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on tlieir scheme l)y prosecutiii).' a iiiiiiority, even in

such II reiiiDte territory as the N'oitli West ? We
iice iKit ill the siiiix- cdiiilitinn of things in u iiidi

we were some years ago. Modern seieiu'e has given

new w•ing^ to ))olitieal thought ; evi ry ineiili nt thai

occurs in Tanaila, of any iniportanee, is known to-

Tiioiiow a? far as Cape Colony and in the remote

regions of India ; and 1 a)ijteal to I)n])ei'ial K<;iieia-

llsts, MJui might he temjjted to snpjiort the Hill

liefore the House, iiot to injui'e theil own eutise.

and to remeiiiln.-r that nil men interested and
resjxiiisilile for the future of the (^>ueen's dom-
inion will eonileiiiii them for entering into an
agitation which would tend to ilestroy the loyalty

of a jKiition of Her Majesty's siihjects. These
gentlemen ])ose us the repiesentatives of Ontario

and ])retend to ."peak the \<>ice of Ontario
in protest against the use of the Fi'eneh language

in ('anada. I venture to tell them th;it the}' do not

represent Ontario in this matter, that they do not
speak the voiee of Ontario in this agitation. The
true voice of t)niario may still he heard in the

echoes of that splendid demonstration made in

Deceinher, 1S84, in Toronto, in honor of Sir .John

A. Maedonald. It %\ ;i,s my good fortune to he

present at that grand and imjjosing reuiiion of tiie

forces of the great Conser\ative jtarty. I shall never
forgi't the ovation given to the Old Chief when he
entered the hall where five thousand voices

acclaimeil him with enthusiastic cheers. I shall

never forget the waiin, the cordial reception given
to my lion, friends the Minister of I'uhlic

^^'orks and the Minister of Militia, ami to myself.

It was my first visit to Toiontfi and the impiession

I received. ;in impression which will nevei' he eif'aecd

from my memory, was that tiie bond of friendship,

nay, the bond of affection, that linked together the
two great laces of this Confederation, wotihl resist

fuiy attack which interest, jealousy or preju-

<iico niiglil direct agauist it. It was, it is true,

a political demonstration, hut it had a gieat
character beyond that, which proved that vlitf'er-

ent races, and different creeds, and different,

nationalities, might unite and work together in

the best mannt-r for the progress of our common
countrj'. This was the voice of Ontario, and 1

think it would be the voice of Ontario still. I say
to the supp<jrters, if there are any in (hitai-io, of

the measure of the hon. member for Xoitli Simcoe
(Mr. McCarthy), that I believe the voice of ( Mitario

woulil be .still the siime if the right hon. the leader

of the House would appeal, on the same generous
principles, to the same fair-minded juipulation of

Ontario to-<lay. Sir, I protest against that agitation.

I prut est against that plan of campaign iis sug-

gested in the speeches of the hon. membi^r for

North Simcoe iMr. McCarthy), and indicated In le

and outside liy the speeches of the hon. memlier
for North Norfolk (Mr. Charlton). I do notipiote
their expressions here. They are too ugly for me
to (piote them or, at all events, they are too ))ro-

vokijtg. It is not for us here to talk about opening
a free road through the St. Lawi-ence for the
Anglo-Saxon to pass to the coniiuest of the
worhl. If that course is to be persisted in, Sii-, I

cannot ijualify it in any other words, that if it is a

i)olitical game it is a dangerous mistake, and if it

is a determined and premeditated movement to be
earnestly carried on, it is a criminal attack against
the " peace, order and good government of the
country." Sir, 1 hope that the hon. gentlemen will

])iiU8c before venturing any furtlit r in the dark
and dangerous path they havt- entered iiit.i.

They will look in the past and around tliein. ami
they will see written on the walls the fate win. |i

awaits them. .\ll jmblic men who have tried to

build up a political platform of such niateriids as
prcjri<lices and fanaticism ha\e found out that the
beams and rafters of their Iniildiug did not lon^
resist the action of time and the pressure of com
mon sense ; they went down with the wreck,
helpless and cripjjled, giving to the world a < ruej

lesson as to the inevitable fate of tho.se who Would
attem]it to imitate theu- example. Sir, I ajipea!

to the higher instincts, to the noblei- feelings of

those who sinceiely wish the con.solidation (jf thcsi;

Ih'itisli jMissessions, and whom the chanciis <<{

jiolitics (io not afl'ect. 1 ask tliem to tliink calmly
of all this. They must know how dangerous urc

the elements mIucIi are brought into contact in

the agitation w hi(;h i^i carr'ied on. They may he

in earnest in believing that the strong curi'eiiis

thus put in motion will ])roiluce great and go'.,!

results. Let them not forget that in dealing with
these (juestions of race, nationality and leligioii

they are dealing with the great electric currents
of national life. Cuide and govern these cui-i'cnts

wisely, and you mtiy draw ficim their -iinit'd

iiiflucnct's powi'r and liglit an<l all the beneficent

ellects of the natural forces with which I'rovidcU' •

has provided you. Misgnide and misgoveii\

them -use them with ignorance, recklessness,

or malice, -- and you may draw down on
your heads unknown and uncounted disasteis

ruin to individuals, confusion to communities, ami
disaster to the State. Sir, 1 agree- with the hou.

member for West Durham (Mr. Hlake), I am nm
I'eady to at^'cjit the amendment proposed by the

hon. memberfor ISeilhier (Mr. I'eau.soleil), i>ou^h

I am in accord with the principles of ii i I

cannot find too strong language to expri'ss my
repudiation of the pi'incijiles, the fonh, the sur-

roundings of the measiire submitted. .The Hill of

the hon. member foi- North Simcoe is o])posed to

his own ]i ditical record, principles and t;areer.

He supported with intelligence and vigor the

policy of unity of action and harmony of thought
of the difl'crent races which form this Doiii

ijiion, irrespective of creed or- language. He was
present when the Acts giving a constitution to

the North-West Territories were initiated, revhscd

ami jiassed, and he gave his aciiuiescence to tliiit

legislation. The Hill is op[)o8e<l to the policy that

has prevailed in C'anada, of ])rotectiug the right.^

of minoiities in the schools, in the Legislatures,

in the Senate. It is opposed to the law of tiie

land, wlr'ch was approveil by two Administration--

anil three Pailiamcnts. It is op))osed to the

spii'it of British legislation, which, in the ease of

Manitoba, ])rovided a jierjietual guarantee to tlic

minority in regard to schools and language, and.

in the case of any new Pr-ovince hereafter ei-eated

in the Territories, pi'ovideda gua!'antee of stal)ilii>

to the constitution given to it at the time of it.s

creation. It is opposed to the general jjolicy of the

modern Kritish Emjiiie, whicli, in India, in Marii

toba, '"n Cape (,'olony, respects the right of tin

peoiile of diH'erent oi-igin to have the legal and

legislative use of their own language. It is opposed

to the j)laine8t facts of science, which pi-ove that

race is stronger than language, as may be seen in

the case of the Irish and the Scotch, the licrman-
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