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-Benedictines, fuuatcd near its northern extremity:

the ftrudure affords an agreeable profpcd, and con-

tains an elegant chapel, ornamented with feveral va-

luable paintings. The fccond is that of the Carme-

lites, which forms the centre angle of the royal fquare,

and fronts the harbour ; its church was rebuilding in a

very elegant manner, with finefiee (lone brought thi-

ther from Liilx)n. The third is that of St. Anthony,

fituated on the top of a hill, on the fouth iidc of the

town; before this convent (lands a large bafon of

brown granite, in the form of a parallelogram, which

is employed in wafhing. The fourth is fituated at the

eaftern extremity of the town, and was formerly the

jcfuit's convent, but is now converted into a military

hofpital.

In the right angle of the royal fquare (lands rhe vice-

roy's palace ; this with the mint, ftablcs,' goal, &:c.

compofe one large building, which has two (lories, and

is 90 feet from the water. In pafling through the pa-

lace, the firft entrance is to a large hall or guard-room,

to which there is anafcent of three or four (leps. In

the guard-room are (lationed the viceroy's body-guards,

who are relieved every morning between eight and

nine ; and adjoining to the hall are the (tables, the

prifon being in the back part of the building. Within

the guard-room is a flight of (lairs for afcending to the

upper (lorv, which divides at a landing-place about

half way, and forms two branches, one leading to the

tight, and the other to the left. The former leads to

a faloon, where there are two officers in conftant at-

tendance ; the viceroy's aid-de-camp at the fame time

waiting in the anti-chamber to receive melTages and de-

liver orders.

The left wing of the royal fquare is an irregular

building, which conlids chiefly of (hops occupied by

trading people. In the centre of this fquare is the

fountain, ot which we have made mention, as being

fupplied with vater from a fpring at the dillance of

three miles, from which it is brought by an aquedtiel.

The place is continually crowded with negroes of both

fexes w^aiting to lill theirjars. At the corner of every

ftreci is an ahar. The market place extends from the

north-eaft end of the fquare along the Ihore, and this

lituaiion is very convenient for the (ilhiug-boats, and

thofe who bring vegetables from the other lidc of the

river to market. Negroes are almoft the only people who
fell the diflerent commodities cxpofed in the market,

and they employ tlieir leifure time in fpinning cotton.

The ttirm ot government is in its conditiition mixed,

but in fact very defpotit: ; the viceroy and civil magif-

irate ot the to\Mi trequently conunitting pcrfons to

prilbn, or tranlporting them to Lilbon, at their own
pleafure. In order to prevent the pec ilc from m.iking

<'Xeurlions into the country, in fearch alter gold and
<liamond.s, certain bounds arc prefcribed them, Ibme-

times at a few, and foinetimes at many miles dill.mce

from the town ; and if a man is taken up by the guard

without the bounds, where they conllantly patrole, he

is immtdiatfly ("ent to prifon.

'Ihe inhabitants ot Uio de J.meiro are exceeding

numerous, andconlillot Poituj;uefe, Negroes, and In-

dians, which la'.l were the oiigiiul natives of the coun-

try. The townlliip of Rio i-, but a iiuall part of the

Capitanea, orjnovlnee; yet is laid to contain (7,000
white people, aai.i (>;(j,og,} bl;u ks, many ot whom are

i'ree, making together (id^.ooo, in the proportion of

17 to I.

The military is coinpored of twelve regiments of
regular troops, lix being I'ortuguefe, and lix Creoles,

and twelve rej.Mment.i ot provineiul nulitia. The in-

habitants arc I'ervilely fubiiiillise to the regulars, and it

has been ("aid, that it' any of them Ihoiild omit the

compliment of taking olV his liat, when he meets an
oniccr, he would be immediately knocked down. But
the fubordi nation of the ollieeis to the viceroy is

equally mortifying, tor they arc obliged to >Nait three

times every day to know, or receive his commands:
theanfwer ticquriuly is, " there i.s nothing new."

