
I

BOOK t.

England tax

of English-

ves ; and so

Britain, they

inhabitants

connection

.11 except its

ose actually

much more
ear to those

>resented

!

presented in

onsequence

I and places

mdants set-

blemen and

the greater

it, notwith-

iny right to

1 out of the

ivn risk and

ties, except

em. They
ised herself

sion, it was

not of their

; and even

I thereby to

y claim in-

ve any sub-

lad not au-

executive

;

Jritain can

they migfit

alood, wit.i

s believed,

nthout be-

B30K 1. THE AMERICAN WAR. 45

coming gui'*.y of the same usurpation, pretend to exercise these rights

over otherL?

' But, admitting that, by the charters granted to the Americans al

the time of their emigration, and by them from necessity accepted,

they are bound to make no laws but such as, allowing for the differ-

ence of circumstances, shall not clash with those of England, this no
more subjects them to the parliament of England, than their having

been laid under the same restraint with respect to the laws of Scot-

land, or any other country, would have subjected them to the parlia-

ment of Scotl&nd, or the supreme authority of this other country
;

since, by these charters, they have a right to tax themselves for their

own support and defense.

* Whatever assistance the people of Great Britain may have given

to the people of the colonies, it must have been given either from
motives of humanity and fraternal affection, or with a view of being

one day repaid for it, and not as the price of their liberty ; at least

the colonies can never be presumed to have accepted it in that light.

*If it was given from motives of humanity and fraternal affection, as

the people of the colonies have never given the mother country any
room to complain of them, so they never will. If, finally, it was
given with a view of being one day repaid for it, the colonists are

willing to come to a fair account, which, allowing for the assistance

they themselves have often given the mother country, for what they
must have lost, and the mother country must have gained, by pre-

venting their selling to others at higher prices than they could sell to

her, and their buying from others at lower prices than they could
buy from her, would, they apprehend, not turn out so much to her
advantage as she imagines.'

' Their having heretofore submitted to laws made by the British

parliament, for their internal government, can no more be brought
as a precedent against them, than against the English themselves
their tameness under the dictates of a Henry, or the rod of a
Star Chamber ; the tyranny of many being as grievous to human
nature as that of a few, and the tyranny of a few as that of a single

person.

' If liberty is the due of those v/ho have sense enough to know
the value of it, and courage enough to expose themselves to every
danger and fatigue to acquire it, the American colonists are better

entitled to possess it than even their brethren of Great Britain ; since
they not only renounced their native soil, the love of which is so con
genial '.vith the human mind, and all those tender charities insepara-

ble from it,, but exposed themselves to all the risks and hardships
unavoidable in a long voyage ; and, after escaping the danger of be-


