
important conferences, so many un-
certainties, and so many people pre-
paring themselves for any and every
kind of surprise as there happen to
be today in Ottawa. And The World
having cited the main incidents, the
public will have to form their own
conclusions and make the best they
can out of it. What The World is
trying to do is to indicate the cross
currents that seem to be flowing in
every direction at the moment. But
a unionist government seems to be on
the way,

SPAIN TO REORGANIZE
ARMY ON BIG SCALE

MBeace-wA
Madrid, Aug. 21.—The cabinet yester-
day decided to send home all men recently
called to the colors owing to disturbances.
The cabinet approved a credit of 70,-
000,000 pesetas for the reorganization of
the army and lhe menufacture of mater-
fal, especially anti-aircraft and artillery.
o L TE o X
posal of the governmen X
for the orphans of police killed in n-
taining crder s

responsibi’ities as a minjster of the
| crown.
|  B-lieve me, my dear Sir Robert, 1
am, ]

' Yours sincerely,

gid el . &Signed) B. Bogers, —

this view was not accepted.
Election Must Come.

Tho no mention is made in' the
resolution of the extension of parlia-
ment, 1 should also add, since the
subject is still much discussed, that
the present ~condition of the wepre-
sentation 1in the house of commons
maekes a general election {mperative,
and the reasons are obvious. Apart
from the fact that the western prov-
inces are deprived of some 22 members
to which they are entitled by reason
of their increased population, as de-
termined by the last census in the
house, as by the wverdict of
the people in 1911, there are no less
than 24 constituencies unrepresented,
those vacancies hawing been caused
by .death or appointment to office,
three members having been elevated
;o r&. senate within the last month.
In the

others to be designated by them, will | lead

His Policy.

1—To confer immediately with
Great Britain and her allies with a
view of ascertaining how and to
what extent the participation - of
Canada can be utilized to the great-
est advantage in the prosecut:on of
the war, regard being had on the
one hand to. our population, re-
sources,

‘into being a gov-
erminent composed as far as pos-
eible of the ablest men in all classes
whose immediate task, would be
the efficient and non-partisan or-
ganization of the whole nation on
the lines determined upop.

system of voluntary en-
listment conceived and carried out
on strictly non-partisan and broad-
ly natioral methods.
4—To devise and apply ways and
means so that the full duty of

their : the wealth of

Canada compelled to contribute its

Just amd proper share of our bur-

dens: and the mass of the people

efficiently rafegvarded from the
sreed of war profiteers.

The above views I hold and ex-
press not on. the deviation but on
fulfilment of the course which I
marked down at the outset, and
which never was at any moment ah-
sent from my thoughts,

Believe me, yours sincerely.

Wilfrid Laarier.

OVERSEAS TEMPTATIONS
ARE STILL DISCUSSED

English Papers Print Stories of
Rampant Immorality, Tho
Yarns Are Refuted.

—
Canadian Associated Press Cable.
London, Aug. 21.—letters still ap-
occasionally in the English press
deploring the temptations which the
writers alege are thrown in the
way of overseas soldiers here. This
allegation of rempant dmmorality has
been refuted Ly the authority of the
general officer commanding London
district. The <Canadian press has
been making inquiries in an authori-
tative Canadian quarter and was to-
day informed of 836 cases of diseamse
among Canadians. Two hundred and
eighty-three were among men coming
directly off transports, Venereal cases
among Canadians here during Jamu-
ary amounted to decimal e¢ight,
whereas the figure for troops in Can-
ada for the same period was one
decimal.

Strikers Riot in Barcelona
And Many Persons Are Killed

Barcelona, Saturday, Aug. 18, by
courier to the Frenmch front, Aug. 21.
—Violent rioting has been taking
place in Barcelona and the neigh-
boring towns since last Monday,
when a general strike was proclaim-
ed. Firing from the roofs of houses
and from behind half closed shutters
has bDeen going on daily., A con-
siderable number of persons have
been kiled and many have been
wounded, tho no reliable figures are
available.

Premier Kerensky to Discuss
Plans for New Government

Moscow. Aug. 21.—The sitting of the
state conference, Aug. 25-27, to consider
the political situation and for the
new national government will be held in
the great state theatre here. The public
will not ;0 mitted, but have
been Trese! for

ﬁs&'n groups.
31“&33:: hauve been
WEEK’S BRITISH CASUALTIES.

