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liceuse was the opportunity of the lioiiiau pcojih'. Their outcries led
more than onee to the fall (jf powerful h'ailcrs, for in jiroporlioii as
freedom of speeeli was denied at all other limes, so was it the more
eU'eetive when pronouni-ed on these oeeasions of politieal lihc^rty. liival
leaders organized beforehand rival bands; an<l rival sliouts, each trying
to drown the other, produced on these oeeasions a veritable iiandeaiou'ium.
Hence it would be dangerous, indeed, fur the gladiator to depend for any
indication of the sign upon tin' opposing cries of the intensely excited spec-
tators. Vi't, there are many who hold to the vii'W that the signal to kill

was the turning of tlie tliuinh inwards towards the breast. .Mr. Edward
Strachan, author of Tl,:: Art iliilh rij of the CniUniiiiil K.rhihilhjn. tells

IIS that most people lielieve that the gesture of coiidenination in the
circus was nnide by turning in the tliund) towards the breast. I'.ut,

however inaccurate (ieroine may be in his illiis(rati(ui, no demonstration
however clear would have induced him to acliiiii in his painting the accu-
racy of this sign of condemnation. Such wcuihl have dejiiivnl ilie ])ic-

ture of all artistic eireit. had he adopted it. Looking at llie picture
then, all one couhl see would be the luiter jiart of the climhed hand.
The thumb itself wciuhl be completely hidden from view, no matter what
might be the real sign to kill in the time of Xero. Tor the artist to (urn
the thumb towards the heart in the picture would Lave hichlen the Ihnmb
and made the picture meaningless.

t.)n the other hand, the list of writers assi'rting that <leath was signi-

licd by turning the thumb down and not up. is a formidable om-, im-luding,

as it does, novelists, poets, and scholars of high standing. The (jnotations
I have selected frimi their works are just as pointed as those that precede,

while, at the same time, their varied character may of itsidf provi' inter-

esting to the general reailcr. Ntiturally the work of flclioti that occurs

first of all to the mind of novel readers is Q\ti> VinVix? .1 Xnrrntirr nf the.

Tiiiir of yci-f). in wl icli the customs of the aremi are referred to several

times. The three quotations given illustrate the author's view. We
find at page (12, chapter 7, that Vestinius says: "Thou art nustaken!
I hold with Oesar." "Very well," answered retronius, "I have just

maintained that thou hast a glimmering of understanding, but f'U'sar

insi.sts (hat thou art an ass without mixture.'' " ITabet," said Ca'sar,

laughing ami tunung down the thumb as was done in the Circus, in

sign tliat tlie gladiator had received a blow and was to he finishe 1."

The second (luotation l)rings before us a divided circus (p. iL'S. idiap-

ter 4o) :
" The whole circus was tretiibling from i)lauilits and the rr)ar

of the people, l-'or those who liad bet im Calendio, he was at that

moment greater than Ca'sar; but for this very reason nil animosity


