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parts, and can form fome refcmblance of the wholf^
yet they never could arrive at fuch a juftnefs in their

fabric as was ncceflary to produce the defired efFedb.

If we pafs to artifls of a fuperior clafs> they ieem to

be ftill more defeftive, their paintings being more
indebted to the native briehtnefs and excellency of
the colours than to the fkill of the painter.

The Chinefe government having alfo been the

fiibjeft of boundlcis panegyric -, on this head I muft
obltrve, that by their tranfadions with Mr. Anfon,
we have feen that their magiftrates are corrupt, their

people thicviih, and their tribunals venal, and abound-
ing with artifice. Nor is the conftitution of the em-
pire, or the general orders of the ftate, kfs liable to

exception : fince that form of government, which
does not in the nift place provide for the fccurity of
the public againft the enterprifes of foreign powers,

is certainly a mofl defective inftitution : and yet this

populous, this rich and extenfive country, fo pom-
poufly celebrated for its refined wifdom and policy,

was conquered about an age fince by a handful of
Tartars ; and even now, through the cowardice of
the inhabitants, and the want of proper military re-

gulations, it continues expofed, not only to the at-

tempts of any potent ftate, but to the ravages of every

petty invader. It has been already obferved, on oc-

caiion of the comniodore's difputes with the Chinefe,

that the Centurion alone was an overmatch for all

the naval power of that empire : this perhaps may
appear an ex':raordinary poiition *, but their junks,

though fome of them are of great burden, are coarfe

unmanageable vefTels ; and the mads, fails, and rig-

ging are ruder than the built ; for their mafts are

HKtde of trees, no othcrwife fafhioned than by bark-

ing tiiem, and lopping off their branches. Each maft

has only two Ihrouds of twifted rattan, which are of-

ten both fhifted to the weather-fide ; and the halyard,

uhen the yard i> up, lerves inftead of a third fhroud.

The fails are of mat, ftrengthened every three feet by
iiii horizontal rib of bamboo j they run up the maft

with