London, Aug. 21.—British casual-
ties reported in the week ending to-
day total 14,243 officers and men. Of
this number 2,873 eoldiers lost their

by ed.

Fifteen
fesued.

s

I here again express my regret 'that|.

3~To organize a vigorous and com-
pact

generousky ned
‘toward our returned ’soldiers and

| anything about

the me of the |pa:

the-war lines.

Four resolutions were unani-
mously adopted, ss follows:
A resolution regarding

pulsory military service:

. “Believing that the issues be-
fore Canada are so grievous in
their nature as to imvplve no-
thing less than the national hon-
or in respect of the great obli-
gations rightly as by it in
concert with the

lished account of a Calgary delegate
in The <Calgary Albertan, who said
that the convention had bzen <tam-~
peded by Hon. Charles Cross of ¥d-
monton, who had declared that he was
for Laurisr, first, last «nd all the
time.© Party politice had ruled tha
TOoOSt.
. Hon, A. B. Hudson, attorney-general
of Manitoba, sald that the life of the
present parlament could not be ex-
tended under present conditions.
They were faced by a general election.
The only alternative was the formation
of a union government with so consid-
erable French-Canadian representation
as to ensurs a fairly unanimous hody
of epinion in parliament for the ex~
tension of the present parliament.
Fears Ultramontanes. A
Otherwise they faced an election on
racial lines, with the possibility—per~
haps the probability—tbat not alone
Sir Wilfrid Laurier and Quebec would
be returned to power, but that the
Quebec ultramontanes would be in the

saddle. J
Premier Norris eaid that the Lib-
eral convention held a fortnight pre-
viously had been called because the
parliament of Canada had reached a
deadlock and had appealed to western
Canada for a lead. QGreat had been
the expectations. Conservatives had
£ ps, that the convention
would deliver the western Liberals,
bound, into gg hands of the Conseér-
vaéiow party. ;
me Liberals, perhaps had thought
that the convention would lead the
Liberal party away from the leader-
‘ship ‘of BSir Wiifrid Laurier, they
knew not where. He. himeelf had
been disa; :

com-

sacrifices of our gallant soldiers;
“We acknowledge it to be our
duty to place this supreme nation-
al interest above every other con-
sideration, and to do all in our
power to help with the advance-
ment of this single object.
‘““While we are i
the principles e
win-the-war
the recent Liberalp
while we unhesti
the assurance of
of the commitiee of
of the resolution to include the
conscription of men, nevertheless
we have demanded an explict pro-
nouncement on the subjeet.
‘“We therefore desire’ to pilace
ourselves on record as being unre-
wervedly in favor of compulsory
military service, as well as the
compulsory contribution of wealth,
belleving as we do that only by
such means can the maintaining
, &t unimpaired strength at the
front of qur fighting forces be
assured.” B
Laurier Disowned.
. The following resolution dealt with
the leadership of Sir Wilfrid urier:
_“We join with the recént Liberal
a sincere

r as is meéant by this

! express the hope that

his splendid gifts of mind and
statesmanship would be available
for the  set t of the para-
mount issue now confronting Can-
ada in ‘s"mmrmoondm“ v t with
the nation’s s our ap-
proval. We, however, have noted
with the greatest concern and re-
gret, his observations indicating
that he is not in favor of con-
scription. There would, there-
fore, be a want of candour and
good faith upon our part if we

‘or: b
Wiltrid  Laurier had
can, be, under existing conditions,
_our leader.

“We, therefore, resolve that we
will not support, at the present.
crisis, any leader who is not pre-
pared to declare his acceptance
of the principle of compulsory
military service as well as the
compulsory contribution of wealth.

Suggest New Leader. ;
Resolution re national government:

*Deeply interested as we are with
the need of uniting all ¢ of .
the country in a common effort for
the vigorous prosecu of the
war and believing that all electors
should place this necessity above
party politics or any other - con-
siderations,

“Be it therefore resolved that
durign the war a nq,tlonul non-
partisan government, preferably
under new leadership, and regard-
‘less of party affections, should be
established, representative of all
who believe that our country’s
honor and safety demand the put-
ting in the fleld by Canada of its
full power as the early assurance
of / vietory.”

ship had been laid opemn to miscon-
‘struction. He bhad supported, on the
resolutions committee, that war reso-
lution, but he had not been in faver
of the resolution supporting the lead-
ership “of Sir Wilfiid Laurier. h

“I am not in favor of it now,” said
the premier amid cheers. ' !

