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navigation of St. George's Channel, and or, the

coast lietween Nova Scotia and New York. The
commerce and intercourse between this roiinlry

ftnd Europe is rapidly incrensing. Our commer-
cial necessities, the habits of the people, and the

spirit of the age, dcmniid the employment of every

facility for shortening and clieaperiing the transit

to the people of the United States thsit will be de-

lived from tlie estnblisliincnt of iliis line of iiiter-

nulioiial coiiimunii'iiliDii, nnd of tlie reasons why
it is believed tliiit the General Government should
irrniil the aid ihnt has lipen snliciled, 1 would call

your attention to certain facts and considerations.

Halirnx, Nova Scotia, is in telegrnplrccommu-
between them. Nothing can be more legible to

\

nicatioii with every con.sideiable city in the Uiii-

the understandings of men who have any nppre
dation of what is demanded by the physical, intel-

lectual, and social activities of the times, than that

this project, if the statements ard deductions I

have made are correct, must be carried out, nnd
cnnnot be long delayed. The case is one of those
plain and palpable ones that do not admit of hesi-

tation, or give room for cavil; one that compels
:

conviction by its own force.
{

In this busy and steaming life of ours, this day
of competition, enterprise, and unprecedented ac-

tivity, the saving of half a week's time, or of a I

single day even, determines the whole question.
'

The regularity and certainty of the passage by
this route, as compared with any other, will not
fail to be regarded as considerations in its favor of
great weight; while the fact that it reduces the

sea-voynge one half will not eacn e the attention
^

of those who have experienced t 2 sea-sickness
,

and discomforts incident to such a voyage.
The laws of trade and commercial and social in-

ted States and the Ihitish Provinces, nnd the day i«

not (li.staiit when that commiiiiii-aliuii will be ex-
tended to the Pacific ocean. London is connected
by telegraph with the priiio.ipal capitals of iMinipc;
and a survey of the progress made in thi.i line of
imiirovement, within the last five years, can leave
no leasonabie doubt that within the next five this

connection will be extended, on the one hand to

the extreme limits of Europe, if not into Asia,
nnd on the other, by submarine lines acro.ss the

Channel, to Galway, in Ireland. Then, with a
lineof steamers of the first cla.ss in size and speed,
making the pnssngt between Galwny and Nova
Scotia in five days, (the estaliiishnient of which
depends upon the opening of railway facilities for

passengers and business between Waterville and
Nova Scotia,) London, Paris, St. Pelersbi;rgh,

and Constantinople, if not Calcutta and Canton,
will be within six days time of New York, Charles-
ton, New Orleans, and St. Lonis. What enter-

prise of the present day, so simple and so feasible,

tercourse, as bearing upon this question, are plain n"d '" be secured at such smell exjiense, should~
. _ . - command the attention and receive the patron ige

of the people, ond of the Government, so readily

ns this? Its benefits will be enjoyed by every
State—in the South and' in the North, in tlie West
and in the East—as well upon the shores of the

Pacific, in California and far Oregon, as upon the
Atlantic. Will it not be of very great advantage
to the merchant of New Orleans, the cotton bro-
ker, and ship-owner, to be able to transmit or re-

and decisive. The late General Dearborn, of'

Roxl)ury, Massachusetts, in an able and very elo-

quent speech before the Portland Convention—

a

convention of the friends of this enterprise, assem-
bled from different cections o ' the United States

and the British Provinces, in 1850, said:
{

•' All history and all experience show that the necessities
nf coiiimerce seek out the nearest and shortest routes (or

;

travel and business. Calais and Dover have been the points
Of embarkation ever sinee the invasion of Ciesnr ; nnd for ceive intelligence to or from any port in Europe
nn other reason but hecnusc they were the nearest points , i„„„ ,i,„.?., ...„ 1,1 -ut-.h ,1 1' ; ,„ „ ^, ._
between the island of tireat Britnin nnd the continent of '" less thai a weekr Will the business men in

Europe. Ca,ie Hunium was the point of concentration for "•f c:a..s think lightly of the benefits conferred
upon them, by enabling them to visit the commer-
cial capitals of the Old World without the hazards
and inconveniences of a long sea voyage, and in

two thirds of the time that will be required by any
other route?

What single'mensure can the sanction and lim-
ited aid of the Government assure, from which a
moiety of the benefits could result that would in-

evitably flow to the people and the nation from
this? I feel that I am standing here upon strong
ground; that the positions I maintain must be com-
mended to the judgments of men from every sec-

tion of tlie country, and of all shades of opinion
as to the power and duty of the Government t*

lend i'.s aid to works of public interest nnd import-
qf this highway and the realization of the idea of

,
ance. Grant all that has ever been contended for

its projector—a conception as grand as it wassiin- \, by the strictest constructionists, nnd concede the
pie—but the aid of this Government to n limited

;
most that can be desired l)y those who would limit

extent; and which, in the form of a grant of a :| tlie action of Congress in questions of internal
small portion of our unoccupied lands, can bo ac- |i improvements, and I will confidently ask them to
corded without embarrassing its finances or vio-

;| support this application, believing that thev may
lilting any sound principle of public policy. But, i do so without the violatior. of any principle which
sir, this road cannot be built without such aid. It

\
they regard as important. Wliy, sir, no giant for

is not of sufficient local importance, nor is there \\ the removal of obstructions in our harbors, or for
the local capital, if it were, to warrant the under- i the erection of light-houses and breakwaters, can
taking. With theassurance that it will be granted, ll be of more truly national interest and character,
private enterpri.se and capital may be relied upon |i or more clearly within the legitimate scope of the
for its successful prosecution and completion, it powers of the Government. No expenditure of

lu continuing the statement of tlie advantages jl millions of dollars upon our coasts can confer sticli

the trade of Greece, simply because it was the nearest
point to Kirypt. V.'hy was the Appian Way extended from

:

Capua to Brundusium, nn the Adriatic Gulf? Because ilmt
was the nearest good harbor near tlie narrowest place in the

:

Adriatic sea, in the most direct lire from RnmetnConslan- '

finoplc. VVIiy was the suspension bridge of Telford ex
tended across the Meiini Birait to the Isle of Angli'sev ; nnd

\

Ibe still more wonderful work of modern times, the Britnii-

Bia Brirlge across the same straits ? Because it was in the
moBl direct line from London to Dublin and {reland. If
*nu will examine the map of tlie world, you will find that,

In all lime past, ti.e points of continents or island', whieli '

approach the neaiest, have become the highways of their
Intercourse and eonimercc. II is for this reason that I be-
lieve that the highway for the trade and enmmnnieation

1

between this country and Europe must be made to the
aa«lem coast of Nova Scotia.

"

Nothing is wanting to secure the construction


