
GOMMONS
Salt Fish Board

Mr. REID: We had a fish board in British
Columbia up to 1937, but it did nlot work out
verýy we]i. It was found. after it was set up,
that as most of the salted fish went ta the
orient the sait fish board in British Columbia
was controiied by the orientais, and they fixed
a quota most of wbicb went ta their own
nationais. Wouid the minister indicate clear]y
whether the powers of this board will be coin-
puisory aiong the line of the powers given
under the Natura] Produets Marketing Act of
1937?

Mr. MICHAUD: It is not a conipuisory act.

Mr. MANION: I shail say only a few
words now because I feel the question can
better be discussed after the bill is intro-
duced. I arn p]eased ta see anything being
done that may be of assistance ta the fisher-
men on the Atlantic coast particuiar]y. though
of course those in need on the Pacifie coast
shouid be given equai consideration. I had the
opportiinity in the past few years of travelling
aiong the Gaspé coast, and aiong the Atlantic
coast in the maritimes. and the conditions I
found tliere were sa pitiabie and the bard-
ships s0 evident that anything we can do in
this house. as I state4 earliec in the session,
ta lieip these fishiermen shouid certainiy be
done. 1 reaily behieve that they have been
suffering under conditions much worse than
those of many for whom we have been caring,
and I arn delighted to see anytbing done ta
heip these fishermen because undoubtediy they
have hiad an extremeiy bard time. I remem-
ber motoring along the Gaspé coast and com-
ing ta littie villages where Up until a few
years ago they had extremeiy good opportuni-
tics for exporting their fisb products, but at
the time I motored through there they toid
me that practically the whole of their market
wvas gone; they were shut off from the Euro-
pean market.

The other remark I wished ta make was
this. This governmnent is prone ta ciaim
that it can salve this probiem and that problemn
by trade, by expanding expert markets. I
do flot wvant ta be misquoted as belittiing
expert markets. I believe that sa far as we
can keep themn we should keep them, and
secure more and eniarge them. but the coin-
plaints coming thîs morning fromn foilowers
of the government, the junior member for
Halifax, for instance, as weii as from the hon.
member for Comox-Aiberni and others ta
the effeet that markets have been lest, iiius-
trates the nced of doing sometbing more than
depending almost wholiy upon expert markets
ta soive such probiems as uncmpioyment and
distress in this countrv%.

[MIr. 'Michaud.i

Mr. MacINNIS: I do flot think the min-
ister answered the questions asked by the
hion. member for Vancouver North and the
hon. member for Vancouver South in regard
ta fisheries on the Pacifie coast. Wiii they
be on a parity with those on the Atlantic
coast under this seheme or uinder any new
deveiopment affecting the fishing industry?

Mr. MICHAUD: In sa far as the need for
help is there. This legisiation is nlot simpiy
for the purpose of he]ping the salt fisheries.
It is for the purpose of beiping the fishier-
men who othenvise would be in need of public
assistance ta sustain thema and their depend-
ents. If we find on the Pacific coast a situa-
tion that shouid be relieved, certainiv it wvill
be taken care of.

Mr. PELLETIER: It must not be thougbit
that I or the meinhers in this group are not
in favour of assisting the fishing industry
bath on the Atlantic and on the Pacifie.
The junior member for Halifax will find that
the member for Pcace River and those assaci-
atcd with hini in this graup xviii be oniy too
giad ta vote wbatever amount the gaverniment
thinks necessary for the purpose. What I had
in mind wvas net that assistance shauid flot
ho given, but rathier ta point out ta the
government how dangerous it is ta base yaur
ecanomic piibiisaphy upon expert markets
wvhicli can vanishi froin time ta time. I reaiize
that it is nlot custamary ta go inta ]engtby
discussion at this stage, but there are a few
things I sbauld like ta say. not because I amn
very famiiiar wvit1î the industry. but because
of the prineiple invoived. I thank the junior
member for Halifax for the delicate manner
in whichbch to]d me that I knewv nothing
about the fishing industry, but I amn aware of
the fact, without needing ta know much about
the fishing industry. that fishiermen on the
Atlantic caast and eisewbere have suffered
greatiy because of the depression. There is a
principie invo]ved w'bicli I shouid like ta
discuss wlien the time cames, with respect
ta giving assistance thtat has hucomie necessaiy
becaîise of the hreakdown of a faise philoso-
phy respecting markets which have vanished.
1 (an assure the junior member for Halifax
that lie wlvi find this group quite ready ta
vote wbatever amauint is required ta assist
the fisliernien.

Mr. NEILL: The minister lias stated that
the purpose of this resolutian and of the bill
ta ha foîînded upon it is ta heip the fisher-
men in destitute circurnstances in the mari-
time provinces, a mast laudabie ambition and
anc in which we miust al] join. Wben I
suggested tlhat the scope of the bill miglit bc
extendcd ta caver conditions on the Pacifie


