O Tur PrINTER AND PUBLISHER

COUNTRY NEWSPAPERS.

O doubt all my brethren of the countty pross, 1 commaon
with myselt, have been seadimg Me, W DL Howedls
sketehes an T Cananass Prasire o Pestsime

with more than passing interest. “They secall the triaks and vieis
sttudes of tural presamen w the dass whon the old Streetsalle
Review was a poserin the lamdy and when it denouneed wicked-
ness i high places, jumped on the Globe wath both feet and
alluded to Toronto as ** Muddy Ditde York ™ wath perfeet free:
dom.  In these cabh dass an antiquated hand press, afew
fonts of Joband news tpe, an old tablc or marble slab, and a
ke of black ink consttuted the ** plant " of the average country
At that ume the columns of the country
newspaper wore chitely devoted to Joregn news with an oceas:

newspaper ollie.

il cditonal, nhitng o some matter of local or general
mterest, thrown i by way ol vanety. Short, breezy, newsy
local items, suech as charactenze every country newspaper, woithy
of the mame now a davs, were then practically unknown. In
short, the country newspaper ol forty or lilty vears ago was
vdite d somewhat after the fashion of the magazme with a nuld
suggestion of the fust page of the daily journal of to-day.
Adnurably as they sited the pubbic taste hall a century ago,
such journals could not he successfully conducted i this last
decade ot the mneteenth contary. They would dic of dry rot

of some other disease insde of twelve months perhaps tess,
4 * *

Manmy of our neatest and most ably edited countty news:
papers at the present time are prnted on Washington hand
prosses  quite diferent atfanes, of comse, to the andient type
crshers already alluded to, - Perhaps T would be safe ain saying
that the magonty of rural joumals are printed on hand-presses,
I s slow work, but when the pressman possesses good taste and
stveral ounces of brans, the general appearanes of  the sheet 1s
vqual to that produced by the average country power press.
Among the many excellent newspapers priinted on hand-presses,
I might mention the tollowmng ;. Parry Sound Star, Oakville
Star, Milton Retormier, ki Advocate,  Flesherteon Advance,
Bolton  Lntapise, Shelbure Boononust, Weston Tunes,
Orangeville Post, bundalk Herald, Chatsworth News, Durham
Chiondde, Grey Review and Hanover Post. Of counse there
are many others, but these are suthicient for my purpose now,
With the exception of the Dutlenn Post and Grey Review, all
the papers mentioned use *patent sheets, and the average
crculation would probabl be i the neghbothood ot 500.
Thes estimate s based on personal olservation and withont
refercnce to the wild ratngs i the Canadun Newspaper iree.
oy, The Duffenm Post, 1 othank, bads s cacalanon with the
Ean Advodate a dose sccond. Be this as it may, these pagpers
are all pranted oo hand-presses, and the remarkably handsome
typograplucal appemance of <ome of them might Jead the
ummtited to magime that high ddass power presses did the
work amstead of the mach despised n some quarters) hand-
presses. AR this goes to show that the usefulness ot the old
hand-iever 15 ot gone nor asat bkely o go tor many years to
come  not, ndeed, until a power press has been manufaetured
which can be setup i a man’s oftice a2 cost not eveceding
five hundred dollus Even then the old hand press can be
made to do duty an taking proots, saall runs * af posters, ete,

- - .
Mudeal of a countny newspaper v a seven-colutmn tolie, all

ponted at home  But T oam sorny to say 1t is not the generad
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pubhe’s adeal, and for that reason 1 very often find myself
halting bietween half a dozen opinions.  “T'o live up to my ideal,
I should now be publishing a seven-columa folio ; but, as a
matter of fact, the paper issued under my direction is an cight-
column folio.  YVea, verily, and 1 am even now seriously con-
templating an enlargenient to the popular cight-page, six-column
size ! Fhis looks dreadfully inconsistent, but it is not my fault.
My dearly beloved brethren of the rural press and the general
pubhe aforesaid are to blame. The former will persist i
“enlarging their borders ™ and the latter taunt us if we do not
keep up with the procession.  So what are we to do?
+ » *

The practice of *“dropping an issuce” once a year --ostensibly
to give the tired printers a holiday but really to give them a
chance to rush the voters® lists through within the time pre-
sertbed by law  is o omistake.  Itis time that such backwoods’
customs were discontinued, Put on an eatra hand, if need be,
and pet the voters’ lists out on time, but for goodness’ sake
don’t drop an issue ' Do not give the city scribe a chance to
fling some old chestnut at you about *a rush of horse bills” or
“votery” s necessitaing @ week’s holiday (1) in such and
such an ottiwe * .\ particular old friend of mine once assigned
as his teason (or not tssuing his paper on a certain occasion the
starthng fiction, that ** the bulwarks of the press are out of order
and it will take a week to repair them ™ This might go with
the average reader but just imagine how it would look in the
cyes of the city newspaper men,  Phew !

* ’ *

With the kind permission of the publishers of PriNTER AND
Pentisineg, 1 shall endeavor 1o present other aspects of the
country newspaper business at an carly date. My next will be

*The Country Editor ard the Advertisiog, Agent.”
Ao R, Fawerrr.

Streetsville, July asth, 1893,

CORBITT'S GALLEY PROOF PRESS.
NOTEWORTHY nmesaver in the newspaper compos-
mg room 15 the recently introduced Corbitt Proof Press,
manufactured by the Corbitt Press Co., of Racine, Wis,
s press s in daily use at the World’s Fair in connection with
the Mergenthaler Typesetung Machine in getting out the Daily
Colembian,

Phe press 1s compased of two side (rames, parallel with cach
otherand from five to twelve inches apart, to suit different
sizes of galleys. Between these frames are arranged the impres-
sionand ik rollers, also the spool for holding web of paper.
An endless belt, running over a stationary bed and drawn by a
crank pulley, comprises the bed of press. On this bed or
carrier is placed the galley of type, which is carried flirst under
the ik rollers, then under the impression cylinder and delivered

with the prool on the opposite end.  “The paper is an endless +

roll, ted between the wpresston cylinder and a small guide
pulley, keepimg 1t m positton ready for use on the next galley.
A deviee for taking the *“dupe ™ on colored narrow paper, at
one operation, 1s also arrangsd so as to be conveniently attached
and used at will. The press beng reversible, any number of
proots can be obtamed with but one handling of the galley.
I'he impression eyehnder s covered with hard rubber, and is
adpustable for wking a hght or heavy impression, by means of
oght and left impression serews at cither end.  This insures




