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TRAJIR WITII THIE EIRE.
The continuti graw(h o! protectioan is nu.

donb(tidly causing unaesinees lu Greait Bcilitat.
Tho lBritishe peoplo have hante se atrongly in.
bueti wibh froc (radte principles, tît thby
coulti net believe in (ho long continuationt of
proteotlve policiez anlong (lie nations cf tito
world. Tiîay iîtîagiued that protectives doctrine
,voulti pravail only for a line, aend that evoentît
eiiy tlie prieciples cf protection woulcl ho
generally abantioneti, rhey have lookeal long
anti caraestly for (lac extaec(td change, but it
lias net coma. On the otaer baud, tue worlrl
liais (of lato beeu hecomning eatiily tue ex.
clusive lu commercial neattea, and artifi'mal
barrdera te commerce have been crectatl an
overy lianti. 01 late Great liritain liais prao.
tieally stooti alone le regard te tIhe nature of
lier fiscal poiicy. Many Britishi statosucen whio
have ail aloasg believeti in tlia early traunapli cf
frcc (rade principlos, appear now te b os
cartaie of (hie resnlt. Many sete te have
abandoneth le bouc!f je the carly epreati cf free
tradte, andti (by are casting about for sane
nieans cf oercoming the mâny obstacles whaiclt
have hean place in e i way cf Britishs cons
merce. It is untionb(ctly titis 3ituation whicli
bas ltd te a censicierable discussion cf te
questiotn of (ho extension o! (rado vi(tin thse
empire, anti aiso te a more limiteti extent te
(ho question cf imperial fatioratien. Were
tradu largely frec (lerouglient tho world, it
evouiti ho impossible te intareet thse B3ritishe
people lu anuy proposais wevi tandeti in (ho
direction of protection. lu (lie prescut sitia.
atian, howevcr, evitis tarif! wals arecteti
againteet(hems on al aides, (bore je cortaiuly a.
great temptation in tisa way of tite Britisît
people at homo, te tise the tariff iitia whioh
te figbt (ho hostile tariffs ct etîcer countries.
Protection is nover se seductiva as When iL je
preeted as a wpapoii of retaliation against
ethor higli tariffs.

The extension cf (rade evitîtin tisa emepire le
eue phase cf (ho question cvbieh is frequantly
discuziset, in considoring mneans te nicet the
higla tarifsà of other countries. It is claimed
by sente (bat tho extension cf (rade wiUtin thse
empire is the hest means of moetinf protection,
whlite othere go se far as to assert (bat (lac
reseurceb o! the empire cylthain iicel! are
apable of sue'., dovalopineatt as te meet ail
requiraeenta cf tho emspire, anti provide busi-
ness for tho contieuatieo andi extesion cf
industries at hoine.

Tho prasent; tradoe lJo(ween tho UJnited King.
dom on (heonee band, anti thse colonies anti
tiepentiaucies on the o'htr, je aout 95 par
cent. cf the total (rade, takiug importe andi
exporte. Wlsatever deveiepment; might bo
brought about hy a pelicy favoring (rade with.
ie te empira, iL vili ho secte frotte tise figures
snbmigted, (bat in epiteocf hostile tarifsi, 75
per cent, of (ho (rade of the IUitedi Kiagdom
ici iith foreign countries. A peiicy cf ci.
mnerciai union within tise empire, vould, citiser
bo absoînto or limiteti. It wonid cither pro.

vide for comiplote frac trade between the differ.
ont divisions of tho cempire, with tho revenue
to bce derivcdl froi taxes %ilpon importa frein
foreiga countries exclusively, or it would po.
vide oniy for certain spefied advautages in
tho inovoanent of comimoditicis within the
empire. it~ lattcr le tlie viev of the situoitioti
takcn liy tiiose wlao have considered tho quies.
tien. Tho discussions of the question lias ad
vancoul only te tho oxtont of proposing that the
United Kingd(om blhoîîld givo a discri-iiinatory
duty in favor cf the colonies, tapon importa ef
certain articles te bc agrecd upota, white the
colonies wvenId in turcs admit specificd warcis
froni the United KZiugdont, Lio a prefetential
basis. Thoso proposais in fact arc atothing
more titan a liianited measuro of reciprocity.
As Great liritain ia alroady a frc trade coan
try, tc admission of a atuinhor cf articles froin
the colonies on a preforential hasis, would
%ntai that a ta< ehould hc iimposed upon
sianiior goode froin foroigu countries. Tbis
means theaduop(iont by Great Britain cf a
pelioy of protection, and te tho home goverti.
mient it la therefore a mucli more ser ions pro-
posai titan it is te (lie colonies, wltero protec.
tien ie already in force.

