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iiiid fruitful form of prayer in their family (Unotions ; and we

r('(|U('st tlie pastors of souls touiake itenter largely into the i)uhlic

devotions of the (-hurch in Advent and Lent as well as in iNlay

and October.

S^cvotlon to the Sacrc^ Ibcart of 300110.

'J'liis also is a beautiful, solid and fruitful <lev()tion, is worthy

of all conunendation to our people, and is eminently suited to

meet the spii'itual \vants of our time. The words we published

on tliis subject in a former pastoi'al instruction may, we trust,

b(> cited here with profit and ediiication :

Let us for a moment dwell on the consideration of the devo-

tion to the Sacred Heart of .lesus, wliicli the lioly Church so

recommends to her children at this particular time, and we

sliall find that the object and end of this devotion are such as to

ii[)i)eal with a mighty power to the heart and conscience of every

Christian ; are such as to draw the soul as with the cords of

Adam and the bands of love, to the foot of the cross and to its

merciful and loving Saviour, who on that blessed rood purchased

it witii a great price and died a cruel death that we might have

everlasting life.

The Sacred Heart of -lesus was aUva,ys an object of devotion

and adoration to the Church, for it is the God-Man and is dei-

fied by its hy]tostatic union with the Divinity. This devotionis

the same in substance as that which is paid to the adorable ))er-

son of Jesus Christ, whose Sacred Heart was the seat and centre

of His ineffable love for us. Christ was very God and very ]\Ian.

His human and divine natures were perfectly distinct, and yet

were hypostatically united in the adorable [)erson of our blessed

lledeemer, the second Person of the most blessed Trinity. The

divinity and humanity do not separately, but unitedly exist in

the person of Christ, and ncsither the one nor the other exclus-

ively exists in any part of His glorious person, the union of the

two natures being a real, indissoluble and eternal union. This

is the teaching of the Church on this subject, and it follows from

it, that each part of our Lord's sacred body is equally worthy


