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isluiid, are two shrubby Ititbiaceouii species, ami aiiothei

kind of slirub; IL/iofropiniit prostnitiim, Portidacc.a o/rraceu,

a Lt'p'xiinin [acre /) ami a Ihichtura /

A thin veffctation, through wliich the ground is everywhere

seen, prevails liere, consisting of a few shrubs with entire-

margined, simple, mostly succulent leaves and colourless

flowers; these form a kind of thin brushwood, above which

the Cocoa Tree raises itself, while the PnudaniiH is conspicuous

by its singular form, entwined with the leafless, reddish stems

of the Cassytha.
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The collections of plants which Archibald Mcnzios, the, o^l^lsTl^pi-

learned companion of Vancouver, formed in his diilercnt

expeditions to the heights of O-Wpihi and Alauwi, arc still,

with many other treasures, enshrined in the herbarium of

Sir Joseph Hanks : and although this venerable Nestor of

naturalists throws open his Gazoplijilitcium to all the learned

with the morst unconstrained liberality, yet no one has at

present undertaken to ni.ke us acquainted with the alpine

Flora of O-Waihi.

The vegetation of O-Waihi lias nothing in common with

the adjoining continent, the coast of California. The leafless

Ibrm of the Acacias, the genera Mctrosidcros, Pandaiuis,

Sanfahti/i, Ahiirites, Dracwna, Amomiim, Ciirciniia, and Tacra,

impi'ess on it the character of their natural affinities. The
families of the lluhiacccc, Apocyncfc, and Urticecc prevail; of

the latter many wild species are used for making various

kinds of bark-cloth*; and some arborescent milky Luhcliaccer.

are also found. The innnedi,-'*'" margin of the island

produces oiily a few kinds of g.ass and herbs. In the

interior, the Flora is rich ; but it will bear no comjiarison

with the luxuriant variety of Brazilian nature. Only low

• Tilt' I'Kjnr-Miilhirri/ {/liniissuiuliii pajii/ritirti) is ciiltivntrd in tlic Sandwich

Islancls, US in most of tliciso of tlie South Seas, for tlie niiinufnctiiri' of rloth.

Hut it is a niisi,'l<e to suppose tliat it is tlic only plant nsi'il for tliat purpotr.


