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8 Preface

Owt'M, another ^^ood lover of l)ir(ls. for Hi'^i'i^.'

me the opijoitmiity of studying liird-hfeanioii^st

the Welsh hills (luring a ineiu()ral)le three weeks'

w^\{ at the |)ietures([ue lleetory of liianelwedd.

oil the i)anks of the ever-eliarmiiig river Wye.

I shall not readily forget the long rambles we

had together: I not oidy increased my know-

ledge of birds, but I became more fully acciuainted

with certain ancient castles and battlcHelds of

till- l*rinci])ality. The facts which my guide

was able to tell me about such sights and scenes,

naturallv added a thousandfold to the interest

of our adventures in a land of beauty and of

romantic historical memories.

The ])hot()gra|)hs of the nests of some of our

l)etter-known birds have been taken in the

grounds of the following gentlemen : C*a[)tain

John Taylor. Captain Otto (iurlitt. Mr. Krnest

Smith, and Mr. W. K. Hobertson : and my

cordial thanks are due to thc-e. for their kind-

ness in allowing me the run of their grounds,

and even for letting me know when nests were

discovered, and for the help rendered while photo-

graphing nests built in places ditlicult of access.


