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luration, or of a ii

^ worse than w.-r itself. I feci the solemn rcspon-
. ine uea of unj

)i]ity which rests upon us to defeiid by war, even,
our—mutual l)enei

f war should bo necessary as the only means for
K us indisaolubly ^^ purpose,) every inch of American soil, through-
aiaunion. ^^^S^* it the whole length of our posee.ssions, from the
ing mto • war ocf< ug^ie regions of the frozen north down to the sun-

the burning line, through-
from the rising to the set-

steep Atlantic stream" to. the
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ut who do not dea
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iia see taia P"^ id proper meaaurea to preserve our righia in peace
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majntain, air, that there ore auch meana at ourdia-

»&], and by adopting them we may not only avoid

the dangers of wac, but probably tha chanoe of lo-
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Mr. ChHinnnn, 1 will go farther. If 'rom theaA>

tion of this House, or from any other circumatancea,

war should occur, althou<;h inere may be noutlicrn

men who lielievo that it could havelicen avoided, yet
I lake this ocrjtsion to say to the West, that when
it becomes cloaily necessary nnd pn;senUi the only
remaining mode of obtaining our rights, they will

find the South standing; by the country ond by them
with heart and hand. Yes, when ihat hour comes

—

and (iod grunt that there may never be n necessity

for it— the mnxim of the gaflont Drcatiir will find

one universal ari'ei)iaiii)n nmtiniL;«i the whole
Amerirjin people—"our country, right or wronj."
Many may l>e found deeply deploring, in-

deed, the mismana{;ement, or the necessity,

which has ])luiigrd the country into war, but
they will not pause Ip settle the question of
responsibility until they nave first done all that be-
comes them to preserve national rights and honor. I

must, however, here declare, in n spirit of entire

frankness, that if, by giving this notice, we should
ultimately either lose Oregon or be led into nn unne-
ceMisury war to obtain it, those who give tliis nr'.ieo

will be held responsible, at the proper time, for all

its eonwec^uences. It is the undoubted duty ofevery
section ot this eonfcdeiucy, North, South, East, and
West, to defend the national soil, and protect the
national honor, liut we ov/e it to ourselves, to our
posterity, and to the rieal intercBts of humanity, to

exhaust all honorublo means of peace before we
plunge the nation into war. Wo to the people
amongst whom war becomes a familiar and
a household word, and wo to the statesman
who ciiltivaies a npirit of violence amongst
those whom ho intlucncci, instead of cherish-
ing a dispofition to [.eoce. In this connexion,
JVIr. Choirman, 1 must be permitted to express the
profound regret with which 1 have heard some of
ihc i-emarks madu in this debate. There nre ele-

ments enOiir;h of strife abroad in the .public mind
without eniisiin'^ the passions further in ihe work of
havoc and riiin. It was with the deepest regret that

1 heard members upon this Hoor tiuinting the admin-
istration, and dftcl-ring the lielief that it would
"back out," and ihat it could not be "kicked inton,

war." Thetic soundci fell on my ear like the echoea
of something of which I had heard before, and
which contriuuted to tlie same rcHult upon another
occasion—a result for which a necessity then ex-
isted, however unlortHnate it might be now.
There never was, there never con be, an admin-

istration elected by the people of this country,
which could refuse a war, if national rights and
honor required it. None but a timid administra-
tion can be "kicked into a war" by domestic oppo-
nents. It requires far more courage to resist a war-
cry than to yield to it. It sometimes requires

more moral firmness and grealor and higher qunlitiea

of mind to withstand the first outburst of tne war
feeling, and ralmly to appeal to the sober second
thought ' of a reflecting people for ultimate in-

structions, than to be the hero of a hundred
fields.

Mr. Chairman, I will now say, and I desire my
words to be noted, that if any gentleman here b^
licves that this notice will lead to war, and yet votea

for it under the hope that the President will back
nut aooner than face the result, he ia utterly mista-

ken. Thia administration will not back out from
any poaitioa which it hai taken iu the face of th«


