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HOUSE OF COMMONS

Friday, September 13, 1968

The house met at 11 a.m.

HOUSE OF COMMONS

INTRODUCTION OF GOVERNMENT BILLS
IN BILINGUAL FORM

Hon. Donald S. Macdonald (President of
the Privy Council): Mr. Speaker, I have had
conversations with hon. members in various
corners of the house and I understand that
the house generally would agree to have gov-
ernment bills introduced in bilingual form.

Mr. Speaker: Is that agreed?
Some hon. Members: Agreed.

Mr. Speaker: It is so ordered.

PROPOSED CONTINUATION OF PROVISIONAL
RULES FOR CURRENT SESSION

Hon. Donald S. Macdonald (President of
the Privy Council): Mr. Speaker, the govern-
ment has put before members of the opposi-
tion parties a number of suggestions with
respect to dealing with the procedures of the
house, both dealing with them on an interim
basis—that is to say for the period of this
particular session—and to provide a frame-
work within which suggestions for procedu-
ral reform could be considered and dealt
with by the house.

It is my understanding, Mr. Speaker, that
there is not general agreement to the full
nature of these suggestions put forward by
the government, but it would be, in my opin-
ion, perhaps reasonable if we could, on these
particular discussions at least, proceed from
the known territory in which the house has
been operating for the last three sessions;
that is to say, from the basis of the provi-
sional rules which were in effect in the house
up until the dissolution of parliament on
April 23.

On that basis, Mr. Speaker, I suggest to the
house that we adopt that particular proposal
and put into effect the provisional rules as
they stood on April 23, 1968 for the period of
the current session, unless of course in the
interim the house makes any changes. If
there is agreement to that proposition then I

would be prepared to move a motion along
that line.

Mr. G. W. Baldwin (Peace River): Mr.
Speaker, may I have the leave of the house
to make some comments which normally I
would not be able to do. We in this party are
in accord that some interim arrangements
should be made as soon as possible covering
the 1968 session. We are not in agreement
with the government as to the nature of
those interim arrangements. We also feel that
as soon as possible measures should be taken
to undertake basic, fundamental and far
reaching reforms.

e (11:10 a.m.)

These two questions are tied together and
ought to be the subject of discussion and
debate in the house as soon as we can reach
an arrangement under which this issue may
be debated.

Mr. Stanley Knowles (Winnipeg North
Centre): Mr. Speaker, I rise simply to make
it clear that we in this party were willing to
agree to the immediate reinstatement of the
provisional rules. Since there was not unani-
mous agreement that this be done, we are
prepared to participate in further negotia-
tions, hoping we can arrive very shortly at
something upon which we can all agree.

[Translation]

Mr. Réal Caouette (Témiscamingue): Mr.
Speaker, we, of the Ralliement Créditiste,
have no objection to continuing with the
procedure we have been using during the
last session. Therefore, we are not opposed to
keeping the provisional rules in force until
parliament has made a decision on the neces-
sary changes to procedure and, until then, we
have no objection to using the provisional
rules, as we have been doing.

[English]
EXTERNAL AID

BIAFRA—INQUIRY AS TO STEPS
TO RENDER ASSISTANCE

On the orders of the day:

Hon. Robert L. Stanfield (Leader of the
Opposition): Mr. Speaker, I wish to direct a
question to the right hon. Prime Minister. In