In Rio de Janeiro the gentr)- keep their t iiaifes, which
are drawn bv mules ; the ladies liov\ ever ull a fedan
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chair, boarded before and behind, with curtains oti

each (ide, which is carried by two negroes on a poli;

connciSed with the top of the chair by two rods, coming
from under its bottom, one on each (ide, and retting

to the top. The apothecaries (Lops commonly ferve

the purpofcs of coliee-hoiifes, as the people meet in

them to drink capillaire, and play at back-gammon.
When the gentry are feeii abroad, they are well dreHed,

though at home but loofely covered. The fiu)p-kec[cis

have generally (hort hair, and w car linnen jackets w ith

fleeves. The women in geiuial, as in moll of the Por-
tuguefeand Spanilh fettlemeiits in South America, ard

more ready to grant amorous tiivours than thofe of any '

other civilized parts of the world. As ("oon as the even-
ing began, females appeared at the windows on every

fide, who dilHnguilhed fuch of the men as bed pleafca

their fancies by throwing down nofegays j and Dr. .Sn-

lander and two other gentlemen received fo many of
thcfc love-tokens, that they threw them away by hat-

fulls.

Without the Jefuits College on the (horCi is a village

called Neufira Seignora del (Jloria, which is joined tr»

the town by a very few intervening houies. Three or
(bur hundred yards, 'within the Jcfuit's-collcge, (lands

a very high caftle, but it is falling to decay.' The bi-

(hop's palace is about three hundred yards behind the
Benedictine convent, and contiguous to it is a magazine
of arms, furroundcd by a rampart. •

The inhabitants of Riode Janeiro mnintain a whale-
fifliery, which fupplies them with lamp oil. They
import brandy from the Azores, and their (laves and
Ea(l India goods (iom their fettlcmrnts in Africa,

their wine from Madeira, ami their European goods
from Lilbon. The current coin is Port'.ig.iele, which
is (Iruck here; the (ilver pieces ai-c called pctacks, oi'

different value ; and rhe copju'r are five and ten red

pieces. This place is veiy uleful for (liips that are in

want of refrelhment. 'i'hey Avater, as we have before

obfervcd, at the (buntaiii in tiic great fquare, but the

water is not good. .We landed our cafl<3 on a fmooth
fandy beach, which is not more than a hundred vards

diftant from the fountain, and upon application to the

viceroy a centinel is appointed to look utter theml

The harbour is fafe and commodious, and diftirigu idl-

ed by a remarkable hill, in the tiiape of a cone, at the

wed point of the bay. The entrance is not wide,

but it is cafy, from the lea brer/.e which prevails

from noon to fun-fcr, for any diip to enter bctbre

the wind. The entrance of the narrow part is de-

fended by two forts. La Cruz,, and Lozia ; they are

about three quarters of a mile from each other.

The bottom being rocky, renders it dangerous to an-

chor there, but to avoid it (hips nuill keep in the

mid-channel. Ihe coall abounds with a variety

of lilh, among which are dolphins and mackarcL
Provifions, except wheaten bread and lloiir, are eafily

procured. Yams arKl cafiada are in plenty. Beef

both (iefli and jerked may be bought at two-pence

farthing a pound, but it is very lean. The people

jerk their beef by taking out the bones, and cutting it

into large but thin dices. They then cure it with

fait, and dry it in the fliade. It eats very vvell, and, if

kept dry, will remain good a long lime at lea. Mut-
ton is fcarcely to be procured. Hogs and ixniltry are

dear. Garden llutVand fruit are in abundance, but

the pumkin only can be prcferved at lea. Tobacco
alio is cheap, though not good. Rum, fugar, and mo-
lafles are all excellent,- and to be had at reafjnable

prices.

The climate of Rio de Janeiro is healthy, and (rtc

from modof thofe incnnveiuencies incident to tropical

countries. The air is fcldoin immoderately hot, a?

the fea breeze is generally fucceeded by a land wind.

The fcafons arc divided into dry and rainy, though

their commencement of late has been irregular and
uncertain, for the latter had filled for near four

years preceding our arrival ; but at this time the rain

had jud began, and fell in heavy (howers during our

day : formerly the fircets have been overHowed by

the rain, and rendered impalTable with canoes.
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