
HOUSE OF COMMONS

Thursday. October 23, 1969
* (10.30 a.m.)

SECOND SESSION-TWENTY-EIGHTH
PARLIAMENT-OPENING

The Parliament which had been prorogued
on the twenty-second day of October, 1969,
met this day at Ottawa for the dispatch of
business.

The House met at ten-thirty o'clock, the
Speaker in the chair.

Mr. Speaker read a communication from
the Secretary to the Governor General, an-
nouncing that His Excellency the Governor
General would proceed to the Senate chamber
at 10.30 a.m. on this day, for the purpose of
formally opening the second session of the
twenty-eighth Parliament of Canada.

A message was delivered by Major C. R.
Lamoureux, Gentleman Usher of the Black
Rod, as follows:

Mr. Speaker, it is the pleasure of His Excellency
the Governor General that this honourable cham-
ber attend him immediately in the chamber of the
honourable the Senate.

Accordingly, Mr. Speaker with the House
went up to the Senate chamber.
e (11.30 a.m.)

And the House being returned to the Com-
mons chamber:

[Translation]

OATHS OF OFFICE
Right Hon. P. E. Trudeau (Prime Minister)

moved for leave to introduce Bill No. 1,
respecting the administration of oaths of
office.

Motion agreed to and bill read the first
time.

[English]
SPEECH FROM THE THRONE

Mr. Speaker: I have the honour to inform
the House that when the House did attend
His Excellency the Governor General this
day in the Senate chamber, His Excellency
was pleased to make a speech to both houses

of parliament. To prevent mistakes, I have
obtained a copy, which is as follows:

Honourable Members of the Senate:
Members of the House of Commons:
I have the honour to welcome you to the Second

Session of the 28th Parliament of Canada and to
present, on behalf of the Government, various mat-
ters which it wishes to lay before you.

Before doing so, may I say that, notwithstanding
some unresolved problems which affect our collec-
tivity, and notwithstanding the fears of people of
little faith, it was encouraging to find, in the
course of recent visits which my wife and I have
made to Canadians In al ten Provinces and in the
Arctic Islands, that their sense of Identity, and of
the potential which Canada offers to them and to
their children, is strong and healthy.

I was also pleased to make a goodwiil tour of the
four Commonwealth countries of the Caribbean:
Jamaica, Guyana, Barbados and Trinidad and
Tobago. These visits abroad were made on the
advice of the Government and with the encourage-
ment of Her Majesty.

May I say, too, that Her Majesty's Interest in
Canada, and In Canadians and their affairs, wil
bring the Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh to
Manitoba and to the Northwest Territories in July
of next year to join in the celebration of their
centennials.

Canada is a fortunate country, blessed by nature
and spared by war, but we are not immune from
the effects of conflicts in other parts of the globe.
Our world has become so compact, so interdepend-
ent, that al humanity is wounded by an out-
break of violence in any corner of the earth.
Whether it be in Vietnam, Nigeria, or the Middle
East, suffering in any part of the world disturbs
the whole international community and affects
Canada as a responsible member of that com-
munity.

Although we must be aware of the effects of
these upheavals on our own country, we are even
more concerned about the damage inflicted on the
prospects for world peace and the spread of misery
and deprivation. The means at our disposai for
bringing these conflicts to an end are necessarily
limited, but the Government is making full use
of its opportunities to help reduce international
tension.

We will continue to be an active member of the
United Nations. After a Quarter of a century of
radical changes in its functions and membership,
the U.N. needs to be revitalised and strengthened.
Canada is presenting its proposais for reform to
the present session of the General Assembly.

As weapons become more destructive and wea-
pons' testing more dangerous, the Government is
assigning a higher priority to its efforts in the
field of arms control. One barrier to a ban on
underground nuclear tests bas been the difficulty


