
6 Narrative of John Connolly, Loyalist.

reflect, that ray loyalty to my Prince, and respect for the

established form of government, were too confirmed to

admit of the least doubt which party I should espouse ; I

decided instantly, and resolved to exert every faculty in

defence of the royal cause ; from which resolution not one

idea has ever swerved, although my succeeding misfor-

tunes left me only the inclination, while it deprived me of

the power to execute. At this time, indeed, I had better

prospects ; for notwithstanding that those illegal assemblies,

called county committees, had generally pervaded the thir-

teen Provinces, I had influence enough, not only to prevent

any such a^ Ny in West Augusta county, where I pre-

sided, but

;

T to engage a formidable body of friends,

at the risk j and fortune, in support of the constitu-

tional authority.

The battle of Bunker's Hill had now been fought, and

the flames of rebellion began openly to blaze. I had written

to Lord Dunmore for instructions respecting my conduct,

who, I found, would be obliged to quit his government; and

received for answer, that he advised me to disband the

troops, at the time limited by act of assembly, that they

might have no cause of complaint on that head; that I

should convene the Indians to a general treaty, restore the

prisoners, and endeavour to incline them to espouse the

royal cause. This last proved a most hazardous enterprize,

though not therefore relinquished; for the assembly of

Virginia, having resolved the- aselves into an unwarrantable

convention, finding I had invited the contiguous Indian

tribes to a general congress at Fort Pitt, deputed a commit-

tee of their own body to inspect my conduct. These people

were ordered to impress upon the minds of the Indians, the

justice of the hostile proceedings against this country, and

the necessity of arming as a preliminary to the intended

requisition of their auxiliary aid in future. This was the

direct contrary to what it was my duty, if possible, to effect

;

and, narrowly as I was watched, I had the happiness to

succeed in this dangerous and critical undertaking.

This was owing to my superior knowledge of Indian


