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the rice flour of his native larder, and thereby gratify, at ten 
cents the garment, the vanity of the early Argonauts. The 
art he communicated to others of his race, it spread north, 
south, east, and west, and in the process of time one hundred 
thousand flat-irons were actuating from Los Angeles to 
Labrador. Thus was the immediate industrial future of 
the invading Mongol assured.

The Legislature was not in session at the time of my 
visit to Halifax. But I met in a friendly way many of the 
legislators, and I learnt a good deal of the local needs, real 
or fancied, which agitate this community and all other 
communities on the face of the earth, but which are of 
little interest to the outside world. Considering that the 
population of the Province is only half a million souls, the 
machinery of government would seem somewhat cumbrous. 
First of all, Nova Scotia sends 20 members to the Federal 
House of Commons at Ottawa, and 10 members to the 
Senate. The Provincial Parliament consists of 38 members : 
there is a Legislative Council of 21 members and an Ex
ecutive Council of 10 members. Moreover, there is a system 
of local government operating in the eighteen counties.

The Federal Parliament alone deals with such important 
matters as revenue duties, railway grants, the judiciary and 
the postal system, leaving to the Halifax Legislature the 
schools, public roads and bridges, local railways, and the 
royalties on minerals owned by the Province. The County 
and Township Councils regulate the taxation for roads, 
schools, and other purposes, every citizen directly voting 
his own taxation, although such taxes are supplemented by 
grants from the Provincial Government, which has a unique 
and perennial source of wealth in the mining royalties.