He belleved that his solution ‘of ‘a
solid western, Liberal delegation sent
.| to Ottawa pledged to support any

Eovernment single in its aim t6 win

the authortt nforce oconscript

" aut] y to enforce

It was the duty of all Cludilnqo ans to
do what they could to form & national
government and form it at once. The
present Conservative Government had
failed in its task. Influence should
long ago have been brought to bear
on Sir Robert Borden to form a na-
tional government. But it was not
too late. Laurier had refused to
come into such a government.

“I have nothing more to say,” said
Premier Norris, “except that our lead-
er having failed, I am now ready to
support Sir Robert Borden in the for-
mation of a national government
pledged to win the war.” (Prolong-
ed applause). 2 ;

Names Beck as Premier.

Sir Robert Bordem had shown his
sincerity by offering to retire if that
:onld facilitate the object of them

n

Amid great lause, Premjer Nor-
ris menﬂonodm name of Sir Adam

s ution . | Beck as big enough and trusted by
Thr:e:::l‘:alad that for the't m‘::,é‘:i“’::" them all for such a heavy responsi-

siving oot 1o the iews of 1h0se | “rimier Noreis stated that he otn
s i hey o, boaset, |1 b 2" cupmort
B Tooinics by thome o cul | T "nee"og s oo 3 "ror
this meeting to meat and consult Premier Norris concluded by, saying
Senerwise, which may De SN |Cvery ‘member of - that . soversment
pointed by other organizations of | stood  for conscription, and was be-
dpvers who maY A e e e

perate with the object of bring-
?ng o:; as a candidate in South PROF. LANOS BURIED.
Special to The Toronto Worid,

Winnipeg i an election I8 t'nlr‘l;
{ e express 1!
ﬁlold?mﬁu :e avoided—some | Kingston, Aug. 21.—The remains of
lptable person who will universal- | the late Major Jules Lanos, of the
:u dorse the views of this meet- R.M.C. staff, were laid at rest in St,
msy,,en . | Mary's ’Cuhodr;l today. Th(‘io lg‘uwj
' rman lovd echeers, | was military an academic. n<
ate Ch‘lt that :"::d was the most | ter represented the minister of nmli-
g Sy tia, while Brigadier-General T. D. R.
Hemming - and staff,

important resolution of all, for it pro-
with Col. C. N. Perreau, of the Royal

vided the machinery mc:triﬁ‘matt:
] win-the-war 1
iD: %\I:g ;eumn ?21’ So Winnipeg. Ml::emnt College, and staff were also

The meeting held in the great | P #
convention hall Jof the lndustria?,l
bureau, South 'Winnipesg, with an elec-
torate on the Dominion franchise 'of
over 30,000, regards itself as one of the
pivotal constituencies of the wesi.-

To Uphold Troops.

Ex-Mayor R. D. Waugh acted as
chairman and A. E, Bowles, a,’loca‘:i
parrister, was secretary. Mr. “r,ng. !
said that he was not going to say ||
the late Tiberal con-

The present was not a ma- i

¥ «" - ?
: h .
L - - L 4

5 4 V4 y ‘
| lchh Las
Ottawa that is not there ;

sole purposc of winning the
tvo:r.ml’m not speaking of Tory or

vention. Fdgact rivne :
- - 3
cht];)ee :!l:zla,r"d: “We will support no

government at

)

purpose

heers).
P “We Liberals,” said
“oan follow no leader who "
pledged to this single purpose.
Isaac L.uﬁ.rl{_o(, la.ld. that many
Pitblado, ¥
Liberals in South Winnipeg had been |
shocked and stung by the result of |
the 1dberal convention in Winnipes
when-the world was told the Liberals
of western Canada were against con- |
scription and for Sir wilfrid Laurier.i
Personally the speaker was out-and-' 1
out-in . favor of compulsory milllary




