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friends in England, and be was in their mindB oh

often, deepening tbeir regard and making every

letter that passed an interchange of confidence. This

would forbid their publication if the grave bad

not closed over the writers, and events dispersed

their secrets; so that they no longer claim to be

suppressed.

His chief correspondents were His Royal Highness

the Duke of Gloucester, Lord Sidmouth, and the Earl

and Countess Harcourt. They send him the gossip of

tbeir different sets, and it is amusing to compare their

sentiments as each comes into the confessional with

thoughts begotten by the wish. The Duke of Glou-

cester holds by Mr. Canning, and augurs for him a

long tenure of office :
" Great changes have taken

place in this country in the last few months. Happily

for Great Britain and for the whole world we have

now au admiiiistration in which there are many
Whigs, composed of our ablest men, headed by our

greatest statesman, and founded upon liberal and

tolerant principles. Mr. Canning has certainly done

more for England in the last three years than almost

any Minister we have ever had. The nation and the

House of Commons are, I conceive, very decidedly

with the present Government, which will long remain

in power."

But it is dangerous to prophesy smooth things.

The letter of His Royal Highness is dated July, 1827,

and the Ministry changed several times before the

July following. Earl Harcourt writes to Sir Howard
on the 4th of June, 1828,—"I have more than once

intended to write to you upon the late extraordinary
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