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cent banks or bottom of the stream or pond, near the

'door of the hut. Mud and stones, the beaver always

cariics by holding them between his fore paws and

throat.

" Their work is all performed at night, and with

much expedition. When straw or grass is mingled

•with the mud used by them in building, it is an acci-

dental circumstance, owing to thn nature of the spot

whence the latter was taken. As soon as any part

of the material is placed where it is intended to re-

main, they turn round and give it a smart blow with

the tail. The same sort of blow is struck by them,

on the surface of the water when they are in the act

•of diving.

" The outside of the hut is covered or plastered

with mud, late in the autumn, and after frost has be-

gun to appear. By freezing it soon becomes almost

as bard as stone, effectually excluding their great

enemy, the wolverine, during the winter. Their habit

of walking over the work frequently during its pro-

gress, has led to the absurd idea of their using their

tail as a trowel. The habit of flapping with the

tail is retained by them in a state of captivity, and,

unless it be the acts already mentionejl, appears de-

signed to effect no particular purpose. The houses,

when they have stood for some time, and been kept

in repair, become so firm from the consolidation of all

the materials, as to require great exertion, and the

ice chisel, or other iron instruments, to be broken


