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Suppliy
affect substantial increases in the amount of personnel and the
amount of money at their disposai.

Mr. McLean: Mr. Chairman, 1 thank the minister for those
comments. Il would appear, though. therc would be major
cutbacks in other areas in the iight of the over-ail balance
uniess there is a secret fund somiewhere cisc.

More and more low-income mothers arc going to work.
Subsidized care is iess available, and day care is costiy,
especiaily to people who can least afford il. The number of
womcn in the labour force with children under the age of six
now exceeds haif a million. This puts enormous pressure on
day care facilities. Non-commercial day care centres are 95
per cent subsidized. In 1978-1979 non-commercial day care
increased by oniy 4.8 per cent while commercial and the more
expensive day care increascd by 28.3 per cent. 1 do not need to
quote the comment made on behaif of the Canadian Council
on Social Developînent on the necd for a national day care
policy. The minister is eneouraging women to re-enter the
work force tbrough retraining and affirmative action pro-
grams. What is his position on a national day ca re policy and
what bas he donc Io sec that this inereasing need is getting the
attention of the Minister of National Health and Welfare?>
How many of those availabie dollars be told us about are going
directly to this arca of nced'?

* (2320)

Mr. Axworthy: Along with the hon. meilber. 1 feel thcre ks
an essentiai requiremient to improve child care services in thîs
country. The difficulty we face as a fedcrai governiment ks that
the determination of day care policy is vcry much a provincial
responsibility and jurisdiction. They arc responsibie for the
design, implementation and managemcnt of day care programs
within cach of their provincial regions. Our involvement wiih
day care is to share the funding under the CAP programn
wberc we provide 50 per cent of the eost at the prescrnt timie.

As miost organi7ations have pointcd out, in many instances
the decision on day care must not only conern increcased
resourees, but increased availability. The Minister of National
Heath and Wclfare made severai comments about the necd to
do a basic review of the Canada Assistance Plan w~itb a vies', to
getting more guidelines or responsibilities attached to tl

regarding the allocation of' these programs.

1 do not have to rernînd the hon. miember that there bas
been sortie discussion betwecn the provinces and ourselves
about the notion of block tunding and we have lost control of
much of the monev wc have given because we have not been
able to set those guidelines in motion. With the rcview of the
CAP, the Minister of' National Healtb and Welfare intcnds to
take a bard look as to how that can bc more direetly alioeated
toward chiid care programns. In the meantime, 1 would tell the
hon. meînber that wlben we introdueed the eommiunity services
cmploymient prograin this summer, we put a higb priority on
the cmploymient ot people in cbild care services aeross Canada.

One of the priority items for social services or eommunity
service groups a1ross Canada is some dcgree of additional

assistance from the federal government by application through
the eommunity service program. This is given a very bigh
priority. 1 do not have the latest figures, but i tbink close to 30
per cent goes into child care under our direct emplovment
prugrams.

Mr. McLean: 1 would like to press the minister a littie on
this. Is be prepared to use bis office to press for the calling of a
national conference on day care? 1 wouid also like to ask the
minister about farm women. It will be known to bim that the
govcrniment recently announccd that farmers will be able to
dlaim wagcs paid to their spouses for farm work. One group
excluded from the provisions is the category of spouses. Thev
wiil not be able to dlaim unemployment insurance in the event
that their jobs as farm wivcs are lost. Wbat steps does the
minister plan to take to remedy this oversight? Has be dis-
eussed this witb the Minister of Agriculture?

Mr. Axworthy: Mr. Chairman, 1 will givc a very short
answer. 1 remind the bon. memrber that a vcry interestîng
conference was beld in this city last week by farm women at
wbieh a number of these proposais werc made. That is prob-
ably wbere the question came from, 1 would guess. Tbis is a
very important issue. If I eouid return the compliment, I would
say that improvements for farm womcn wîll bc eontained in
the Minister of Finanee's amcndmnents to the Ineome Tax Act.
I hope tlic bon. member will use bis good offices with bis
flouse leader to make sure that bill reecives vcrv speed\
passage through the House so that the mneasure can go into,
effect as soon as possible.

Mr. N'cLean: In the moment or so, left, i wondcr if tue
miinister eould make reference to the Canadian Human Righits
Act and the matter of equai pay f'or work of equal value. W bat
action bas tbe nmnister taken to persuade Trcasurv Board to
live up to the government's stated eommîtment to justice and
oppoîtunity in the work place? There bave been reports of
resîs ,ance. Can the minister comment on that.

Mr. Axworthy: It seemns so long ago, Mr. Chairmnan, but we
had a fairly extensive discussion on that this aftcrnoon. i refer
the bon. member to Hansard. If tl is not there, I will be glad to
provide answcrs to bim. limie does not allow a fuil exposition
of a very important subjeet.

Mr. Deans: Mr. Chaîrman, 1 bave two or thrc mnatters 1
want tsi raîse xvith the minister. i wîll do that as quiekix as 1
can. I hope be can respond to thcm. I have a fairly simple
question. Wby is tl that under the linemploymnent Insurance
Act real estate salesînen or brokers who arc licensed must turn
in their licences before bccomning clîgîble for unemiployment
insurancel At this tîme of great difficulty in the real estate
business, tl is unfortunate and unfair for a liccnsed salesn3an or
broker to be required, even thougb he is not working within the
industry but may bc looking forward to going baek whcn there
is an upturn, to rclinquisb bis licence. It is his.

M4y second question has to do with the construction indus-
try. tan tlic minister cnligbiten us as to what became of the
recommendations eontained in the report by the task force on
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