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Coming to the treaty negotiated at Wash-

ington, it appears first, that none of the

privileges reserved to American fishermen

by the convention of 1818, have been abated

or qualified in any degree. The right to fish

on the designated shores of Newfoundland

the Kfagdalen islands and Labrador, and the

right to dry and cure fish on the unsettled

portions of these coasts, or on the settled

portions, with the consent of the owners,

remain unimpaired. Some complMnt has

been made •{ the exclusion of American

fishermen from Fortune and Placentia bays

on the southern coast of Newfoundland;

but these bays are beyond the easterly limit

I fixed by the convention of 1818—the
^- Rameau islands. There has been no sur-

render of any rights conceded in 1818.

The three-mile limit established by the

consent of the United States in 1818, has

been a fruitful scource of misunderstanding.

There was no agreement even upon the

principle on which the limit should be estab-

lished—whether the line should follow the

contour of the coast, or be drawn three

miles away from the headlands marlcing the

entrance of bays. The treaty establishes a

rule on this point, placing the line three

miles seaward from the first place where the

width of the bay contracts to ten miles.

But this line is not to be left to the j\ulg-

ment of the Canadian coast guard. The

treaty provides for nn international com-

mission to trace the line by accurate surveys

and mark it on the admiralty charts, so

that every fisherman may Icnow positively

whether he is or is not within the forbidden

limits. This is a great gain, since it puts an

end to accidental trespassing and arbitrary

seizures. For some of the great bays, like

Fortune bay and Placentia bay, already

mentioned, the bay of Chaleurs, Miramichi,

Egmont, Harrington, Ac, the lines are

agreed upon in the treaty. The first nine

articles provide for this visible delimitation

on the charts.

Next comes the interpretation of the ,>ro-

viso, that American fishermen may enter

bays and harbors from whicli they would

otherwise be excluded, for shelter, to make
repnirs, or to obtain wood or water, but for

no other purpose. The provision has been

construed by the Canadians .with great se-

verity. The treaty provides that American

fishermen seeking shcl or. or wood or water,

need not report, enter or clear, unless they

remain more than twenty-four hours or com-

municate with the shore ; nor shall they be

liable to compulsory pilotage or port dues of

any kind. I'tiiler stress of weather or other

casualties, they may tranship or sell their

i¥^W^ ^" '''^P^''' '
'"^y replenish dain-

[jiinito anci may snip crews to replace

(Wdisnl'lcd. These are privileges

1li|l|ttK»bPun claimed under the right to

IMMt^ln^r or innko repnint, but have been

irtrtinelil by the Canadian government.

They are concede ly tue treaty.

American ports. This needs no discussion.

If the privileges offered are worth the

price asked, our fishermen can wte the

licenses ; if not, and that is pro||ri>ly the

case, nobody is obliged to buy a licettse.
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Extracts From Communica-

tion of the Eon. Ifelson

Thompson to tbe Rock-

land Opinion, March 2,

1888.

The proceedings against vrtssels seircd for

unlawful fluliinif arc rcgulatt'il liy tlio treaty.

The administration, wishing 'o have all

matters of irritation adjusted, and disputed

points settled, undertook to fix matters by

a treaty which should be fair and honorable

to both parties. And it seems to us that it

has acted wisely and well, and succeeded

admirably where former administrations

had failed ingloriously.

Our fishermen complained of annoyance

when entering Canadian ports under stress

of weather and to repair damages. Well,

article 10 of the treaty fixes that matter in

a clear and honorable way, without requir-

ing our fishermen to enter under 24 hours

and witliout expense. Another complaint

was that the boundaries were not defined.

Well, article 12 gives our fishermen boun-

daries which when fixed need not be mis-

understood.

But the great point imagined against the

administration, was that it was laboring in

the interests of "free trade," and to get

Canadian fish admitted to the United States

free of duty ; but in Jiis they are doomed

to disappointment, as fish a,re still subject

to duty under the provisions of the treaty.

