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For this and many more reasons I have no hesitation in
recommending that the bill not be passed by the House.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Kilger): The time provided for the
consideration of Private Members’ Business has now expired.
Pursuant to Standing Order 93, the order is dropped to the
bottom of the order of precedence on the Order Paper.

ADJOURNMENT PROCEEDINGS

[English]

A motion to adjourn the House under Standing Order 38
deemed to have been moved.

WORLD SUMMIT FOR SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

Hon. Warren Allmand (Notre-Dame-de-Grice, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, on February 21 I asked the Minister of Foreign Affairs
if Canada would support the 20:20 vision proposal and action
plan to be considered at the World Summit for Social Develop-
ment which will take place in Copenhagen later this month.

The goal of the summit is to attack global instability due to
third world poverty and social injustice. The challenge is
enormous. At this time 1.3 billion people in the world live in
debilitating poverty; 550 million people end each day hungry;
1.5 billion people lack safe water and sanitation; and 800
million living in developing countries and 335 million in
industrial countries are unemployed or underemployed.

As I said at that time these conditions threaten world stability
and peace. It is in the interest of all countries to take action
against them. The 20:20 vision proposal and action plan must be
supported by Canada and all countries at the summit.

Will the minister or the parliamentary secretary state clearly
that Canada will support these proposals and that the overall
goals of the summit will be supported as well? I would also like
to know that Canada would give the work of this summit and its
goals the highest priority.

Mr. Lyle Vanclief (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Agriculture and Agri-food, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, it is a pleasure
to respond to the hon. member’s comments and expansion on the
question directed to the minister some days ago.

The World Summit for Social Development is to take place
next week in Copenhagen. It will be the first major international
event to propose a vision for social development that has taken
place in the 21st century.
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Over a period of 18 months the federal government has been
working with provincial and territorial governments, labour,
business, aboriginal organizations and non-governmental orga-
nizations to prepare the Canadian participation and make the
summit a success.

Many Canadian objectives are incorporated in the summit
documents. I would like to list some that Canada will be
supporting: reduction of poverty through job creation; economic
security for people through productive employment; respect for
human rights and fundamental freedoms; respecting women’s
equality; respecting and valuing cultural diversity; and spend-
ing less worldwide on military hardware and more on investing
in people, in other words to be less concerned about the security
of the state and more concerned about the economic and social
security of individuals.

In this context the 20:20 formula the member referred to will
be discussed in Copenhagen. It is certainly of interest to Canada.
Donors would allocate 20 per cent of their official development
budget to meeting the basic needs of other countries. Recipient
countries would allocate 20 per cent of their national budget to
programs aimed at meeting the human needs of people. However
in Canada we plan to allocate 25 per cent of the CIDA budget to
meeting basic human needs.

In an increasing global environment international security
and stability have an important impact on Canadian people and
Canadian prosperity. Actively promoting social justice, poverty
alleviation, good government and human rights at home and
abroad is an investment in Canada as well as assistance to those
in greater need.
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THE BUDGET

Mr. Len Taylor (The Battlefords—Meadow Lake, NDP):
Mr. Speaker, yesterday in the House of Commons I expressed
my concern and outrage over the pending loss of the Crow
benefit.

As far as a great number of Saskatchewan farmers and I see it,
the federal government’s abandonment of its responsibilities
under the terms of the Western Grain Transportation Act is the
single most damaging element of this week’s federal budget.

In fact the headlines in Saskatchewan newspapers this week
bear this out. The Regina Leader—Post states it best with its
single word headline “Devastated”, followed by the subheading
“Budget leaves farm leaders reeling”.

In today’s newspaper the premier of Saskatchewan, Mr.
Romanow, is quoted as saying:
If this goes through in the next four or five years we will see the most massive

restructuring of rural Saskatchewan with respect to trading patterns, towns,
villages, cities—since 1905.