WNo have etateul that 25 per cent. of (ho tata.
expert aud imnpact (radeiofe the United Kina.l
dom is wità (ho colonies aed depcndcncie;
but toesa titan half of tbis 25 per cent. is dono
viitl tise self -governing colonies Abot 3 por
cent. is with Canada, 7 pes cent. with Australia
and 2 par cent. with Seutih Africa. 0f the
balance, lOý )oer cent. is ivitît India tend 2ý per
cent. with tlee entai crown colonics. The
homtte governtuent already wva aay say contrats
(lie fiscal affaiira oi tho colonies anti depen.
tieucies with which over hli cf the colonial
trade is donc. Thera remnaies, tîterefore, but
12 per cent, cf the total trada cf the Unitetl
Kingtdom with the sclf-goverating colonies.
Can we expect tlic United Kingdoin te adopt a
proteoUive tariff, with the object cf exteuding
tradu evitit theso indepcttdent colonies wvith
whiclier (ratio is now but 112 per cent, cf lier
total (rade

ileese self-goveraeiug colonies now raise a
large part of thear revenue f rote ta tx upon
importa of Britishi goode. This je decidedly se
in the case of Canada. Absolute frc (radea
wita the empire evould deprivo the self.govera.
ing colonsies cf a large portion cf their revenues.
iTtese colonies would prohably ngree only te a
limited redusction ine the duties ,upon certain
importa fromn Great Britais. Tii greazly
ruduces tihe henefits wieli thte moUsor country
evould recaivo f rom the proposais, aend wvould
bardly make it ivort white for the hotne
governiiiout ta adapt a policy cf protection anti
discrimination againat foreigeera, wvfth wvhoan
titey do 75 per cent, cf (bois' (rade. If the
colonies woe prepareti te accopt absolute froc
trade wi(bin the empire, thocra would bc; more
reason ta hope for a larue extension cf the (rade
cf tue United Kingdctn wistbin tlie empire, and
accordingly more likcliiîood cf the proposais
appealing successfully te the B3ritish people at
hoine. Were Great Britain a. protcctionist
contry, thora wvonid undoubtedly ho great
reason fer (ho colcuies te work for saine
mensure for tho extension cf tratio within thse
empire. As it le, the United King loie aircady

ofeérs tîto colonsies practida1iy a froc marlcet,
ani p'lte bas titerefore little te offor in tîto
direc.aun cf a reduncUon of tintiez in favor of the
COlaLieS. For lier te adopt a protective polies,
in order te hiavo eomcething te offer tîto colonies,
wite now trade with lier te the oxtent cf 12 per
cent, cf lier total (rade, is sonsething which cas
laaridly ho looketi for.

Edilturial Notes.
IT jes alttaCrU(OOd (baRt tle Cattadian P'acifie

Railway Companîy wtll gîvo (lic saine liherai
termes te tite %Ninnipeg Exhtibition fur next
ycar tiîat was granted in aid of tis exhtibition
for tîte prosenit year. Thtis assures tlie succs
of tic propeci exhtibition for udixt summiar.
Exiaibits wîill bo carriotl absoiuteiy frc, anti
(ho passenger rates fer visiters evili ho excet.
iugly tom. Such liherality tes t conepany lias
sheevî iat this itatter ivill cartaiaîly bo appre-
ciateti.

Taiit M inieapolie Mefl r 1au tiller is
workiug np a plae te send a cointribution cf
fleur to asBst (lie fatiniie.srikeu district cf
Ruesia. The à1if.-i proposes (bat every iiter
in tho United States saol islip as nsany isacke
of tleur as lie carc% te tionate, te New York,
wltore tlae leur cviii ho gatheted togefiier anti
handed. over te the Russian governaient. Cor.
respontcc has been oponed with the Ptusana
governmoat te ascertain (ho wiilingness cf chîat
governmnent te take chtargeocf (ho fleur nt New
York, pay (lic freiglit (tercon, and attend te
its traisportation nd distribuition in Russia.
Tîte millers cvili ne dloubt respouti generously
te tlie proposais of (lac Minneapc'ls journal,
os they ustally do te any entarpriea set on foot
by (uaL an(erprisiag milliatg papcr.

Tip imattuuity wbicli railways in Manitoba
have enjoyed fromi suow blookades, je a matter
of surprise te people re3ident, fartîser nouth and
east. Tbey imagine (bat the dificuities o! oper.
ating railwnaya in the winteron accouut cf snew,
must be gres.t in latitudes norts cf their ewn.
Practicai experieece extettting over the past
ton years, lias shown tîtat tue tailiiays cf Mane-
itoba, ant ho western prairie country ie gen-
eral, are ancre exempt froni snow biockades,
than je tlie case ln castern Cantada, and theo
ucrtherta anti castern states cf (ho Republic.
This cvas exemplifie in te a case cf (lie wiad
anti snowv storîn cf' a weck ago. This storm wvas
probably tlie Lacaviet experiened here since
,Manitoba hati a railway system, anti yet the
deiays ta (rallie cvare coînparatively trifling.
'" are wrts only about twenty.four lieuis' deiay
with semae of (lie mails, in reaching Winnipeg,
though (ho storan ragcd for two days. This je
notbiag te compare cvi(h the blockis which
sometimes exiet on eastern ioade for days at a
time. The C. P. R. itati aIl its liues open in
sheort ortier imrneedia(ely after the stcrm, and
trains wero képt meving during tic first day cf
tho sterm. Tihe 'Northeru Pacifie rau its
tiarougis train ont of WVinnipeg bcth tiays, with
cniy trifunîg delay.

EAnLiER. in (he season, --vlien farmers in (ho
United States were being urged by politUcal.
agitators andi others te hold their wheat for
big prices, TUE ComenxestciAn predicteti, tîtat
insteati cf thse wheat being heiti back jaLon.
tionalty, thoa ;vouid ho more offering than


