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had married the sister of his deceased wife, Sir Herbert Jenner

stated :

—

" In the first pliif-e, this is a contract which is prohibited by the

laws l)otli of (io:l and man ; for so, sittinfr in an ecclesiastical court,

I siioiild he hound to consider it, even if I were, as 1 am not, amonj,'

t\u' m.n)lK.H- of those who privately entertain any d.oui)t upon tlie

^ul)iect * f' * * But whatever mav have heen the intention ot

the Leoislatnre, and whatever may ho the etfect of ttiis Act i^ I'i'V >a-

ment the marriatre had hetweeu tJKi tv,o parties, Ihonias MouUlei.

Sherwood and Emma Sarah Ray, is an incestaaous marrui-e, and

must ever so remain. Tlie hiw of God cannot he altered hv m.in.

The Le<rislatwx' may exempt the parties fioin ])vunshment
;

it may

le-mlizcrhMinanlv speakinfr, every prohibited act, and -jve el2ect to

anv contract, however inconsistent with the Divme law
;
butnciinnot

chan-e the character of the act itself, which remains as it was, and

nmst alwavs so remain, whatever be the etfect of the Act ot lar-

liament." *

Tills is the solemn authoiity of the highest court of ecclesias-

tical law in England. The unanimous judgment of the Queen's

Bench in tlie more recent case of Chadwick, has decided—what

could hardly have been pi^eviously mnbiguou*—that the mar-

riage of any man with the sister of his deceased wife is no

marriage ; and, conseriuently, that the marriage of the husband

with a third woman, while the unhappy being, the sister of his

first v/ife, was still living, was not bigamy.

What Scripture has denounced, what the Church ha- forbid-

den, what the law has prohil)ited, is eciually iiMionsistent, as

might well be exptcUid, with the best interests of social

life.

Those who feav not Ood, neither regard man—m other

words, those who disregard the authority of Scripture, the voice

of the Church, an/l the law of the land, can Utile lie expected

to stop in their coarse from any eonsid<3 ration of the social evils

and domestic misery which will follow their success. But those

law-makers who have not broken the law, and do not desire to

alter it in order that they may do that which at present it for-

bids, ought to consider the effects of the proposed measure upon

otluirs, as well as on the law-bi-eakers.

In the actual state of public feeling and of the law, a maa
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