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now ; Col. Dunn, of Toronto, was selected, as the bravest of

the immortal Six Hundred, to receive the Victoria Cross ; Read,

of Perth, though a surgeon, won the same reward of valour,

for daring feats in the Indian mutiny. Side by side, with the

soldier of the motherland, the Canadian fought with equal

devotion, and fell with equal honour. The hot sun of India

looks down upon the graves of Montizambert, Evans, Joly,

Sewell, and Vaughan ; in the Crimea, Parker fell with his face

to the foe ; and on the ramparts of the Redan died Welsford,

with the bloom of youth glowing on his cheek, and all a boy's

enthusiasm fresh at his heart.

We have still another record of competition and success

which is worthy of reference. The great British Universities

have not been left untried by Canadians. Hincks, of Toronto,

Redpath, of Montreal, Vidal, of Sarnia, proved that it is possible

for our young men to compete succes .fully with the best. At

the Staff College, at Sandhurst, Ridout, of Toronto, headed the

list of candidates from all branches of the service. Robinson,

of Toronto, came out fourth, and Benson, of St. Catharines, was

the recipient of special honours for the high stand he took.

Even the great public schools of England have not been essayed

in vain. Not long ago Plum, of Niagara, was the head boy at

Rugby.

But with so much reason for self-felicitation, we are not

apprehensive that vanity will obtain undue ascendancy in the

national character—for some time at least. Lest we should

feel disposed to vaunt ourselves unduly, it may be well to bear

in mind that Canada has been frequently spoken of with con-

tempt. The normal old-world idea respecting us and our

country resolves itself into confused pictures, in which frost and

snow, falling timber, snow shoes, furs, and wild Indians are the


