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Tus fiest annual convention of the Inter-
national Deop Waterwaya association will bo
held at Cleveland, Ohio, on Septombor 21 ard
following two days. Dalegates from states
and provinces, territories, citios and towns,
boards of trade and othor commercinl bodies,
oto., in the United States and Canada are in-
vited to bo present. The gathering will un-
doubtedly be a very important ono, and
dortainly tho subject i3 one of great interest.
Primarily, wo undorstand, the objectis to
securo tho fullor developmont of the great St.
Lawrenco route, by an international system
of canals, but waterways generally will re-
ooive more or less attention. The question
of tho devolopment of the St. Liawrence route,
by tho construction of a doep water passago
from the head of thegreatlakes to tide water,
is a matter of vast importance to the country
west of tho lakes, on eacheidoof thoboundary.
‘We know of no other question of such far-
reaching importance to the producers of tho
West, "The associution was organized at a
convention held in Toronto about a year ago,
and the executive have sinco brought the
mattor before the governments of Canada
and the United States, with the result that a
joint commission has been provided for, com-
posed of thres persons appointed by each
government, to meet and confor togother
upon the wholo subjoct of the practicability
of making a navigable channel througheut
the St. Lawronce system for ocean vessels,
to consider what international regulations
are necessary to carry cut the same, and con-
sider all other points bearing on the question.
What further progress may be made at the
Cloveland meeting will be interesting to
note.

Brain and Milling Masters.

The Lako of the Woods Ailling Co. began
buying wheat at a number of country points

last week, and thoy opened the marketat:

435cents per buskel for No. 1 hard, to farmers,
at points having an_18cent {reight rate to
Fort William. This isa comparatively high
prico, being really above an export basis, as
can- readily bo seen by referenco to our
markét quotations in this issug. These
prices are about Sconts nigher than was paid
a yearago in Manitoba country markets,
though prices in the worlds markets are not
materially higher than a year ago.

A Minneapolis grain firm, writing about
oats,says: ** Tho crop is so large in tho
United States that it has scared almost every
bull out of the markat.”

It is roported from Dalath that very little
of tho now crop is grading No. 1 hard. Last
year 70 per.cent. graded No. 1 hard, bat this
year the bulk of the crop is grading No. 1
northern. Of 2,154 cars of wheat received at
Daluth in four days recently, 1,461 graded
No. Lnorthern, and only 283 graded No. 1
hard, and 276 went No. 2 northern. Various
parties have been predicting that the Mam-
toba crop would grade mostly.No. 1 northern
this year, on account of the wet season, thero
being & tixeory that a wet growing seasan has
a tendencey to prodaco softer wheat than a
dry warm season. If Daluthreceiptsareany
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criterion we will not have much Ne. 1 hard
in Manitoba this year, though it is only
uess-work to attempt to predict the grades
fore a sufficient quantity of the new wheat
has been received upon which to base a rea-
sonable opinfon. It is not at all likely,
however, that tho Manitoba crop will grade
nearly as high as it did last year, as therehas
been some damage by frost as well as an un-
even samplo in somo cases from grain being
down. On account of the heavy crop and
cool weather; some farmers started cut-
ting a littls too green. Lately thore has been
considerable wet weather. All these things
will have a tendency to reduce the sample.

Tho Montreal Trade Bulletin speaks of the
arrival thero of & batch of samples of now
Manitoba wheat, previous to September 5.
the date of the publication of the paper.
The Bulletin seys of theso samples: **The
majorily were in very poor condition, being
quite wet from rain, whilo some were
pertially {rosted. From what we can gather,
bowever, there will be more damage from
wet than from frost.”” Thero is something
very peculiar about these samples. The
Manitoba crop had suffered no damage what-
ever from web up to the dato referred to, and
the samples must have either beon soft from
being on the green sideor got wet accidentally.
General rain was experienced here on tho
night of Soptember 5, or following day,
according to district, but thero was no dam-
ago from rain previous to that date and wo do
not think the rain of September 5 and 6 did
much harm,

Ata recont n;eeting of the board of trade
of Virden, Man., a discussion took place as
to the best method to adopt ro the locsl
market, snd it was decided that the board
would tako steps to help the farmers out if it
was found that buyers were buying below the
oxport price of grain. In case the buyersdo
this, says the local paper, the board of trade
will form a coinpany to handle grain for the
farmers, and ship through tho bank,
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T. H. Metezlfo bas gone into the grain
buying business at Portage 1a Prairie.
‘W. H, Sowden is building a new clovator

at Souris, Man., of a capacity of 35,000
bushels,