Now, what do we gain by the treaty? We
gain the undisputed right lo the free

navigation of the straits of Canso. We gain

the right, outside of the .limits of ports of

AM^94o enter fnf shelter to repair damages,

or for purchasing wood and obtaining water

and remain 24 hours without entering. We
have gained the right, under certain con-

ditions of distress and disaster, to enter

their ports and unload and reload, reship or

sell, replenish outfits, provisions or supplies

damaged by disaster, and in case of death

or sickness shall be allowed all needed

facilities, including the shipping of crews.

We have gained the right to purchase nnder

A license, which license shall be granted by

Canadian officials free of charge, for home-
ward bound voyages, all supplies necessary

for the voyage. We have gained the right

in case of alleged violation of the treaty, to

demand a speedy and inexpensive trial, at

the place of seizure, and not be towed to

some distant port and wait the meeting of

some tribunal. All these things we hare

gained and given really nothing in return.*****
Complaint is made also about the $1.60

yearly tonnage dues. Let us consider this

matter. The duty on Nova Scotia fish, we
think, is about half a dollar a quintal. A
vessel of 100 tons register would naturally

eiatr' '.I'hojopr.vhf.ui 5,00^1 ./iilnril. .'

tariff 01 which would amount to ftt.OOO,

while it would cost the vessel for all the

privileges in Canadian waters and ports

fISO, a difference of ^850 in our favor, and

yet these unreasonablos are crying "fire."*****
Not many years in the past, the fishing

bounty was romnrselessly torn from our flsh-

e'tnon, and all the hnrdons imaginable and

their dexterous treatment, so rapid a gr

that it has now attained the proper

of a full-fledged monopoly, and is of

power that it easily controls a large pn

of the Eastern halibut trade. Scarce

lialibut is sold in Boston but has first pi

through the hands of the combination,

Fulton Market in New York is thorou

permeated with its influence. There, i

T wharf in Boston, the majority of w!

sale halibut dealers are in close conjun

with the Gloucester pool, and are by

agreement bound to purchase their fish

ly of the companies comprising the

These companies are three in nun

namely, the New England Halibut Com]
the most extensive of the trio ; the Atl

Halibut Company, composed of Mayor

insonof Gloucester and Messrs. Gan

Poole and Parsons ; and a third, contr

by Messrs. Stockbridge and Hodge u

the firm name of Stockbridge & Co.

• • • * *

There seems to be but one opinion i

thcf purpose of tlie combination, namel;

it is seeking to monopolize the halibut

ness, to the exclusion of all competi

The greater number of the fishing vess<

use in Gloucester are owned by membe

the combination, so that the shippers

compelled to sell their fish to them at y

ever price they offer, and the captair

most of the other ships, so it is stated,

pledged to sell their fish to the combin

only.
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[From the Boston Post, March 23, 1

ALIEN FISHERMEN

OLoncESTEB, March 22.—[Specia

The exposure of the gigantic halibul

nopoly has been the common converi

among the fishermen on the street coi

around the wharves and on board the ve

wherever one may chance to go. "V

said the spokesman of a crow

men who were on Parkburst w

'the Post and Herald de

credit foe the enterprising spirit

have shown in giving the public lome

on this halibut pool and bow it kai

using the fishermen." "Bot," intern

another, "there are otler things ^

want to be shown up which are of fai

portance to the fishermen . Ooe is th

porting of men from the Pro'ioces to

the vessels. That is the wot*, out'agt

has been committed upon the rights c

.merican fishermen. The reporter, o

curiosity, perambulated the wharves t

what knowledge could be gidned.

the aid of two ex-skippers, who Tolunt

their services, nearly every wharf

visited, and it was found that the large

of vessels wh.ch have been hauled i

winter were being i-apidlv fitted out f(

various fishing grounds. The first pi

the season there was some dlfllcalty ii

curing crews to man the early flee

Georges and Western Bank. Since tl

uf March a large number of men ha^

rived here to engage in fishing frpni

po.-t, i,-Mne^|iBlly from J'ubnico und Ai

N. 8.

The owners here who so stenuousi

for protection by excluding Canadian

from the markets of the United S

Mirow their arms wide open and hail

great joy the advent of those men, ^

they want to man their vessels and ^

they could not get along wUhout,

On their arrival here they go on I


