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which a freo constitution of governtnont is

founJod ; and it is the duty of oaoii teacher to

endocvour to load hia pupils, as thoir ajjos and

capaoilios will admit, into a clear understanding of

the tendency of tlie above-mentioned virtues, in

order to preserve and perfect the blessings of law

and libeuy, as well os to promote their future

happiness, and also to point out to them the evil

tendency of the opposite vices.

No. 4.

REGULATIONS of the Commissioners of
JVational Education in Ireland, as to the Gov-

ernment of Schools u'ilh respect to Attendance

and Religious Instruction.

1. The ordinary school business, during which

all children, of whatever denomination thoy may
be, are required to attend, is to embrace a spec'

fied number of hours each day.

2. Opportunities are to be afforded to the

children of each school for receiving such religious

instruction as their parents or guardians ap-

prove of.

3. The patrons of the several schools have the

right of appointing such religious instruction as

they may t.hink proper to bo given therein :

provided that each school be open to children of

all communions ; that due regard be had to

parental right and authority ; that, accordingly,

no child be compelled to receive, or be present at,

any religious instruction to which his parents or

guardians object ; and that the time for giving it

be BO fixed, that no child shall be thereby, in

oflect, excluded, directly or 'ndirectly, from the

other advantages which the school affords. Sub-

ject to this, religious instruction may be given,

either during the fixed school hours or otherwise.

4. In schools, towards the building of which

the Commissioners have contributed, and which

are, therefore, voHted in trustees for the purpose

of national education, or, which are vested in

the Commissioners in their corporate capacity,

such pastors or other persons as shall bo approved

of by the parents or guardians of tho children

respectively, shall havo access to them in the

school-room, for the purpose of giving them

religious instruction theroj at convenient times to

be appointed for that purpose, whether those

pastors or persons shall have signed the original

ai /lioation or otherwise.

6. In schools not vesisd, but which receive

aid only by way of salary and books, it is for the

Patrons to determine whether religious instruction

shall bo given in the school-room or not ; but if

they do not allow it in the scl..jo]-room, the chil-

dren whose parents or guardians so desire, must

be allowed to absent themselves from the school,

at reasonable times, for the purpose of receiving

such instruction elsewhere.

6. The reading of the Scriptures, either in the

Protestant Authorized or Douay Version, ns well

as the teaching of Catechisms, comes within tho

rule as to religious instruction.

7. The rule as to religious instruct ion applies to

public prayer and to all other religious cxc.-cisos.

8. The Commissioners do not insist on tho

Scripture lessons being road in any of the

National Schools, nor do thoy allow them to bo

read during the time of secular or literary in-

struction, in any school ottonded by children

whose parents or guardians object to their being

so road. In such case, the Commissioners pro-

hibit the use of them, except at tho times

:

religious instruction, when tho persons giving it

may use those lessons, or not, as they think proper.

9. Whatever arrangement is mndo in any
school for giving religious instruction, must bo

puhlicly notified in the school-room, in order that

those children, and those only, may be present

whose parents or guardians allow them.

to. If any other books than the Holy Scrip-

tures, or tho standard books of the Church to

which the children using them belong, are em-
ployed in communicating religious instruction,

tho title of each is to be made known to the

Commissioners.

11. Tho use of the books pubhohod by tho

Commissioners is not compulsory ; but the titles

of all other books which the conductors of schools

intend for the ordinary school bu^in'jsF, are to bo

reported to the Commissioners ; and none are to

be used to which they object ; but they prohibit

such only as may appear to them to contain

matter objectionable in itself, or objectionable for

common instruction, as peculiarly belonging to

some particular religious denomination.

12. A Registry is to be kept in each school of

tho daily attendance of tho scholars, and tho

average attendance, according to tho form fur-

nished by the Commissioners.

JVoteby the Chief Superintendent of Schoolsfor
Upper Canada—No grants aro made by Govern
ment in Upper Canada, as in Ireland, towards tho

erection of school-houses. Such houses, among us,

aro erected by the people themseh'cs in each muni-

cipality. Over such houses, therefore, tho Govern-

ment has no control. The elected Trustees of

schools in Canada, sustain the same relation to our

Common Schools that tho local " Patrons" sustain

to the National Schools in Ireland. The sole diffe-

rence, therefore between the National Schools in

Ireland and in lippor Canada, in respect to religi-

ous instruction, is, that with us, the Trustees or


